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Flowers of the Lesser celandine. 

Photo by Michal Osmenda 

 
  

 

 
 

Spring 2026 Newsletter 

 A Tale of Two Flowers
By Kristina Watts, Hidden Oaks Nature Center Site Manager

Spring is a wonderful time to go for a 

wildflower walk in Annandale Park. 

Spring ephemerals – those short-lived 

blooms that emerge early, before the 

trees wake up and shade them out – 

are my favorite. Early last April, I was 

happy to find a patch of bloodroot 

(Sanguinaria canadensis) near the 

nature center. The bloodroot flower 

has slender white petals around a 

yellow center and its leaves have 

large, round leaves with deep lobes. 

Bloodroot gets its name from the red 

juice contained in its underground 

stems (rhizomes). Like many other 

ephemerals, it is pollinated by native 

bees (including the solitary Andrena 

(mining) bees) and flies. Native ants 

also benefit from bloodroot plants, as 

they carry the seed to their nests and 

eat the seeds’ nutritious outer layer.  

The seeds are able to germinate in this 

fertile, refuse-filled ant nest chamber. 

Thus, ants help the plant to reproduce 

(plants that rely on ants to disperse 

their seeds are called 

“myrmecochoric”). Bloodroot flowers 

only bloom for 1 to 2 days, so luckily, 

they also spread through their rhizomes In ideal 

conditions, under the shade of deciduous trees, they will 

grow into large colonies. Bloodroot plants are found 

throughout the eastern deciduous forest region of North 

America, and while they are generally widespread, they 

are becoming more scarce as 

they face increasing pressure 

from habitat loss. They are not 

good at fending off 

competition. 

Which is why, as you walk 

through Annandale Park, you 

are much more likely to find 

another spring ephemeral:  

lesser celandine (Ficara 

verna). These bright yellow, 

highly invasive, buttercup-like 

flowers cover the banks of the 

stream and are creeping further 

and further into the park. They 

form dense blankets of foliage 

wherever they go, 

outcompeting our native 

ephemerals including not just 

bloodroot but also spring 

beauty, trillium, mayapple, 

Dutchman’s breeches, and 

more. 

Lesser celandine is native to 

Europe, northern Africa, 

western Asia, and Siberia. It is 

believed to have been first 

introduced to North America as an ornamental in the 

mid-1800s, and is, lamentably, still available for sale 

today. It is able to compete so aggressively because it 

produces many hardy underground tubers that support 

new growth in the spring. Continued on page 12 

 

 
Bloodroot (Sanguinaria canadensis) 
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Our Community Information…. 

LVCA Board Members 
 

President – John Alexander 

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Vice President – Dr. Julia Wray 

drjuliawray@gmail.com  

Treasurer – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Secretary – Nancy Rhodes 

nlbrhodes@gmail.com 

Director-at-Large – Nancy Bock 

nbo1958@aol.com 

Director-at-Large – Jeff Everly 

jeff9974@gmail.com 

 

Committee Chairs 
 

Architectural Control (Co-Chairs) – 

Peter Phipps and Rick Jacobson 

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com 

Grounds – Mike Nutbrown 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org 

Finance – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Pool – Rebecca Just 

LVCApool@gmail.com 

Recreation – Vacant 

Liaison Committee – Donna 

Jacobson 

jacobsond48465@gmail.com 

Neighborhood Watch – Vacant 

Website Manager 

Steve Chao 

hello@lafayettevillage.org 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Ryefield 

newsletter@lafayettevillage.org 

Sequoia Management Company 

Zachary Rivera 

zrivera@sequoiamanagement.com 

Phone:  703-803-9641 

Fax:  703-968-0936 

Patriot Disposal Services 

www.patriotdisposalservices.com 

Phone:  703-257-7100 

Thanks to those who contributed to this issue of our newsletter: 

John Alexander, Donna Jacobson, Rick Jacobson, Nancy Rhodes, Sarah Helminiak, 

Mike Nutbrown, Angela Rowley, Ilene Teixeira, Kristina Watts, and those who 

submitted articles and ads. 

Lafayette Village Community Events Calendar 

Board Meetings – Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Location to 

be announced. 

ACC Meetings – Meeting location, date and time is to be determined. If interested in 

attending contact Peter Phipps or Rick Jacobson at LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. 

Grounds Committee – Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at around 

7:00 p.m. except in December. If interested in attending contact Mike Nutbrown at 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org or John Alexander at lvca.bod.president@gmail.com. 

Finance Committee – Meetings are held at 7900 Peyton Forest Trail. Date and time 

is to be determined. If interested in attending contact John Alexander at 

jmalex14@msn.com. 

Neighborhood Watch – TBD 

Fairfax Federation – Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30 

p.m. at Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden Dr., Fairfax. 

All residents, including renters, are invited to attend scheduled meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Annandale Giant 

7137 Columbia Pike, Annandale, VA 22003 

Stuff the Bus! One Day Only! 

The buses are fueled and ready to roll as Stuff the Bus returns for a one-

day food drive on Saturday, March 14, 2026 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Please consider supporting our local nonprofit food pantries by donating 

non-perishables or gift cards. The Annandale location will be supporting 

ACCA, Inc. 
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John Alexander, President 

LVCA Board of Directors 

Your Newsletter Editor Is Passing the Batton.... 

 

Hello, Community!

It’s been one heck of a winter. As I write this, March has 

already lived up to the first part of the saying, “In like a lion 

and out like a lamb.” I know we’re all hoping we’ve had the 

last of the snow for this season. Speaking of snow, I’d like to 

give one more THANK YOU to all those who helped shovel 

out their neighbors and our sidewalks, and to everyone for 

their patience and understanding through missed trash 

pickups, snow-piled bus stops and limited parking. 

With all the missed trash pickups, it’s natural to be confused 

as to the schedule. Trash pickup is Monday and Thursday. 

Recycling is Wednesday. Yard waste pickup will resume on 

Saturday March 14th. Remember to use strong plastic bags 

and/or place your trash in a large trash can. 

Before we know it, May will be upon us, and with it, Pool 

Season! Included in this newsletter is an application for pool 

passes. It’s never too early to return the form, but be sure to 

allow at least 3 weeks for processing. You might as well 

target May 1st, since that’s easy to remember. Between now 

and then, we will conduct external home inspections. If you 

receive a Violation Letter, please respond promptly. 

Properties with outstanding violations are not eligible to use 

the pool. :-( 

I’m excited to report that the Invasive Plant removal is well 

underway. Thank you, Nancy Rhodes, for your incredible 

leadership on coordinating the work and grant writing. 

On the Board’s docket for this Spring are updates to the 

ACC Violation resolution process and a review of the 

Parking rules. In each case, there are aspects that can be 

clarified as well as aligned with current code and case law. I 

also hope to move communications from Gmail to an email 

platform for easier management, both on the administrative 

and residential sides. 

Stay safe and build community. 

John Alexander, President

  

 

 

After nine wonderful years as 

your newsletter editor, I’ll be 

stepping away from this role. It 

has truly been a joy getting to 

know our community more 

deeply—learning about the 

people, stories, and events that make our neighborhood so 

special—and sharing that information with all of you. 

 

 

I’m grateful for the opportunity to 

help keep our neighbors connected 

and informed. Our new newsletter 

editors will be introducing themselves 

when they take over with the Summer 

issue, and I know you’ll welcome 

them with the same warmth and support you’ve always 

shown me. With appreciation, Cheryl 

A Note from the President… 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
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Spring Inspection Schedule 
Activity Start End 

1st Inspection 3/2/2026 3/6/2026 

1st Notice (30 days) 3/16/2026 

2nd Inspection 4/20/2026 4/21/2026 

2nd Notice (15 days) 4/27/2026 

Delinquent Date 5/16/2026 

Pool Opens 5/23/2026 

Pool Passes Required 5/30/2026 
 

Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – Peter Phipps & Rick Jacobson, Co-Chairs 

Contacting the ACC: 

You can contact the ACC by email at: 

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. This email address 

can be used for any ACC correspondence including 

requests, questions, issues, concerns, etc. 

Spring Inspections: 

Annual inspections help to keep our community a 

desirable place to live. This year, Spring Inspections 

are scheduled for the week of March 2 (weather 

permitting) and violation letters will be sent out by 

March 16. If you receive a violation notice, you have 

30 days to fix the violation. The follow-up second 

inspection, to check on the violations found during the 

first inspection (week of March 2), will be April 20 and 21. 

If necessary, second violation notices will be sent out by 

April 27. If you receive a violation letter and have any 

questions concerning your letter, please contact Zachary 

Rivera at zrivera@sequoiamanagement.com. 

The swimming pool is scheduled to open on Saturday, May 

23 and pool pass enforcement will begin on Saturday, May 

30.  Residents need to be in good standing in order to use 

the swimming pool and other Lafayette Village amenities.  

Please correct any violations in a timely fashion.  

Homeowners who do not correct violations may need to 

have a hearing with the Board of Directors to explain why 

their violations have not been corrected. 

Corrections to violations from the Spring Inspection do 

not require ACC Approval unless you are changing the 

appearance of your house. For example, replacing a rotten 

board and repainting it the same color is not considered an 

appearance change. Changing the color of your trim or 

replacing your roof will require ACC Approval. If you have 

any questions on whether your repair work will require 

ACC Approval, please feel free to contact the ACC at:  

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. 

Trash & Recycling:  

Trash is picked up by Patriot Disposal Services on Mondays 

and Thursdays and should NOT be placed out for pick up 

before Sunday evening at 6:00 pm (or dusk, whichever is 

earliest) and Wednesday evening at 6:00 pm (or dusk) 

respectively. We have been working with Patriot Disposal 

Services to pick up the trash earlier in the day. This helps 

significantly with the animal issues during the day, but 

residents still need to bag their trash properly to prevent 

overnight animal issues. Trash should always be bagged 

properly using hard sided trashcans with lids or heavy 

plastic bags. Do not use grocery bags or shopping bags 

for trash. Recommended Trash Bagging Solutions are 

outlined in the table on page 6. Proper trash bagging helps 

to keep our streets clean and sanitary. 

Patriot will only pick up boxes on Wednesday, our 

scheduled recycling pick up day. Please DO NOT place 

boxes out with the normal household trash. 

If you have an item to throw away and you are not sure if 

Patriot will pick it up with the scheduled household trash 

collection, please call Patriot at 703-257-7100 and talk with 

them BEFORE placing the item out for pick up. 

If you do place an item out for pick up and Patriot does not 

remove it, please bring that item back to your backyard or 

garage until other arrangements can be made. 

Recycling is picked up on Wednesdays and should NOT be 

placed out for collection before Tuesday evening at 6:00 

p.m. (or dusk). Recycling should be placed out in recycling 

bins or paper bags. Recycling that is placed out in plastic 

bags cannot be recycled due to the recycling process. 

Unfortunately recycling placed out in plastic bags is just 

thrown in with the trash. If you do not have a recycling bin, 

you can get one from Patriot, or you can purchase your own 

recycling bin at places like Home Depot or Lowe’s. 

Yard waste is picked up on Saturday. 

Both trashcans and recycling bins need to be brought back 

into your backyard, house, or garage by 11 p.m. the evening  

Committee Updates, continued …. Committee Updates …. 
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Type Pick Up Day Put Cans / Bins Out Put Cans / Bins Away 

Trash Monday 
Not before 6 p.m. or  

dusk on Sunday 
11 p.m. Monday 

Evening 

Recycling Wednesday 
Not before 6 p.m. or  

dusk on Tuesday 
11 p.m. Wednesday 

Evening 

Trash Thursday 
Not before 6 p.m. or  
dusk on Wednesday 

11 p.m. Thursday 
Evening 

Yard Waste Saturday 
Not before 6 p.m. or  

dusk on Friday 
11 p.m. Saturday 

Evening 

 

Trash and Recycling Schedule 

ACC Report, continued

that the trash or recycling is collected. If kept outside, 

trashcans and recycling bins should be kept in your 

backyard and not be left outside of your fence, in your front 

bushes, or in your driveway. 

Labeling Trashcans & Recycling Bins: 

The ACC requires all residents to place their addresses 

clearly on their trashcans and recycling bins. The ACC is 

constantly getting emails concerning lost or misplaced 

trashcans and recycling bins. Since many times one 

trashcan or recycling bin looks very much like another, 

there is often confusion over these items. Having residents 

place their address on their trashcans and recycling bins 

will help solve this problem and save the residents, and the 

ACC, a lot of time and effort resolving these situations. 

Violations: 

In order to keep Lafayette Village clean and desirable, 

violation letters can be sent out throughout the year for 

violations of the ACC Guidelines. If you receive a violation 

letter you are required to fix the violation within 30 days. If 

you have any questions concerning your letter or if you are 

having problems getting your violations repaired, please 

contact Zachary Rivera at 

zrivera@sequoiamanagement.com. 

Residents who don’t fix their violations can be called 

before the Board of Directors for a hearing. 

Exterior Improvements: 

ACC Approval is required before any Exterior 

Improvement is made to any townhouse or detached house. 

This includes, but is not limited to, new roofs, new siding, 

new windows, new shutters, new doors (front or back), new 

decks, new fences, installing solar panels, changing paint 

colors, replacing front yard trees, and so on. Many 

contractors know that Lafayette Village is governed by 

ACC Guidelines and will insist that you provide them with 

written ACC approval before they will start work. Work 

performed without, or before approval is received, may 

have to be redone. Rework is expensive and well worth 

avoiding.  

If you are not sure if your change requires ACC Approval, 

feel free to contact the ACC Co-Chairs:  Pete Phipps and 

Rick Jacobson at LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. The 

ACC is always willing to work with residents to resolve 

questions or issues. The ACC’s goal is to make the 

approval process as painless and straight forward as 

possible. 

For reference, the full ACC Guidelines and the ACC 

Request Form are available on the LVCA website at: 

lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-

committee-documents. 

  

Committee Updates, continued …. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

TRASH 

BAGGING PICTURE NOTES 

PREFERRED 

SOLUTION 

Hard-Sided Trash 

Can with Lid 

 Can use Patriot or any brand 

trash can. Prevents animals 

from getting into trash and 

making a mess. Do not 

overfill so lid cannot close. 

Trash cans cannot be stored in 

front/side yards or common 

areas between trash days. 

RECOMMENDED 
Heavy black Hefty 

type bags 

 

Sturdy enough to prevent 

most animal issues. Can be 

used to double bag trash with 

2 white trash bags inside of 1 

black heavy bag. 

NOT 

Approved 

White inside trash 

bags 

 

Does not prevent all animal 

issues. Better to put inside 

hard-sided trash can or double 

bagged inside heavy black 

bags. 

NOT 

Approved 

White expandable 

bags 

 

Does not prevent animal 

issues. Needs to be put inside 

hard sided trash can or double 

bagged inside heavy black 

bags. 

NOT 

Acceptable 
Grocery bags 

 

Not approved. Does not 

prevent animal issues. Need 

to be put inside hard sided 

trash can or double bagged 

inside heavy black bags. 

 
 

  

Recommended Trash Bagging Solutions.... 

 

 

 

 

 
Questions? Contact the ACC at:  LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com 
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Committee Updates, continued …. 

 
The Rhodes’ family dog, Skye, checks out the 

igloo-style fort on Mount Airey Lane made with 

blocks of “snowcrete”! 

 

Grounds Committee – Mike Nutbrown, Chair

Big thanks to Nancy Rhodes for coordinating the invasive 

vine removal projects and looking for more grant money we 

can put toward these efforts. 

The annual Earth/Arbor Day celebration is expected to take 

place the weekend of April 25th. More details to come closer 

to the time. 

Finally, I will offer our usual plea for support as we’re 

always looking for new members of the committee to jump 

in and take on coordination of projects to maintain and 

enhance our community for everyone. Reach out if you’re 

interested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.

Join the Waterford Weavers 

Guild for the opening reception 

for the March/April show at the 

Craft Gallery of Artisans United 

on Saturday, March 7, 2026, 

from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. The 

Waterford Weavers Guild is featured in addition to the 

permanent members of the Artisans United craft gallery 

(https://augallery.org). They are bringing some beautiful 

table runners, scarves, handbags, and much more, 

augmenting our stained glass, pottery, carved wood, painted 

objects, photography, paper-based crafts, needle-felting, 

several styles of jewelry, turned wood, and more, all 

handmade by local artists. We'll have craft demonstrations 

and light refreshments, and you will get to meet some of our 

artists. 

Hope you can make it! 

The Craft Gallery is located at 4022 Hummer Road, 

Annandale, in the Fred M. Packard Center in the Annandale 

Community Park. Our open hours are 10:00 a.m. -4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday through Saturday and 1:00 a.m. -4:00 p.m. Sunday. 

  

Waterford Weavers Guild Featured at the 

Artisans United Craft Gallery 
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The Benefits of Winter Snow for Your Garden 

by Sarah Helminiak, LVCA Garden Chairperson

From the snowy garden:  For those wondering what our 

January/February snowstorm may mean for your garden 

plot, it’s not all bad news. Here’s a glimpse at the benefits 

(and side effects) to expect this spring 

and summer:  

A heavy blanket of snow is actually one 

of nature’s best gifts to a gardener. 

Think of it as a multi-purpose spa 

treatment for your soil and plants. 

1. The snow serves as fertilizer. 

Snow doesn't just fall; it captures 

nutrients as it falls. As snowflakes 

form, they attach to atmospheric 

nitrogen and sulfur. When the 

snow melts slowly into the ground, 

it delivers these essential nutrients 

directly to the root zone in a form 

plants can easily absorb. 

2. It’s nature’s high-end insulation for your garden. 

Believe it or not, snow is an incredible insulator. While 

the air temperature might be bone-chilling (and it 

really was), the soil underneath a thick layer of snow 

usually stays right around freezing (0°C). This 

prevents the "freeze-thaw" cycle that can heave 

perennials out of the ground and protects shallow-

rooted plants and bulbs from being killed by extreme 

air temperatures. 

3. Deep super-hydration. Unlike a summer 

thunderstorm, where water often runs off the surface of 

dry soil, snow is a "slow-release" irrigation system. 

Since the snow has melted gradually, the water is 

seeping deep into the subsoil. This means the soil has 

built up a moisture reserve that plants will desperately 

need once the spring sun starts hitting them. 

4. Natural Pest Control (except for that 

Groundhog). While the snow protects your 

plants, the deep cold that usually 

accompanies it is a nightmare for garden 

pests. A sustained cold snap (aided by the 

moisture of the snow) can significantly 

reduce the populations of ticks, beetle 

larvae and fungal spores.  

5. Perennial Fever. If you have a lot of 

perennials in your garden (which I do) - I 

have even better news - some perennials 

actually require a good cold snap to 

flourish. This biological necessity is called 

vernalization—a fancy way of saying the 

plant needs a period of cold temperatures to 

trigger its flowering mechanism. 

Here are some hardy perennials that absolutely love a good 

winter chill: 

 Peonies 

 Bleeding Hearts 

 Hellebores (Lenten Rose)  

 Siberian Iris 

 Rhubarb (I’m kicking myself that I didn’t think to 

plant this in the fall) 

I am looking forward to seeing the spring come alive in the 

LVCA garden after this wintry, snowy slumber. And for 

those thinking about getting a garden plot, there are a few 

available, remember tomatoes are always sweeter and 

cheaper when grown at home. 

  

about:blank
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/


 

Lafayette Village Community Newsletter – December 8, 2024 Page 9 

Look for updated information on www.lafayettevillage.org and Nextdoor 

Considering the Easter Bunny? 

by Angela Rowley 

As springtime approaches and the weather begins to warm 

we look forward to springtime activities. Those with young 

children often consider getting their little ones a new pet, 

and at this time of year there is an increased tendency to 

purchase cute little bunnies or chicks for them. Before 

taking that big step, there are many things to consider. 

Commitment: the life span of rabbits and chicks can be up to 

ten years. And in that time they grow! They lose the 

cuteness of the sweet little bunny or chick. 

Veterinary needs: first of all, not all veterinarians will treat 

these animals or are equipped to do so, especially with 

regards to vaccinations, etc. There is always the expense of 

care if you do find one that will treat them. 

Fragile: chicks in particular are very fragile and need to be 

handled very carefully. Children may not always be aware 

that these little animals are not as tough as a toy bunny or 

chick! Think of the disappointment if something untoward 

should happen! This can be especially hard on young 

children as they are not always the most gentle and may not 

understand if the bunny or chick does not survive. 

Enclosures: both rabbits and chickens require specific types 

of enclosures. They cannot just run around the house like a 

cat or dog. Rabbits need large space to roam, not just a cage. 

They also need materials to gnaw on. Chickens need a large 

space to stretch their legs. In addition, there are particular 

dietary needs for both. Also, not all urban areas are zoned to 

keep chickens so you should check for local ordinances. 

Disease: there are many diseases which can be transmitted 

through these types of animals. In particular chickens are 

prone to transmitting salmonella. 

The right kind of caregiving is needed. Rabbits need lots of 

patience so it is good to have someone who can spend floor 

time with them when they are not in their enclosures. They 

also have teeth that need self-filing, so they have a tendency 

to chew through wires and on furniture (I speak from 

experience!!). Chickens have very sharp beaks and could 

inadvertently hurt a small child. They also need constant 

care in the first couple of months with appropriate space and 

a heat lamp. 

When the excitement of a new pet calms down there is a 

high percentage of returns. The Humane Society of the 

United States estimates that 80% of bunnies bought as 

Easter gifts are abandoned, turned in to shelters or given 

away to other families. A good alternative might be to 

“foster” a pet before making that final commitment. That 

way you can see if it fits into your family’s life-style and 

routine. Either way, enjoy the warmer weather and thank 

goodness the snow is finally gone! 

Sources: www.emeraldanimalhospital.com, ahconnects.org 

 

 

 

  

 

Join the Yarn Yackers! 

The “Yarn Yackers”, a group of neighbors and friends who knit and 

crochet, would like to invite like-minded people to join us. We meet 

on Sundays from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m., either in person or on Zoom. If 

interested in joining us, contact Lisa Conoly by email at 

lisac_234@hotmail.com. 
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by Nancy Rhodes 

According to the Virginia Department of Conservation and 

Recreation, 57% of plant species listed as threatened or 

endangered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are 

directly threatened by invasive species. There is an epidemic 

of invasive plants and efforts are underway in our 

community and across Virginia. Removing the invasive 

vines and rescuing the impacted trees and shrubs supports a 

healthy ecosystem that sustains 

native plants, fish and wildlife 

resources. 

LVCA has officially kicked off 

our invasive vines removal 

efforts. We started with Section 

8, the wooded area that runs 

along Lafayette Village Drive. 

An initial pass was taken 

through that area and the team 

will be coming through there 

again in the May timeframe. 

Next is Section 1, the area surrounding the basketball court 

and entrance to our community. The funding from the 

PRISM Grant award is helping us in this area and we kick 

off that clean up the week of March 9th. Section 1 is covered 

in Porcelain-berry, also called amur peppervine. It wreaks 

havoc on the landscape up and down the East Coast and well 

into the Midwest. Despite the vine’s known invasiveness, 

unwitting gardeners continue to plant it. It can grow so fast 

that it can engulf a small tree, such as a dogwood, in one 

growing season. Porcelain-berry has a vast, hard-to-kill root 

system and produces abundant colorful fruits. Birds devour 

the fruit and spread the plant. When unleashed upon a 

natural area this invasive vine blankets low shrubs and 

scales trees to heights of 25 feet or more, forming 

impenetrable walls of tangled stems and foliage that kills 

and displaces desirable native and agricultural plants. The 

vine’s weight makes the vegetation it grows upon 

susceptible to wind, snow, and ice damage. You will see 

Porcelain-berry in Section 1 and in other areas of our 

neighborhood. 

Virginia also has efforts 

underway for new legislation 

with several bills working their 

way through the Virginia 

House and Senate. 

• HB 109 - removes the 

language that prohibits adding 

an invasive plant to the 

Noxious Weeds List if it is 

currently being grown or sold 

in Virginia 

• HB 88 - Bans planting of 

invasive plants along state highways and requires a plan 

for managing existing invasive plants along the highway 

• HB 388 / SB 89 - expands the powers of local public 

service districts to include invasive plant treatment and 

control 

• SB163 - permits volunteers to use herbicides on state 

lands while under the supervision of a licensed 

commercial pesticide applicator 

It will be a multi-year effort to salvage our native species 

and reclaim the lands that have been taken over by the 

invasive species. We will continue to provide updates in the 

newsletters.

  

 

LVCA’s Invasive Vine Removal Update.... 

about:blank
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by Donna Jacobson  

In the 2026 General Assembly 

session, SB756, the bill to allow 

Fairfax County to have a casino, 

was once again brought up by 

Senator Scott Surovell, from the 

Mt. Vernon area. 

The Senate Finance and 

Appropriations Committee 

made a substitution to SB756, 

which removed the mandated 

location of Tysons for the 

casino. The Committee then voted to move the bill forward 

to the complete senate by a vote of 10 to 5. 

When SB756S reached the Senate floor, Senator Scott 

Surovell made an amendment to the bill which added the 

requirement that any casino needs to be part of a 

coordinated mixed-use project development consisting of 

no less than 1.5 million square feet. This bill passed the 

entire Senate by a vote of 23 to 14. 

SB756S, as amended, is now being sent to the House for a 

vote.  If the bill passes in the House, and the governor signs 

it, it will become law. 

If the bill passes, as amended, the requirements for any 

County in Virginia to be an acceptable locality for a casino 

will be the following: 

(i) County has a population greater than 1.15 million in 

2020 according to data provided by the U.S. Census 

Bureau;  

(ii) At least six percent of the assessed value of all real 

estate in such county is exempt from local property 

taxation, according to the Virginia Department of 

Taxation Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2021;  

(iii) County has adopted the urban county executive form 

of government. 

(iv) The casino needs to be part of a 

coordinated mixed-use project 

development consisting of no less 

than 1.5 million square feet. 

The one County in Virginia which 

meets those four requirements above 

is Fairfax County. Also, under the 

above requirements, some of the 

locations in Fairfax County which 

would be eligible to host a casino, 

include the following. If you notice, 

none of the sites mentioned are in Senator Scott Surovell’s 

district. 

Tysons:  The premier location for high-density, mixed-use 

projects often exceeding 1.5 million sq ft, driven by the 

Silver Line. 

Merrifield (Prosperity Business Campus):  A 41-acre site 

planned for redevelopment into a 2.4 million sq ft residential 

mixed-use project near the Dunn Loring Metro. 

Fairfax Center Area (Fair Oaks/Government Center):  A 

major Suburban Center focused on mixed-use development 

near the I-66 corridor, featuring massive commercial and 

residential projects. 

Fair Lakes:  An area with approved, consolidated 

redevelopment options for over 1.4 million sq. ft. of mixed-

use expansion. 

Reston and Dulles Suburban Center:  Areas targeting 

high-density growth around metro and bus transit. 

Annandale (Potential):  Nominations in 2025 include 

proposals for significant mixed-use development, such as a 

site at 7616 Little River Turnpike and the Kmart sight. 

However, I think the Annandale area is low on the priority 

list, especially since it does not have easy access to a metro. 

Stay tuned for more news on this issue! 

  

Fairfax County Casino Issue …. 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
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A Tale of Two Flowers, continued from page 1.... 

Aboveground, lesser celandine 

also produces bulbils: tiny 

nodules on the stem that can 

give rise to new plants. With 

their football-like shape, bulbils 

easily get picked up in the 

dewclaws of deer. Given the 

park’s large deer population, it’s 

no wonder that lesser celandine 

is spreading so rapidly. Small 

colonies of lesser celandine may 

be eradicated by digging it up – 

but you have to make sure to get 

all of the tubers. Chemical 

herbicides have proven to be 

more effective, especially on large infestations. So if you see 

a county employee or contractor spraying these plants, don’t 

be alarmed – FCPA is trying to get rid of the invasives so 

that our native ephemeral blooms can thrive.

A big focus of my tenure here as 

manager of Hidden Oaks Nature 

Center has been on invasive 

species education and removal. 

Many thanks to all of you who 

participated in the Tree Rescue 

event back in November, where 

43 volunteers (many from 

Lafayette Village!) rescued over 

150 trees in Annandale Park 

from invasive vines. We are 

again partnering with FCPA 

Invasive Management Area and 

Fairfax PRISM to hold another 

invasive removal 

“extravaganza” on Sunday, March 22, 1 to 3 p.m. Please 

sign up to participate on the IMA Workday Calendar at 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/invasive-management-area. 

  

 
Volunteers participating in a Tree Rescue event this 

past November. Photo by Whitney Redding 

 
(contributed by Leigh Pickering, ARMN) 

This illustration shows how different bird species use different layers to forage, nest, and shelter. This is a guide to 

creating plant layers and vertical structure that provides shelter and habitat niches for diverse wildlife species. It 

helps in thinking about how you can create habitat on your property that connects with other areas of habitat. 

about:blank
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A travel agent in our community to book your next 

Cruise or All Inclusive Vacation Package anywhere 

in the world. Please contact Pascasie Adedze at 

pascasie.adedze@cruiseplanners.com or visit 

passycruisevacation.com.  

 

Interior Decorator and Home Organizer:  I’m a 

professional organizer and interior decorator living 

in Lafayette Village. Let’s declutter and put some 

spark back in your home! We can start as a small 

project or the entire house to achieve results you 

will be proud of. If interested, please call me at 

703-217-4707 or email me at 

betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com for more 

information and to receive an estimate. 

 

Community Ads …. 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:pascasie.adedze@cruiseplanners.com
https://www.passycruisevacation.com/
mailto:betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com
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2026 LVCA Pool Rules and Regulations 
 

The following rules are designed for your protection and safety. The Pool Committee has attempted to 

keep them short, simple and clear. Ultimately, however, we rely on your good judgment and 

consideration for the rights of other residents. Keep the pool safe, clean and enjoyable for everyone -- 

observe these rules and see that ALL members of your household and your guests do, too. You are fully 

responsible for the activities of your children at the pool. Be sure that they obey the rules and the 

instructions of all pool management staff members. 

 

The careful observance of these rules by the residents will keep our pool in compliance with Fairfax 

County regulations and the provisions of our insurance coverage. Violations of Fairfax County 

regulations can lead to immediate closing of the facility. Unannounced inspections by County officials 

will take place on a frequent basis. All residents use the pool at their own risk and are liable for any 

property damage incurred by themselves or their guests. The pool management staff and LVCA are not 

responsible for loss of personal property. 

 

Pool Management and Control 

Atlantic Pool Service, Inc. is the pool management company for the 2026 pool season. The pool 

manager functions as the agent of the LVCA Board of Directors and is responsible for operating the pool 

in a safe, hygienic and orderly manner, supervising all personnel, and enforcing all rules and regulations. 

The pool manager is authorized to make on-the-spot decisions regarding all rules and regulations, as 

well as their enforcement. This authority includes the expulsion or exclusion of any resident or guest as 

necessary. Any expulsion or exclusion will be reported in writing to the LVCA Board of Directors 

within 24 hours of the action. 

 

SEASON: Saturday May 23, 2026 through Monday September 7, 2026 

 

HOURS: Weekdays  May 28
th

 – June 12
th

   4:00 pm until 8:30 pm 

  Weekdays June 15
th

 – August 21
st
  11:30 am until 8:30 pm 

  Weekdays August 24
th

 – September 4
th

  4:00 pm until 8:30 pm 

  Weekends      11:00 am until 8:00 pm 

  Holidays  Memorial Day, July 4
th

, Labor Day 11:00 am until 8:00 pm 

 

Pool Pass Control - Admission to the Pool 

Five annual passes have been issued to each household at the property address provided to the 

management company. These are to be used by residents and/or their guests. Passes must be given to the 

lifeguard to enter the pool area. The guard will return the passes upon exit from the pool. One pass per 

person, including children, is required to enter the pool.  The Board at its discretion can issue pool 

passes to the owners and residents of Lafayette Village Drive and Fenton Drive. 

For the 2026 pool season, residents will have the option to purchase additional guest passes. Guest 

passes will be issued as 5-punch cards, at a cost of $25 per card.  Lifeguards will punch the cards at the 

time of guest entry to the pool area.  A maximum of three guests at a time will be permitted entry using 

the punch cards, and the resident must be present to use the guest pass punch card.  Guest pass punch 

cards may be purchased at the time of 2026 pool registration. To purchase guess pass punch cards during 

the pool season, complete the relevant sections of the LVCA Pool Registration Form and submit to 

about:blank
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Sequoia Management along with payment.  Guest pass punch cards can only be purchased through 

Sequoia Management and should be purchased at least two weeks in advance of the date they are 

needed. 

Children 

 A responsible person age 18 or older must supervise children under age 12 at all times. Should 

pool management deem it necessary for the safety of a child, a basic swim test will be given by 

the pool manager or his/her designee.  

 

 For the safety of the child, strollers must be kept well away from the edge of the pool. Children 

in strollers must have personal and direct adult supervision.  

 

 Any person who is incontinent, or children not potty trained must wear appropriate waterproof 

clothing.  Cloth diapers with snugly fitting rubber pants or swim diapers must be worn in either 

pool. Any types of disposable diapers are not allowed because they can clog the filter system. In 

the event of an unsanitary mishap, pool staff must be notified immediately and the pool may 

need to be closed for immediate sanitation.  

 

 There will be a 15-minute restricted swim period from 45 minutes to the top of each hour for lap 

swimming or water walking only.  This period will be signaled by a long blast of the lifeguard 

whistle at its beginning and end.  

 

Wading Pool 

Only children 4 years and under may use the wading pool.  An adult within the wading pool enclosure 

must supervisor children in the wading pool at all time. 

 

Restricted Admission/Pool Closing 

If the pool becomes overcrowded, the pool management staff may restrict admission.  The pool 

management staff is authorized to close the pool for any reason it deems fit, including: electrical 

storms, equipment breakdowns and pool chemical problems. 

 

Conduct, Health & Safety 

 No glass containers are allowed within the pool enclosure. 

 No food is allowed within the pool enclosure except in the designated picnic area. 

 No alcoholic beverages or intoxicants of any kind are allowed in the pool area. 

 No chewing gum is allowed anywhere within the pool enclosure, including the pool house. 

 No smoking, including vaping, is allowed anywhere within the pool enclosure, including the 

pool house. 

 No cut-off shorts and/or t-shirts may be used as swimsuits. 

 No person may swim with large bandages, open wounds or skin disorders. 

 No pets are allowed within the pool enclosure. 

 Boisterous or unsafe behavior, including running, pushing, splashing, dunking, rough play or 

profanity is not allowed in the pools or on the pool grounds. 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
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 The use of basketballs, footballs, soccer balls and other sports equipment not designed for use in 

a swimming pool is prohibited. 

 Rafts, tubes, and/or toys:  

o The use of rafts, tubes, and/or toys in the main pool area will be allowed at the discretion 

of pool management staff. 

o The use of rafts, tubes, and similar floatation devices in the diving area is 

prohibited. 

 Personal musical devices must be used with headphones so as not to disturb others. One radio, 

managed by the lifeguard staff, may be played. 

 Sunbathers must shower before entering the pool. 

 Litter must be disposed of properly. 

 Anyone unable to pass a swimming test is not permitted in deep water. 

 Diving: 

o Diving is only permitted in the diving area of the pool. Diving in the shallow portions of 

the pool (outside of the roped diving area) is prohibited.  

o Diving off the sides of the diving board is not permitted. 

o Only one person may be on the diving board at a time. 

o The diving area must be clear (all persons at the sides of the pool, or at the rope line) 

before a diver may dive/jump off the board. 

 Lap lane: 

o A lap lane will be designated for the exclusive use of lap swimming on a first come, first 

served basis. 

o No play is permitted in the lap lane or on/with the lap lane rope. 

o No rafts, tubes, floatation devices or toys are permitted in the lap lane. 

Penalties 

 Anyone entering the pool enclosure before or after operating hours, without permission, may be 

barred from using the pool and is subject to prosecution for trespassing. 

 Residents in violation of the above rules and regulations may have their pool privileges 

suspended for up to sixty (60) days after notice and opportunity for a hearing. See Bylaws 

Article VII, Section 1 (b). 

 The Board of Directors reserves the right to amend these rules/regulations at any time. 

 

2026 Pool Picnic Area Rules 

This will be the only area of the pool deck where eating is allowed. The Picnic Area is available to 

reserve for small gatherings during regular pool hours on a first come first served basis. 

Conduct, Health & Safety: 

 Pool passes are required to enter the picnic area. 

 Seating is available on a first come, first served basis. Usage will be limited to one-hour periods 

so that all residents have an opportunity to utilize the picnic area. 

about:blank
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 Residents may not place their belongings on tables to “save” them. 

 No glass containers are allowed within the pool picnic area.  

 No alcoholic beverages or intoxicants of any kind are allowed in the pool picnic area. 

 No smoking, including vaping, is allowed in the pool picnic area. 

 Litter and recycling must be disposed of properly. Anyone not cleaning up after themselves may 

be barred from using the pool and picnic area. 

 Grilling is not allowed. 

 

Penalties: 

 Anyone entering the pool enclosure before or after operating hours, without permission, may be 

barred from using the pool and is subject to prosecution for trespassing. 

 Residents in violation of the above rules and regulations may have their pool privileges 

suspended for up to sixty (60) days after notice and opportunity for a hearing. See Bylaws 

Article VII, Section 1 (b). 

 The Board of Directors reserves the right to amend these rules/regulations at any time. 

 

Reservations: 

 Only Association members in good standing may reserve the pool picnic pad. 

 To reserve, contact the LVCA Pool Committee at LVCApool@gmail.com at least 2 weeks prior 

to the event. 

o In your email, please include the date and time frame you wish to reserve the picnic pad.   

 To reserve, the member must have a valid pool pass. 

 To reserve, the member must complete the LVCA Pool Picnic Pad Agreement, which can be 

found on the LVCA website (https://lafayettevillage.org/pool/) or can be obtained by emailing 

LVCApool@gmail.com.  

 The picnic area may be reserved for a period up to 3 hours. 

 All event attendees (including residents) must wear a wristband. Wristbands will be dated. 

o 15 swimmer wristbands (green) will be provided for each event. 

o 10 non-swimmer/chaperone wristbands (red) will be provided for each event. 

 During reserved periods, one table must be made available for other pool guests to use. 

 Each household may reserve the picnic area a maximum of 3 times during the pool season. 

 The picnic area will not be available to reserve on holidays or during pool special events. 

  

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:Rebecca.just@yahoo.com
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OWNER: RENTER: 

  

ADDRESS: ADDRESS: 

  

PHONE: (H) PHONE: (H) 

(W) (W) 

(C) (C) 

Email: 

FAMILY MEMBER’S NAMES 

Ages of Children  

(A=Adult) 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

  

Renewal Stickers New Homeowner 

Passes 

Replacement Passes Guest Pass 5-Punch Cards 

Number requested = 

____     

Number requested = 

____     

Number requested = ____ x 

$5 

Number requested = ____ x 

$25 

  Total Enclosed = $ _____ Total Enclosed = $ _____ 

 

Each household will be issued five passes (not dependent on how many people actually live in your home).  If you are a new 

homeowner, your first five passes are provided at no charge. Passes should be kept and reused each year.  Stickers for the current year 

will be provided to all residents at no charge, and are required in addition to the passes for pool admission.  If you have lost your passes, 

replacements cost $5 each. Guest pass 5-punch cards cost $25 each.  Please send your check made payable to Lafayette Village 

Community Association with your application. 

I have read the 2026 LVCA Pool Rules and Regulations. I/we and our invited guests agree to abide by all rules and regulations 

related to the use of the pool facility. I/we and our guests agree to hold harmless the Lafayette Village Community Association and its 

Board of Directors, the Lafayette Village, Sequoia Management, Inc. and their employees and Atlantic Pool Service and their employees 

for any injuries or losses while at the pool facilities. 

 
_____________________________________________________/_______________________ 
SIGNATURE        DATE 

Registration form must be received by May 1, 2026, to ensure you receive your passes by pool opening. 

Pool passes will be mailed to homeowners who have applied for them beginning in mid-May.  

 
IF YOU SUBMIT YOUR REGISTRATION FORM AFTER MAY 1, 2026, IT CAN TAKE UP TO 3 WEEKS BEFORE YOU 

RECEIVE YOUR PASSES IN THE MAIL 
SEND THIS FORM TO: 

LVCA POOL REGISTRATION 

C/O Sequoia Management,  
Attn:  Nia DeSoto 

4795 Meadow Wood Ln, Suite 300 West     
Chantilly, VA 20151    
email: ndesoto@sequoiamgmt.com (You can include the information requested on this form or fill out the form posted on the LVCA website. Put LVCA Pool Pass Registration 
in subject line.) 

FOR SEQUOIA MANAGEMENT USE ONLY: 

ASSESSMENTS PAID:___________________ IN GOOD STANDING W/ACC___________  NEW HOMEOWNER_____ 

 

LVCA POOL REGISTRATION FORM - 2026 APPLICATION 
 

about:blank
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I, _______________________________________________________________, a resident of Lafayette Village, 

wish to reserve the LVCA Pool Picnic Pad on _________________________________________ between the 

hours of ________________ and ________________. (Note that your party must end 30 minutes before pool 
closing to ensure you can clean up after your party).  

I understand and agree to the following terms and conditions:  

1. I have reviewed the current year’s LVCA Pool Rules and Regulations and the Pool Picnic Pad Rules, 
attached to this agreement, and will ensure I and my guests will abide by these rules while in the pool 
area. These Rules and Regulations have been attached to this agreement.  

2. I understand that the pool picnic pad exit gate will only be used by me (or my guests) to bring in supplies 
for my party and to remove said supplies during clean up. Specifically, I will notify the pool lifeguards 
when I need to open and close the pool picnic pad gate. In addition, I will ensure that all guests, except 
those helping me set up for the party, enter the pool through the pool house, and will display to the 
lifeguards their wristbands when requested.  

3. Wristbands will be provided for 25 people: 15 swimmer wristbands (green) and 10 non-
swimmer/chaperone wristbands (red). All residents and guests over the age of 3, whether they are 
swimming or not, must have a wristband.  

4. I understand that other pool patrons may use the pool picnic pad for food consumption during the hours 
of my party and agree to leave one table free for the use of those pool patrons.  

5. I understand that no food or drink may leave the pool picnic pad area during my party.  

6. I understand that the pool closes at 8:30 pm on weekdays and 8:00 pm on weekends and holidays. I 
agree to clean up the pool picnic pad starting no later than 30 minutes before pool closing. I will be 
liable for any overtime charges incurred if the pool lifeguards or other pool staff need to remain in the 
pool after closing to accommodate my clean-up. As part of my clean-up, all trash and recyclables must 
be removed from the pool premises.  

7. I agree that I and my guests will follow all directives issued by the pool life guards, in particular regarding 
the closing of the pool in the event of rain, thunder and lightning.  

8. I, the undersigned resident, understand and agree that neither the LVCA Pool Committee nor the 
Lafayette Village Community Association is responsible for any actions of me or the guests at my party. I 
THEREFORE AGREE TO HOLD HARMLESS THE POOL COMMITTEE, THE POOL LIFEGUARDS AND THEIR 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY, AND LAFAYETTE VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION AND ITS OFFICERS, 
DIRECTORS AND AGENTS, FROM ANY CLAIMS FOR LIABILITY, DAMAGE, OR LOSS THAT OCCUR IN 
CONNECTION WITH USE OF THE POOL PICNIC PAD BY ME OR ANY OF MY GUESTS. 

  
Resident Signature: _________________________________________________  Date: __________________ 

Address of Lafayette Village Home: ____________________________________________________________  

 
Approval by LAFAYETTE VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION Pool Committee Chair or Designee: 

Name and Title: ____________________________________________________  Date: __________________ 
 
Attachments Current LVCA Pool Rules 
  Current Pool Picnic Pad Rules 
  

LAFAYETTE VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION Pool Picnic Pad Agreement 2026 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
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POOL PICNIC PAD RULES: 

This will be the only area of the pool deck where eating is allowed. The picnic pad is available to reserve for 

small gatherings during regular pool hours on a first come first served basis. 

CONDUCT, HEALTH & SAFETY: 

 Pool passes are required to enter the picnic area. 

 Seating is available on a first come, first served basis. Except when a resident has reserved the pool 

picnic pad (see Reservations, below), usage will be limited to a one hour period so that all residents have 

an opportunity to utilize the picnic area. 

 Residents may not place their belongings on tables to “save” them. 

 No glass containers are allowed within the pool picnic area. 

 No alcoholic beverages or intoxicants of any kind are allowed in the pool picnic area. 

 Smoking is not allowed in the pool picnic area. 

 Litter and recycling must be disposed of properly. Anyone not cleaning up after themselves may be 

barred from using the pool and picnic area. 

 Grilling is not allowed. 

 

PENALTIES: 

 Anyone entering the pool enclosure before or after operating hours, without permission, may be barred 

from using the pool and is subject to prosecution for trespassing. 

 Residents in violation of the above rules and regulations may have their pool privileges suspended for up 

to sixty (60) days.  See Bylaws Article VII, Section 1 (b). 

 The Board of Directors reserves the right to amend these rules/regulations at any time. 

 

RESERVATIONS: 

 Only Association members in good standing may reserve the pool picnic pad. 

 To reserve, contact the Pool Committee at least 2 weeks in advance via email at LVCApool@gmail.com 

 To reserve, the member must have a valid pool pass.  

 To reserve, the member must also complete the LVCA Pool Picnic Pad Agreement, which can be found 

on the website (https://lafayettevillage.org/pool/) or can be requested from the Pool Committee. 

 The Picnic Area may be reserved for a period up to 3 hours. 

 All event attendees (including residents) must wear a wristband. Wristbands will be dated. 

o 15 swimmer wristbands (green) will be provided for each event. 

o 10 non-swimmer/chaperone wristbands (red) will be provided for each event. 

 During reserved periods, one table must be made available for other pool guests to use. 

 Each household may reserve the picnic area a maximum of 3 times during the pool season. 

The picnic area will not be available to reserve on holidays or during pool special events. 
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