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The Lafayette
Village
community
recently lost a
treasured, long-
time resident and
beloved Garden
Guru, Anne
Sansbury. To
honor her we
share this article
originally
published in 2020
in “Annandale
Today” in which
we learn from
Anne’s own voice
what it was like to
grow up in
Annandale in the
1950s.
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Annandale Village in the 1950s

Reprinted with permission from “Annandale Today”

By Anne Sansbury

There are many theories about the origin
of the name Annandale, but a likely one is
that it was named after the valley of the
Annan River (i.e., Annan Dale) in
Dumfriesshire, Scotland. Over there exists
a museum dedicated to Virginiana, so
there’s definitely some connection
between the two. My family moved to
Annandale in 1949, before Little River
Turnpike was widened to two lanes. My
parents had purchased eight acres of trees
on Walton Lane before WWII, but
couldn’t get building materials until after
the war.

They cut down a swath of trees, enough to
determine the perfect location for their
house, and they bought plans for a Better
Homes and Gardens model home, an open
concept house with the kitchen on one
side of a breakfast bar and a recreation
room on the other and large windows all
the way around. My mother could watch

their four kids while working in the galley kitchen that
included the laundry area and ironing board. My mother’s
sorority sister had recommended Walton Lane, and her
family built a house there too. Later they recommended
another family, so my parents sold off some land so the third
family could buy a nice big lot, and they built in between the
first two families. All the “girls” from these three families
got together for lunch recently and have been swapping
memories of our childhoods on Walton Lane. There were a
few other houses on Walton Lane before we got there, but
mainly there were trees, especially scrub pines that surely
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Anne Sansbury
1/25/45 - 6/17/25
It was a great honor to know her.

must have reminded my father of his hometown of Calais,
Maine.

Most of Annandale was a forest back then, with a variety
store at the center on Columbia Pike and a small general
store at Ravensworth and Little River, the site of a trading
post many years before. At first, we did our main grocery
shopping in Arlington, way down Wilson Boulevard, and
had to go into DC to buy clothes. Many residents went to
Philadelphia and/or New York to do their shopping for
clothes and household items, but we just went to
Philadelphia to visit my Russian grandparents and we never
went to New York, even though my mother grew up there
and adored the city. We did have electricity and phones, but
we shared our telephone lines with a few other people. If we
heard someone talking when we picked up the phone, we
quickly hung up and tried our call later. Nobody talked on
the phone for more than five minutes at a time.

And yes, we drank out of the hose because we could only go
indoors to use the bathroom. Each family had a different
Continued on page 11

In this issue...

¢ We’'re having a Community Yard Sale!
+ Spotlight by Starlight schedule

+ New Tot Lot coming soon!
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Our Community Information....

LVCA Board Members

President — Donna Jacobson
Ivca.bod.president@gmail.com

Vice President — vacant

Treasurer — John Alexander
jmalex14@msn.com

Secretary — Gina Keating
gina.keating@gmail.com

Director-at-Large — Dr. Julia Wray
drjuliawray@gmail.com

Committee Chairs

Architectural Control (Co-Chairs) —
Peter Phipps and Rick Jacobson
LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com

Grounds — Mike Nutbrown
grounds@lafayettevillage.org

Finance — John Alexander
jmalex14@msn.com

Pool — Rebecca Just
LVCApool@gmail.com

Recreation — Vacant

Communications — Donna Jacobson
Ivca.bod.president@gmail.com

Neighborhood Watch — Vacant

Website Manager
Steve Chao
hello@lafayettevillage.org

Newsletter Editor
Cheryl Ryefield
newsletter@lafayettevillage.org

Sequoia Management Company
Dale Edwards
dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com
Phone: 703-803-9641
Fax: 703-968-0936

Patriot Disposal Services
www.patriotdisposalservices.com
Phone: 703-257-7100
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Lafayette Village Community Events Calendar

Board Meetings — Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Location to
be announced.

ACC Meetings — Meeting location, date and time is to be determined. If interested in
attending contact Peter Phipps or Rick Jacobson at LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com.

Grounds Committee — Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at around
7:00 p.m. except in December. If interested in attending contact Mike Nutbrown at
grounds@lafayettevillage.org or Donna Jacobson at lvca.bod.president@gmail.com.

Finance Committee — Meetings are held at 7900 Peyton Forest Trail. Date and time
is to be determined. If interested in attending contact John Alexander at
jmalex14@msn.com.

Neighborhood Watch — TBD

Fairfax Federation — Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden Dr., Fairfax.

All residents, including renters, are invited to attend scheduled meetings.

Thanks to those who contributed to this issue of our newsletter:

Donna Jacobson, Rick Jacobson, Rebecca Just, Mike Nutbrown, Dr. Julia Wray,
Angela Rowley, Lisa Conoly, Jocelyn Porteria, Kristina Watts, and those who
submitted articles and ads.

Lafayette Village
Community Yard Sale

Saturday, August 2"
(Rain date Sunday, August 3")

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Page 2

Look for updated information on www.lafayettevillage.org and Nextdoor


about:blank
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
about:blank
mailto:LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:LVCApool@gmail.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:grounds@lafayettevillage.org
mailto:lvca.bod.president@gmail.com
about:blank
mailto:betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com?subject=Community Yard Sale

A Note from the President...

Hi Everyone,

It has been my honor and privilege to be President of
Lafayette Village Community Association for the last seven
years. However, at this point, | need to devote more time to
personal and family issues, and | will be resigning from my
position of president of LVCA this October 21st at our
Annual Meeting.

I have found being president of our beautiful community to
be a fulfilling experience and | hope my actions and choices
have helped to make our community a better place to live. |
have met so many wonderful people during my seven years
as president, and have thoroughly enjoyed working with the
other board members, the committee chairs and members,
and the residents in our community.

Some of you may remember that initially | did not want to
be on the Board, let alone be president, but | am glad that |
changed my mind. I have completely enjoyed the last seven
years and the chance to meet so many of the community’s
wonderful residents. However, | think it might be time for
our younger residents, who have more energy than I, to start
taking over and planning for the future of our community.

Annual Meeting: We will be having the Lafayette Village
Annual Meeting on Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at the
Mason District Governmental Building. We have two
positions on the Board of Directors which are up for election
this year and both John Alexander and Gina Keating plan to
run for re-election. However, since | am retiring from the
Board this October, and Adrian Sobie needed to resign
earlier this year, we are also looking to appoint two new
Board members. If you always wanted to be on the Lafayette
Village Community board, now is the time to do it. If you
would like to be appointed for one of these openings, please
email me at LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com or one of the
other Board members.

More news concerning the October Annual Meeting will be
in the Fall Newsletter, which comes out at the beginning of
September

Distribution of Proceeds from Purchase of Easement:
Lafayette Village Community allowed Fairfax County to
purchase an easement on our property, for Fairfax County to
complete a stream restoration and pond retrofit project. This
work is going to be done in the common area behind Byrds
Nest Pass and Mt. Airey Lane. This project will help with
stormwater management and erosion, and benefit both
Lafayette Village and the County.
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Donna Jacobson, President
LVCA Board of Directors

A letter concerning this transaction was sent to every
homeowner on May 5, 2025 and a copy can be found on
page 16 of this newsletter.

Swimming Pool News: | am happy to announce that the
Lafayette Village Swimming Pool opened on Saturday, May
24th. Residents need to be in good standing to use the
swimming pool; no outstanding dues payments nor
violations. The pool season for 2025 and hours of operation
are as follows:

SEASON:
Saturday, May 24 through Monday, September 1

HOURS:

Weekdays: May 27 — June 6, 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
Weekdays: June 9 — August 15, 11:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m.
Weekdays: Aug. 18 — Aug. 29, 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
Weekends and Holidays: 11:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.

Once again, we do not have any special health restrictions
which we are required to follow this year; however, use of
the pool facility is strictly at the patron’s own risk. If you
have any health symptoms, please stay home and do not visit
the swimming pool.

Trash, Recycling & Yard Waste: We continue to have
problems with trash and recycling, especially in areas in the
community which are near the woods. To help alleviate
some of the issues with wildlife getting into the trash, I
suggest that as many residents as possible use trash cans
with tight lids. However, if you cannot use a trash can, |
suggest that residents use a heavy-duty trash bag, such as
Hefty brand trash bags. In the areas where residents are
using these heavy-duty bags, | have noticed fewer problems
with the trash being attacked by wildlife. Also, please
remember to place both your trash and recycling out after
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A Note from the President, continued ....

6:00 p.m. or dusk, whichever comes sooner, to help alleviate
the problem.

Just a reminder, yard waste is now collected on Saturday
mornings. If you need to know how to package your yard
waste, or any other information, please visit Patriot Disposal
Services website at: www.patriotdisposalservices.com. You
can also call them at 703-257-7100.

LVCA Parking Regulations: During the summer months
many residents have more visitors, so | would like to remind
residents of the Lafayette Village parking regulations. These
regulations need to be followed by both residents and their
guests, and can be found on page 17 of this newsletter.
Violation of many of these restrictions can lead to your
vehicle being towed, so please observe the parking

regulations, and make sure that your guests, and teenage
children, observe them also.

Communications: | would like to remind our residents that
Lafayette Village has a LVCA Resident Email List that is
used to send out information to the community. The LVCA
Resident Email List is kept confidential and is only used by
the President or Board of Directors for Association business.
If you would like to join the LVCA Resident Email List,
please send your email to LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com.
We are also a member of Nextdoor. You can find out more
about Nextdoor, including how to join, at
www.Nextdoor.com. | encourage all residents to join both.

Best Wishes for a Safe & Enjoyable Summer!
Donna Jacobson, President

New Tot Lot coming to Lafayette Village
this summer!!

By Dr. Julia Wray

We are excited to announce to our Lafayette Village
community that our tots will have a new playground
sometime before the end of the summer! A tentative
installment date has been set for August 18, 2025.
Demolition of our current playground and installation of the
new playground equipment will take approximately a week,
depending on weather conditions. We have had our current
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playground for approximately 25 years and it has served the
toddlers and young children in our community well,
however, it is time to replace it due to the wear and tear that
comes from years of well-loved and well-used equipment.
Here is a sneak preview of what the new playground will
look like. The Board of Directors is excited about the plans
and we hope you will be too!
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Committee Updates ....

Architectural Control Committee (ACC) — Peter Phipps & Rick Jacobson, Co-Chairs

Contacting the ACC:
Spring Inspections Schedule

You can contact the ACC by email at:
LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. This email address can

be used for any ACC correspondence including requests, Activity Start End
questions, issues, concerns, etc.

) ) 1st Inspection 3/3/2025 3/7/2025
Spring Inspections:
Annual inspections help to keep our community a desirable 1st Notice (30 days) 3/17/2025
place to live. If you received a violation letter and have any 2nd Inspection 4/21/2025 4/22/2025
questions concerning your letter, please contact Dale
Edwards at dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. Please correct 2nd Notice (15 days) 4/28/2025
any violations in a timely fashion. Homeowners who do not
correct violations may need to have a hearing with the Delinquent Date 5/17/2025
Board of Directors to explain why their violations have not
been corrected. Pool Opens 5/24/2025
Corrections to violations from the Spring Inspection do Pool Passes Required 6/16/2025

not require ACC Approval unless you are changing the
appearance of your house. For example, replacing a rotten
board and repainting it the same color is not considered an
appearance change. Changing the color of your trim or
replacing your roof will require ACC Approval. If you have
any questions on whether your repair work will require
ACC Approval, please feel free to contact the ACC at:
LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com.

Patriot will only pick up boxes on Wednesday, our
scheduled recycling pick up day. Please DO NOT place
boxes out with the normal household trash.

If you have an item to throw away and you are not sure if
Patriot will pick it up with the scheduled household trash
collection, please call Patriot at 703-257-7100 and talk
Trash & Recycling: with them BEFORE placing the item out for pick up.
Trash is picked up by Patriot Disposal Services on
Mondays and Thursdays and should NOT be placed out for
pick up before Sunday evening at 6:00 p.m. (or dusk) and

Wednesday evening at 6:00 p.m. (or dusk) respectively. We

If you do place an item out for pick up and Patriot does not
remove it, please bring that item back to your backyard or
garage until other arrangements can be made.

have been working with Patriot Disposal Services to pick
up the trash earlier in the day. This helps significantly with
the animal issues during the day, but residents still need to
bag their trash properly to prevent overnight animal issues.
Trash should always be bagged properly using hard sided
trash cans with lids or heavy plastic bags. Do not use
grocery bags or shopping bags for trash. Recommended
Trash Bagging Solutions are outlined in the table on page
7. Proper trash bagging helps to keep our streets clean and
sanitary.
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Recycling is picked up on Wednesdays and should NOT be
placed out for pick up before Tuesday evening at 6:00 p.m.
(or dusk). Recycling should be placed out in recycling bins
or paper bags. Recycling that is placed out in plastic bags
cannot be recycled due to the recycling process.
Unfortunately recycling placed out in plastic bags is just
thrown in with the trash. If you do not have a recycling bin,
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Committee Updates, continued ....

ACC Committee report, continued

you can get one from Patriot, or you can purchase your own
recycling bin at places like Home Depot or Lowe’s.

Yard waste is picked up on Saturday.

Both trash cans and recycling bins need to be brought back
into your backyard, house, or garage by 11 p.m. the
evening that the trash or recycling is collected. If kept
outside, trash cans and recycling bins should be kept in
your backyard and not be left outside of your fence, in your
front bushes, or in your driveway.

Labeling Trash Cans & Recycling Bins:

The ACC requires all residents to place their addresses
clearly on their trash cans and recycling bins. The ACC is
constantly getting emails concerning lost or misplaced trash
cans and recycling bins. Since many times one trash can or
recycling bin looks very much like another, there is often
confusion over these items. Having residents place their
address on their trash cans and recycling bins will help
solve this problem and save the residents, and the ACC, a
lot of time and effort resolving these situations.

Violations:

In order to keep Lafayette Village clean and desirable,
violation letters can be sent out throughout the year for
violations of the ACC Guidelines. If you receive a violation
letter you are required to fix the violation within 30 days. If
you have any questions concerning your letter or if you are
having problems getting your violations repaired, please
contact Dale Edwards at dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com.

Residents who don’t fix their violations can be called
before the Board of Directors for a hearing.

Exterior Improvements:

ACC Approval is required before any Exterior
Improvement is made to any townhouse or detached house.
This includes, but is not limited to, new roofs, new siding,
new windows, new shutters, new doors (front or back), new
decks, new fences, installing solar panels, changing paint
colors, replacing front yard trees, and so on. Many
contractors know that Lafayette Village is governed by
ACC Guidelines and will insist that you provide them with
written ACC approval before they will start work. Work
performed without, or before approval is received, may
have to be redone. Rework is expensive and well worth
avoiding.

If you are not sure if your change requires ACC Approval,
feel free to contact the ACC Co-Chairs: Pete Phipps and
Rick Jacobson at LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. The
ACC is always willing to work with residents to resolve
questions or issues. The ACC’s goal is to make the
approval process as painless and straightforward as
possible.

For reference, the full ACC Guidelines and ACC Request
form are available on the LVCA website at:
lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-
committee-documents.

Type Pick Up Day Put Out Time Put Cans / Bins Away
Not before 6 p.m. or 11 p.m. Monday
UiEL Dlopey dusk on Sunday Evening
. Not before 6 p.m. or 11 p.m. Wednesday
Recycling N Y dusk on Tuesday Evening
Not before 6 p.m. or T11 p.m. Thursday
LEEs LT L dusk on Wednesday Evening
Yard Waste TR Not before 6 pm or 11 p.m. S?turday
dusk on Friday Evening
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Recommended Trash Bagging Solutions....

TRASH
RECOMMENDATIONS PICTURE
BAGGING
Can use Patriot or any brand
trash can. Prevents animals
Qi from getting into trash and
PREFERRED Hr?_;ghsgj;: making a mess. Do not overfill
SOLUTION ith Lid so lid cannot close. Trash cans
with Li cannot be stored in front/side
yards or common areas
between trash days.
Sturdy enough to prevent most
Heavy black animal issues. Can be used to
RECOMMENDED Hefty type double-bag trash with 2 white
bags trash bags inside of 1 black
heavy bag.
Does not prevent all animal
S issues. Better to put inside
NOT V}[/hltﬁ gusnde hard-sided trash can or double-
APPROVED rash bags bagged inside heavy black
bags.
_ Does not prevent animal
NOT White issues. Needs to be put inside
expandable hard-sided trash can or double-
APPROVED bags bagged inside heavy black
bags.
Not approved. Does not
prevent animal issues. Needs
NOT Grocery bags to be put inside hard-sided
ACCEPTABLE trash can or double-bagged

20

inside heavy black bags.
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Questions? Contact the ACC at: LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com

Page 7



http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com

Committee Updates, continued ....

Grounds Committee — Mike Nutbrown, Chair
Our annual Earth/Arbor Day celebration took place in late

April after a false-start attempt earlier in the month due to a
miscommunication with the landscaping company. The
event began as in other years with a community cleanup
where residents collected a number of bags of trash from
around the community. We regrouped just after noon for the
tree planting ceremony where residents helped finish the
planting of a Hickory tree in between Colonial Village Row
& Newport Glen Pass.

Hickories have the potential to live hundreds of years and
are slow growing hardwood tree that grow a deep taproot
straight down into the ground. This taproot makes them
resilient in varying weather conditions and is great for
preventing soil erosion and will anchor the tree in strong
winds. Hickories are also vital to wildlife and host to
numerous butterflies and moth species, and will provide nuts
in the fall enjoyed by the squirrels, rabbits and birds. We are
looking forward to the dappled shade this tree will provide
in the summer heat.

Our spring tree pruning included the American Sycamore at
the corner of Trammel Ct. & Lafayette Village Dr., the Red
Maple at the corner of Lafayette Village Dr. & Trammell
Road, the community Littleleaf Linden out front of 3698
Yorktown on the corner, the Maple between 3721 & 3723
Yorktown Village Pass, the grouping of trees with
overhanging branches behind 3733-3737 Yorktown Village
Pass to allow sun to reach the pathway, the Willow Oak
between the homes at 7878 Colonial Village Row & 7866
Newport Glen Pass, a tree along the wood line near the
corner of 7801 Byrds Nest Pass, the community Maple off
the front corner of 3724 Mount Airey Lane, the Maple
across from 7810 Ashley Glen Rd next to the community
mailbox, the Cherry tree behind 7845 Ashley Glen Rd, and
the Maple on the corner of Hampton Village Pass and
Lafayette Village Dr.

Our spring tree removals included the Northern Maple with
heavy trunk damage at the corner of Yorktown Village Pass
and Lafayette Village Dr., the community Norway Maple
near the front of 7833 Byrds Nest Pass, the Red Maple with
heavy trunk damage off the front corner of 7878 Colonial
Village Pass near the newly-planted Hickory, and the dead
Redbud near the bench out near 7867 Hampton Village.
These areas were seeded and some will see new trees in their
place in the fall.
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A section of the large fallen tree behind Mount Airey Lane was cut out

to allow residents to pass through to Hidden Oaks Nature Center’s
trails.

We also had some storm-damage-related cleanup and
follow-up pruning of pine trees including 2 along Lafayette
Village Dr. between Colonial and Newport and one at the
end of Trammell Court. Also we had a section of the large
fallen tree behind Mount Airey cut out to allow residents to
pass through to the trails of Hidden Oaks.

Retaining wall work continued with approval to proceed
granted for the wall behind 3725-3729 Yorktown Village
Pass. The existing wall is deteriorating, but by burying the
utility box and removing the large tree in the location, the
surrounding area can be regraded to eliminate the need for a
wall completely. This was the lowest-cost option to address
the failing retaining wall in that location and will
significantly reduce cost for maintenance of that area in the
future.

The retaining wall off the back corner of 3733 Yorktown
was determined to still be in good shape by engineers, so
instead of replacement, it was enhanced with railing,
flagstones, and pruning of the nearby trees to increase
sunlight.

We also approved a small drainage enhancement project for
the end of the sidewalk in front of 7865 Hampton Village
Pass which would see standing water during and after rains.
The area was regraded to lower the grade below the edge of
the sidewalk, allowing water to flow down the slope towards
the natural area.

Finally I include our usual plea for support as we’re always
looking for new members of the committee to jump in and
take on coordination of projects to maintain and enhance our
community for everyone. Reach out if you’re interested.
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The pool season for 2025 and hours of operation

SEASON:
Saturday, May 24 through Monday, September 1
HOURS:

Weekdays: May 27 — June 6, 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
Weekdays: June 9 — August 15, 11:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m.
Weekdays: Aug. 18 — Aug. 29, 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
Weekends and Holidays: 11:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.

Additional events will be held on the following dates:

Swim Under the Stars: Saturday, June 28th (rain date Saturday, July 12th) from 8:00 -

10:00 p.m.

Wine and Cheese (adults only): Friday, July 25th (rain date Saturday, July 26th) from
8:00 - 10:00 p.m.

Swim Under the Stars: Saturday, August 18th (rain date Saturday, August 23rd) from
8:00 - 10:00 p.m.

Join the Yarn Yackers!

The “Yarn Yackers”, a group of neighbors and friends who knit and
crochet, would like to invite like-minded people to join us. We meet
on Sundays from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m,, either in person or on Zoom. If
interested in joining us, contact Lisa Conoly by email at
lisac_234@hotmail.com.
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Annandale Village in the 1950s, continued from page 1

way to call the children home for meals; my mother had
what she called a cow bell to call us in and some families
used whistles.

When we were very young, we played in a pen in the front
yard. It was a fairly large area surrounded by chicken wire
(which we now call poultry fencing), and my mother could
glance out any front window to make sure we were okay. Of
course we didn’t cause much trouble, because discipline was
at the option of the parents back then. We later converted
that area to a turtle pen which at one time housed 40 box
turtles. In hindsight, | suspect that was more an attempt to
keep turtles out of the gardens than it was entertainment for
us children.

Out back we had a large yard and an orchard before we got
to the woods, where we had a creek and swimming hole
before we got to the Manassas Gap Railroad embankment
with a culvert large enough for a young child to stand up in.
In 1854 the MGRR acquired land for their own Independent
Line but they ran out of money before the tracks were laid.
We found very old shell casings back there. Most of the kids
caught crawfish in the creek but I couldn’t stand the thought
of getting pinched. | preferred catching lizards and hop toads
in the yard and chasing moles through their tunnels under
the grass.

The Hummer Road Park used to cover quite a bit of land on
the east side of Hummer Road, and although we were
located in the middle of Walton Lane, the park abutted our
back yard. There was a nice big hill and a log cabin at the
top where the groundskeeper lived with his wife and
daughter. Although it wasn’t safe because of all the trees in
the way, we sledded down that hill when it snowed. Along
the edge of the park next to our property was a large area
with strawberry plants among the weeds. | have never tasted
any other strawberry as delicious as those in the park. The
other thing we chewed on from the park was sassafras twigs.
Now they are considered carcinogenic, but back then they
were considered the next best thing to candy.

Many years ago we were allowed to burn our trash and yard
waste in our back yards, and if we had zoysia grass, which
we did in our back yard, we were allowed to burn that off
every year. Likewise, we could set off fireworks and fire
crackers in our own yards, which we did every Fourth of
July.
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The three families took turns hosting a picnic and fireworks
on the Fourth, which is one of our favorite memories of
childhood. The children ran around with sparklers before
dinner and we all gazed in delight at the fireworks displays
after dinner. One of the things that seems to have delighted
all the children is snakes, those little black pellets that we set
fire to and watched grow into snake-like ashes. When we
were older, we started watching the DC fireworks from the
Navy Annex hill at the east end of Columbia Pike. We
would park our car at the bottom of the hill and watch from
closer to the top. It looked like the entire display was for our
benefit alone.

Back in those days, parking a car in DC was never a
problem. To visit the Lincoln Memorial, we parked
anywhere around the building, for as long as we wanted. At
the other end of Memorial Bridge, there was a small patch of
land with more dandelions per square inch than anywhere
else around. Every year our family pulled the car over there
and spent some hours picking dandelions that my parents
took home and turned into dandelion wine. We could pretty
much park anywhere in DC and it was okay.

Our driveway was a very long right-of-way that my father
covered with rocks from his gardens, year after year. As he
dug and re-dug his plots, he took many a wheelbarrow full
of rocks down to the driveway, first to fill in the mud holes
and then to fill in the entire driveway. In the process, he
found some almost perfect arrowheads and beautiful
samples of quartz crystals and fool’s gold. It wasn’t much
fun shoveling snow off the longest rocky driveway in town,
but it later served as the local Lovers Lane, so we had to
keep it in good order.

The other grueling task was raking leaves. We had very
large areas to rake and the leaves could be a foot deep in no
time if we didn’t keep at it every weekend in the Fall. We
lugged the leaves on a huge tarp to various places — the gully
in front, the woods next to the turn-around, the leaf bine on
the far side of the house from the garage. It would have been
helpful to lug them to the woods beyond the back yard, but
that’s where the ducks were. Our friends off of Braddock
Road had a goat, and a family at the top end of Walton Lane
had some horses, and friends behind the current library
raised chinchillas, but my father raised ducks, so we
routinely ate low-fat ducks and duck eggs. Otherwise, we ate
mainly homegrown fruits and vegetables, almost everything
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Annandale Village in the 1950s, continued from page 10

imaginable, from all the regular produce to gooseberries and
Jerusalem artichokes and kohlrabi.

We kids also ate whatever we could find outdoors because
we would be hungry between meals. We smashed hickory
nuts and ate the meat. We ate a lot of sour grass. [ don’t
even know what that is, but it tasted good. We had
mushrooms everywhere, but were warned not to eat them, so
when my father brought in some puffballs and announced
that we would eat them with steak gravy, | thought he was
trying to do away with us. But it turned out to be love at first
bite. We continued to have puffballs in our front yard for a
couple years, but | haven’t seen one since then. At some
point we started buying sides of beef up at the butcher shop
in Tysons corner, which was about all there was in Tysons
Corner, and everything was nicely packaged to fit into our
large deep freeze along with all the frozen fruits and
vegetables from my father’s gardens, some ducks, and an
occasional rabbit. After | was grown, my father killed a
squirrel that | skinned and my mother and | used to make
Brunswick Stew. All the other squirrels my father caught
were released in Fairfax, to keep them away from his
gardens.

Across from the deep freeze, in the excavated part of the
cellar, were shelves stocked with products my parents
canned, such as tomatoes, applesauce, bread-and-butter
pickles, and a wide assortment of jams and jellies. Part of
the cellar hadn’t been excavated and we climbed up in there
and crawled around through cobwebs and bugs. | remember
doing that when | was a grown woman as well, because
that’s how we reached the outdoor water valve. We had our
own well and septic system, so the water tasted great, but we
couldn’t let anything do down a drain and when our
electricity went out, which it did a few times, we had no
pump and thus no water. Luckily, that seemed to happen
mostly during the summer storms, and we could bathe at the
swimming pool. We join HRARA, the Holmes Run Acres
Recreation Association pool, when it opened in 1953, and
they would like us to know that we can still join their pool!
To flush toilets and brush teeth without electricity, we
always kept gallon jugs of water in the cellar and around the
house.

We all attended Annandale Elementary School, which was
located at 7200 Columbia Pike, where the Annandale Adult
Day Health Center is now. There was no fire station next
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door, and | remember the upset when we learned that it was
going to be built. We could appreciate the benefits, but were
worried about the noise of sirens so close to home. In fact, |
don’t think we ever noticed the sirens, and the one time we
did have a fire, my father had to put it out by ripping down
the burning curtains and throwing them out in the rain while
the fire engine ran up and down Walton Lane looking for
our house, which was not visible from the road.

Little by little, buildings popped up around Annandale and
every year in school we were challenged to write a theme,
“Annandale, the Town with a Future.” I was aghast that any
adult would try to glean ideas for the future from a bunch of
school children; furthermore, I didn’t have one idea myself
and was somewhat embarrassed that I couldn’t join the
contest. | would love to read those themes now. I doubt
anybody nailed the current Annandale.

The library was first located in the Turnpike Press Building
but soon outgrew that space and moved to a tiny spot that it
shared with the post office. This was where Annandale
Watch and Clock is now. Our dentist, Dr. Goode, was across
Annandale Road from the library. After the library moved to
its current location, the tiny spot became lva Trice, a dress
shop, and we could finally shop for clothing locally. While
we had plenty of books in the school library for our routine
book reports, once we got to high school, if we had to write
a topical report, we would rely on my father to bring us
books from the DC Public Library and the Library of
Congress. I’m sure this gave us an advantage over the
students who didn’t have a parent working in DC and
willing to spend whole lunch periods tracking down books.

I’m trying to think of a downside to living in Annandale in
the 50s, but I can’t. At the time, | thought that walking miles
and miles to get to a few houses on Halloween was a chore,
but we used to end up with whole brown grocery bags full of
candy, so | now realize we made out like bandits back then.
At the time, I thought it was a crime that we couldn’t walk
to all our friends’ homes, but now I think we got a lot more
studying done because we were isolated. At the time, |
thought it was a shame that our father wasn’t President,
forcing us to be more refined — Mom used to tell us, “It’s a
good thing your father isn’t President, because you could
never behave this way” — and now I’'m truly grateful that we
got to slop around in the mud and scream at the top of our
lungs. +
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Yarn Bombing Art Installation at Pohick Library

By Lisa Conoly

If you've visited Pohick Regional Library recently, you may programs came together to create the massive project that took
have noticed a new art installation — the four pillars in the almost a year to complete. Several of the pieces included were
center of the library have been yarn bombed! upcycled from other projects: unfinished sweaters or
blankets, half-finished toys put aside, or bits of yarn left over
from previous projects. Pohick invites you to engage with the
art panels and discover the many thoughtful details that make
this such a delightful and visually engaging project.

Wikipedia defines yarn bombing as "a type of graffiti or street
art that employs colorful displays of knitted or crocheted yarn
or fiber”.

Pohick Library has a maker space (aka the POD) that serves
as a meeting space for creative people who wish to learn or
share their craft. Many attendees of the POD's yarn-centric

Pohick Regional Library is located at 6450 Sydenstricker
Road, Burke, VA 22015.
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Happy Travels!

By Angela Rowley

Summer is here! School is out and our
minds turn to vacations and summer
travels. Whether you are vacationing
close to home or planning an
international trip, here are some tips
and suggestions.

If you are driving to your destination
and leaving on a weekday you might
want to consider leaving after rush
hour or, as | have done many times, in
the middle of the night. Passengers
(children!) have the opportunity to sleep and arrive at the
destination refreshed! Another thing to keep in mind when
planning your journey is to consider any major towns or
cities that you might be driving through or around, to avoid
their rush hour.

If you are traveling with a pet, and seeking pet-friendly
accommodations, check out www.bringfido.com. Just put in
your intended destination and see what accommodations will
welcome your four-legged family member. If you have a
lengthy road trip check out www.aaa.com/triptik for places
or attractions to visit along the way, including places to stop
for a meal.

If you are traveling internationally make sure you leave
plenty of time to get your passport and any necessary visas.
It is a good idea to go to the website of your destination’s
embassy for clarification. You might also want to check the
State Department’s website for any travel advisories.

Most airlines now charge for checked bags so if possible,
travel light so you can use the carry-on option. | have always
found it useful to roll clothes for packing rather than fold
them; it takes up much less space! You might also want to
consider travel insurance. There are many plans out there
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that offer coverage from lost luggage to
flight cancellation to medical
emergencies. | would suggest starting
with the insurance company you are
currently with as they might give you a
better deal.

If you are traveling to an international
destination that you are unfamiliar with,
it is a good idea to research that
country’s customs and relevant laws.
This is particularly important if you are
planning on renting a car and driving overseas. For example
in the United Kingdom there is absolutely no turn on red,
anywhere! Also, in many countries you will need an
international driver’s license in order to rent a car. For
planning an overseas trip one good resource | have found is
www.aaa.com/tripcanvas. This helps with choosing a
destination and planning for that destination. So now your
plan is made and you are ready to go.

How early should you get to the airport? It is recommended
to arrive two hours in advance of a domestic flight and three
hours prior to an international flight. Some people will tell
you that that is not really necessary, but | like to get there
early when the check-in line is shorter and then go relax at
the gate until the flight. If you are traveling with young
children or have other special needs you will usually be
given priority boarding.

Did you know that there is a train that goes directly from
Union Station to BWTI airport? And Metro’s Silver Line now
goes directly to Dulles Airport. The Metro Station is right in
front of the Arrivals Terminal.

So, whether you are vacationing locally, across the country,
or overseas, be safe and happy travels!
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Summer Happenings at Hidden Oaks

by Kristina Watts, Site Manager, Hidden Oaks Nature
Center

School’s out and the weather’s warm. Among the various
celebrations in June is National Great Outdoors Month. If
you haven’t already been celebrating, this is a great time to
explore a park near you! At Hidden Oaks, we have
woodland trails, streams, and native gardens where you can
immerse yourself in the natural beauty around you. Our
park has a healthy ecosystem full of wildlife to observe if
you’re lucky. Grab one of our Old Oak Trail exploration
bags from the front desk to enhance your child’s experience
with some educational activities along the way.

This summer we have some important work going on. We
have a summer intern, Olivia, who is looking at ways to
improve our land use — especially the area behind the
building where the carved statue was, and Nature Playce.
We’d love to hear from you, our community members and
users of the park. If you have any ideas or thoughts on these
spaces — e,g., what they mean to you, what improvements
you would like to see — please contact Olivia at
olivia.rosen@fairfaxcounty.gov.

NATURE CENTER

v

Our new summer intern, Olivia Rosen.

We are also beginning to work on updating our site’s
Interpretive Plan. This is the document that outlines the
overall themes for our programs and general messaging of
the site, to guide us as we determine what activities to offer
and changes to the exhibits. As we get farther along in the
process, we’ll be offering various ways for the public to
provide input. In the meantime, if you have any ideas or
want to be involved, please contact me at
kristina.watts@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Thank you, and see you on the trails at Hidden Oaks!.
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Some of the wildlife you may be able to see while walking our trails —
raccoon, dragonfly, pileated woodpecker, and garter snake

Page 14

Look for updated information on www.lafayettevillage.org and Nextdoor


about:blank
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:olivia.rosen@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:kristina.watts@fairfaxcounty.gov

Home Sales In Lafayette Village Continue To Rise

By Jocelyn Porteria

Good news for all homeowners in Lafayette Village! Home
sales continue to rise in 2025. Currently, many potential
sellers are hesitant to put their homes up for sale due to
uncertain conditions: higher interest rates, government
employment, etc. Things are more unpredictable in this area,
being located near the nation’s capital, and our area has
been more impacted more than many other parts of the
United States.

For example, in Lafayette Village there have been only two
homes sold since the beginning of the year. They were
under contract within the four and eleven days, respectively,
with $5,000 and $25,000 more than the asking price. That is
impressive! Final sale prices were $750,000 and $655,000
which is amazing!! Neither of these homes are even end
units. This just shows how appealing our area is to
homebuyers and it is primarily because of our location. You
may be wondering why the big gap in the prices as most of
our homes are identical in size with slight differences in
square footage and the number of bedrooms and bathrooms.
Of course a lot has to do with the condition of the home:
whether or not it has been renovated, the age of the roof,
floors, windows, HVAC, furnace and appliances. But even
the smallest changes and upgrades you make in your house
can make it more appealing, such as shelving, crown
molding, even the look of the front and backyards
contributes. Whatever you put in your house to make it
beautiful makes a difference. It will pay off eventually.

A piece of advice to all homeowners: before you put your
property on the market, have professional eyes, like a
realtor, take a look at your property. We know what will sell
or what will have challenges. You do not need to spend a
fortune - sometimes just paint and simple furnishings will do
it. However, first of all repair everything that needs it: leaks,
faucets, superficial damage, as you do not want buyers to
turn away or ask for a lower sales price or credit over easy
fixes.
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I always place COMING SOON signs at all my listings, just
like in theaters; people will be waiting for the showing
before it even hits the market. This is a very good marketing
strategy and works for me all the time.

Note: Jocelyn Porteria is a Realtor® licensed in VA since
2006; she has lived in Lafayette Village since 2004. She has
been featured in TOP AGENT Magazine twice —2020 and
2023. She is a Consistent Top Producer of Fairfax Realty
and has earned over one hundred Five-Star Reviews on
Zillow from her clients. She is a Certified Expert Negotiator
and has her own Porteria Properties since 2020. To see
what her clients say about her, visit Zillow Reviews at
www.zillow.com/profile/PorteriaProperties/#reviews. You Il
also find at www.porteriaproperties.com and on Facebook
at http://www.facebook.com/PorteriaProperties. Call her at
571-432-8335 or email porteriaproperties2021@gmail.com
for free confidential consultations.
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LAFAYETTE VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

DISTRIBUTION OF EASEMENT PROCEEDS
May 5, 2025

Dear Residents,

Last year the Association entered into an agreement with Fairfax County to facilitate a stream restoration and
drainage pond retrofit project. This project will help with stormwater management and erosion, and benefit both Lafayette
Village and the County. The drainage pond and the creek are partly located in the Association’s common area behind Byrds
Nest Pass and Mt. Airey Lane.

To undertake this work, the County required easements from the Association. The County had the right to take these
easements by eminent domain, and pay the Association the fair value for the taking. In order to facilitate this work, which
will greatly benefit the Association, the Association granted several easements over the common area to the County, in
exchange for a payment of $73,800.

We notified our auditors about this agreement, and asked for options for handling the proceeds. They provided us
with several options, including (1) retaining the proceeds; (2) distributing the proceeds to the owners; and (3) distributing the
proceeds then leveling a special assessment on the owners for some, or all, of the refunds. The Board of Directors decided on
Option 2, distributing the proceeds to the owners. Retaining the proceeds would be considered taxable income to the
Association, and a significant amount of the proceeds would have had to be paid in taxes, to both the federal and state
governments.

Therefore, the Association will be distributing to the owners of each of the 315 homes in the Association 1/315" of
the net proceeds. We are permitted to deduct the legal fees expended by the Association in connection with these easements
from the proceeds distributed, so the calculation of the refund to owners is as follows:

Total proceeds $73,800.00
Association legal fees -4,005.00
Net distribution 69,795.00
Amount to each home

(1/315™ of above) $221.57

According to our auditors, the amount owners receive is a reduction in the cost basis of your home, because it is
compensation to you for your portion of the reduction in the common area. Therefore, it should not be considered taxable
income to you.

Sequoia Management, our management company, will be handling the distribution by crediting each home owner’s
account for $221.57, on July 1, 2025. Those enrolled in the free direct debit program (EFT) will have their July payment (as
well as future payments, if necessary) adjusted based upon the credit given. Those who pay by check (including pre-arranged
payment via their bank) can either reduce the amount of the July payment or send in the normal amount and then request a
refund via check from Sequoia Management. Those prepaid through the end of the year can also request a refund via check,
or allow the credit to carryover to 2026.

If you have any procedural questions on the distribution of the easement proceeds, please contact John Alexander,
LVCA Treasurer, at jmalex14@msn.com

This communication is not intended to be tax advice to the homeowners. We recommend that each homeowner
discuss this with their own individual income tax preparer.

Sincerely,

b&)\‘uvux \ ,Qu—ve_‘lulxc)\ NG

Donna Jacobson, President
Lafayette Village Community Association
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Lafayette Village Parking Regulations...

In the summer months, residents
usually have more visitors, so |
wanted to make sure that all
residents were aware of the
community parking regulations.
These regulations protect residents
and ensure that emergency
vehicles can have access to various
areas in the community if
necessary. In summary, the
following are included in the
LVCA parking regulations:

Reserved Spots - Only individuals
who are residents of the townhouse to which the Reserved

Spot is allocated, or guests who have been given permission

by these residents, can park in these spaces. Anyone else
parked in one of these spaces can be towed immediately.

No Parking Areas - No one can park in these areas due to
safety concerns. These areas need to be available for
emergency vehicles. Anyone parked in these areas can be
towed immediately.

Visitors Spots - These are spots allocated for visitors of
residents. Residents should not be parking in these Visitors
Spots. Also, one guest can only park in one of the Visitors
Spots for up to 2 days, and then the spot needs to be
available for other guests. A number of our residents have
visiting nurses or other visiting medical personnel and
parking spaces need to be available for these individuals.
Anyone in violation of this policy will be given a ticket for

the first violation and can be towed for the second violation.

Contractors — Any contractors doing work on a resident’s
property should park in the resident’s Reserved Parking
Spaces. Contractors should not be parking in No Parking
areas or double parking on community streets.
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Swimming Pool Parking Lot -
During swimming pool hours, only
residents using the swimming pool or
the community garden can park in the
swimming pool parking lot. Anyone
in violation of this policy will be
given a ticket for the first violation
and can be towed for the second
violation. The swimming pool hours
are:

SEASON:
Saturday, May 24 through Monday,
September 1, 2025

HOURS:
Weekdays: May 27 - June 6; 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
Weekdays: June 9 — August 15, 11:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m.
Weekdays: August 18 — August 29, 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
Weekends and Holidays: 11:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.

Residents who have had their Parking Privileges
Suspended — Residents who are not in good standing and
have had their parking privileges suspended cannot park in
their Reserved Spots. If they do, they will be given a ticket
and towed immediately. If you have had your parking
privileges suspended you need to contact Dale Edwards,
dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com, to resolve the issue.

The complete list of parking regulations can be found on the
Lafayette Village website at the following URL.:
lafayettevillage.org/resources/governing-documents. Please
take a few minutes to read these regulations.

Thank You,
Donna Jacobson, President
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SUMMER

ENTERTAINMENT SERIES . y

Spotlight by Stailighit

FAMILY FRIENDLY CONCERTS!* FRIDAYS AND SUNDAYS, 7:30-8:30 PM.+ SATURDAYS, 10-10:45 AM.
¢

Mason District is thrilled to invite you to Northern Virginia’s premier performance event of 2025: Fairfax County’s Summer Entertainment Series
featuring the Spotlight by Starlight concerts. Now in its third decade, Spotlight by Starlight captivated audiences with performances by talented artists
from across the globe. From dance troupes and puppet theater to music concerts, there’s something for everyone at Spotlight. Mason District is the
“Cultural Hub” of Fairfax County and we're excited to partner with these artists for a series right here in our own backyard. | hope to see you there!

Sincerely, Andres Jimenez, Mason District Supervisor

Ocho de Bastos

JUNE
City of Fairfax Concert Band

Washington Balalaika
Orchestra

The United States Navy Band
Sea Chanters

Zachary Smith & The Mardi
Gras Kings

JUNE

14 Shake It Up Jam
21 Uncle Ty-Rone
28 The Great Zucchini

Concert Band

Mason District Park
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Pat McGee

6621 Columbia Pike, Annandale

Fridays and Sundays at 7:30 p.

JULY
The United States 257th Army Band
Good Shot Judy
Pat McGee
Cathy & Marcy's Old Time Coalition
City of Falls Church Concert Band
The NOVA Symphony Orchestra

Project Locrea
n the

A Free Childeen’s Cntertainment Stries

m.
AUGUST

The British Invasion Years

The Grandsons

Ocho de Bastos

Eric Scott Trio

King Teddy

Justin Trawick and The Common Good

Saturday Mornings ¢ 10 - 10:45 a.m.

JULY
5 Mad Science of Washington
12 Marsha and the Positrons
19 Blue Sky Puppet Theater

AUGUST

2 LaMusica— A World of Encanto
with JChris

9 The YoJo Show

26 Rocknoceros 16 Groovy Nate

Get full series and updated details online: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances

Call 571-202-SHOW (7469) for show updates. Weather cancellations are made one hour before showtime.

The Summer Entertainment Series is made possible through corporate @ ominion  =Transurban
)

and private donations made to the Fairfax County Park Foundation
(www.fairfaxparkfoundation.org/projects). Spotlight by Starlight is
presented with generous contributions from the following sponsors:

Supporters of
Mason District Park
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S ""ry

703-324-8563 TTY Va. Relay 711
A Fairfax County, Va. publication. 5/25

Scan to donate!
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Community Ads ....

afyette Village
Latest Sold Homes in 2025

e Lafayette Village 3

Refreshed Spaces, LLC

ORGANIZING - DECORATING - STAGING

HELP YOU LOVE YOUR SPACE AGAINT

Betty Harmon

Professional Organizer & Interior Decorator

Days in
Address  Status The ‘Iarket Market Price  Price Sold

oo o] | 805 s7200 [F s700
g e | s | S0 [ 56500
h

betty@refreshedspacesdesigns.com
703-217-4707

weL

Interior Decorator and Home Organizer: I’'m a

professional organizer and interior decorator living . %
. . A sl iy
in Lafayette Village. Let’s declutter and put some
spark back in your home! We can start as a small W/ p
project or the entire house to achieve results you O(L é

A A Your Nelghborhood Realtor!
will be proud of. If interested, please call me at S g

703-217-4707 or email me at
betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com for more
information and to receive an estimate.

J
wok ok ok

www.PorteriaProperties.com

/ foe oy

Text/Call 571-236-5634
i (:nmsﬁl’muums
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Your Cruise and Lan (J_)"‘LLILU/}f

MARK RHODES
Quality Painting A travel agent in our community to book your next
Cruise or All Inclusive Vacation Package anywhere
. in the world. Please contact Pascasie Adedze at
Free Estimates pascasie.adedze@cruiseplanners.com or visit
passycruisevacation.com.

Dr. Julia Hollinger Wray
‘ 301 S. Columbus Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

CORNERSTONE 703-836-BACK (2225)
Chiropractic Fax: 703-836-7172
Email: drjuliawray@gmail.com
Website: www.drjuliawray.com
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