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Spring 2025 Newsletter 

Family Fun near Lafayette Village! 
By Angela Rowley 

How fortunate we are to live in an area rich in museums, 

parks, stately homes, monuments, and more! But I want to 

highlight some hidden gems close to Lafayette Village that 

are less known, great for family outings and are free or 

inexpensive. 

Clemyjontri Park is in McLean and besides offering the 

usual fun playground equipment, it also has a train, a 

carousel and a liberty swing. This is a specially-designed 

swing which holds a wheelchair, allowing the occupant the 

freedom to enjoy the experience of swinging without having 

to leave their wheelchair. This is the first of its kind in 

Virginia. In fact, the park is designed to allow ease of use 

for children of all abilities and challenges, from special 

equipment with ramps to rubber surfacing which allows 

wheelchairs to roll easily. Hours are from 7 a.m. to dusk. 

The train and carousel are seasonal. For more information 

go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/clemyjontri. 

Chessie’s Big Backyard is another great park, situated in 

Alexandria. This expansive park includes a playground and 

a 2,160-foot trail designed for children of all abilities. The 

trail is full of sensory opportunities including a sound 

garden, spinning rocks, and statues of all types of wildlife 

creatures that you encounter along the way. There is also a 

tree house with a canopy for resting or observing. In 

addition, the park includes a carousel and a special harbor 

with a sprinkler system for those hot days, a beach area and 

a water maze. The carousel and special harbor are open 

seasonally. For more information go to 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/recenter/franconia/family-

recreation-area. 

National Inventors Hall Of Fame, located in the City of 

Alexandria, is a unique museum that has a partnership with 

the United States Patent and Trademark Office and is 

housed within the 

same building. 

Admission is free and 

its purpose is to 

highlight and honor 

U.S. patent holders. It 

is a relatively small 

museum and 

showcases an array of 

dynamic exhibits and 

interactive experiences 

for visitors of all ages. 

You can climb inside a 

Ford Mustang that is 

merged from 1965 and 

2015 models! Explore 

breakthroughs in 

power from electricity to smart phones. There are exhibits 

highlighting Women in Innovation and other barrier-

breaking innovators. Learn about trademarks and see some 

vintage farm equipment. This unique museum also offers 

classes and camps. Go to www.invent.org to see more. 

Continued on page 8 

  

 

Having fun in the liberty swing at 

Clemyjontri Park. 
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Our Community Information…. 

LVCA Board Members 
 

President – Donna Jacobson  

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Vice President – vacant 

 

Treasurer – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Secretary – Gina Keating 

gina.keating@gmail.com 

Director-at-Large – Dr. Julia Wray 

drjuliawray@gmail.com 

 

Committee Chairs 
 

Architectural Control (Co-Chairs) – 

Peter Phipps and Rick Jacobson 

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com 

Grounds – Mike Nutbrown 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org 

Finance – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Pool – Rebecca Just 

LVCApool@gmail.com 

Recreation – Vacant 

Communications – Donna Jacobson 

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Neighborhood Watch – Vacant 

Website Manager 

Steve Chao 

hello@lafayettevillage.org 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Ryefield 

newsletter@lafayettevillage.org 

Sequoia Management Company 

Dale Edwards 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com 

Phone:  703-803-9641 

Fax:  703-968-0936 

Patriot Disposal Services 

www.patriotdisposalservices.com 

Phone:  703-257-7100 

Lafayette Village Community Events Calendar 

Board Meetings – Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Location to 

be announced. 

ACC Meetings – Meeting location, date and time is to be determined. If interested in 

attending contact Peter Phipps or Rick Jacobson at LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. 

Grounds Committee – Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at around 

7:00 p.m. except in December. If interested in attending contact Mike Nutbrown at 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org or Donna Jacobson at lvca.bod.president@gmail.com. 

Finance Committee – Meetings are held at 7900 Peyton Forest Trail. Date and time 

is to be determined. If interested in attending contact John Alexander at 

jmalex14@msn.com. 

Neighborhood Watch – TBD 

Fairfax Federation – Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30 

p.m. at Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden Dr., Fairfax. 

All residents, including renters, are invited to attend scheduled meetings. 

Thanks to those who contributed to this issue of our newsletter: 

Donna Jacobson, Rick Jacobson, Rebecca Just, Angela Rowley, Ilene Teixeira, 

Anne Sansbury, Kristina Watts, and those who submitted articles and ads. 
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Donna Jacobson, President 

LVCA Board of Directors 

Hello Everyone,

It’s the spring edition of the LVCA newsletter, which means 

that all the information you need to know concerning the 

spring inspections, the upcoming opening of the swimming 

pool and other spring community activities can be found in 

this newsletter. 

Spring Inspections:  Sequoia began doing the Spring 

Inspections on Monday, March 3rd. For more information 

on the inspection schedule, and when violations need to be 

completed, please see the Architectural Control Committee 

(ACC) Committee Report on page 4 of this newsletter. 

Swimming Pool:  The swimming pool will open this year 

on Saturday, May 24th. The Association will be offering 

Guest Passes and Picnic Pad reservations again this year. For 

more information about the swimming pool please read the 

Pool Committee Report on page 7 of this newsletter. The 

Pool and Picnic Area Rules and Regulations can be found on 

page 13 of this newsletter. Please take time to read the Pool 

and Picnic Pad Rules and Regulations before the pool season 

begins. 

The HOA is using the same lavender pool passes as last 

year, but every household needs to apply for 2025 stickers to 

adhere to their pool passes. Pool Pass enforcement will start 

on Saturday, May 31st. To obtain the pool passes in time, 

please send the LVCA Pool Registration Form 2025, found 

on page 17 of this newsletter, to Sequoia Management by 

Friday, May 9th. The form can be emailed or sent through 

the postal service. Both the email address and postal address 

are on the Pool Registration Form. Residents need to be in 

good standing, and have their violations from the Spring 

Inspection corrected, to receive their pool passes for the 

2025 season. 

Arbor Day/Earth Day Celebration:  I am happy to 

announce that Lafayette Village will hold its annual Arbor 

Day/Earth Day celebration this year towards the end of 

April. The celebration will consist of a community cleanup 

in the morning and the planting of a tree. More information 

will be forthcoming on the Arbor Day/Earth Day celebration 

once specifics are decided. 

HOA Dues:  The HOA quarterly dues increased in January 

2025 to $405 per quarter for townhouses and $207 per 

quarter for the detached houses on Merrimac Trail. Please 

make sure that you are paying the correct amount. A few 

residents did not adjust their payments in January 2025 and 

now have amounts outstanding on their accounts. If you 

need further information on your account, please contact 

Dale Edwards at dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. 

Communications:  I would also like to remind all residents 

that Lafayette Village has a LVCA Resident Email List that 

is used to send out information to the community, plus we 

are also a member of Nextdoor, the social network for 

communities in our area. I encourage all residents, both 

homeowners and tenants, to take advantage of both 

communication tools. 

The LVCA Resident Email List is kept confidential and is 

only used by the President or Board of Directors for 

Association business. If you would like to join the LVCA 

Resident Email List, please send your email address to 

LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com. Also, you can find out 

more about Nextdoor, including how to join, at 

www.Nextdoor.com. 

Volunteers Needed:  Finally, I would like to make residents 

aware that we need all types of volunteers for our 

community to run smoothly and remain attractive. Currently 

we need volunteers for the Finance Committee, the Grounds 

Committee, the Pool Committee, and the Tot Lot 

Committee. Even if you only have a little bit of time to 

volunteer, your insights and assistance are greatly 

appreciated. If you would like to volunteer for any 

committee, please contact me at 

LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com. 

Take Care, 

Donna Jacobson, President

A Note from the President… 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com
mailto:LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com
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Spring Inspections Schedule 

Activity Start End 

1st Inspection 3/3/2025 3/7/2025 

1st Notice (30 days) 3/17/2025 

2nd Inspection 4/21/2025 4/22/2025 

2nd Notice (15 days) 4/28/2025 

Delinquent Date 5/17/2025 

Pool Opens 5/24/2025 

Pool Passes Required 5/31/2025 

 

Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – Peter Phipps & Rick Jacobson, Co-Chairs 

Contacting the ACC: 

You can contact the ACC by email at: 

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. This email address can 

be used for any ACC correspondence including requests, 

questions, issues, concerns, etc. 

Spring Inspections: 

Annual inspections help to keep our community a desirable 

place to live. This year, Spring Inspections were scheduled 

for the week of March 3 (weather permitting) and violation 

letters should have been sent out by March 17. If you 

receive a violation notice, you have 30 days to fix the 

violation. The follow-up second inspection, to check on the 

violations found during the first inspection (week of March 

3), will be April 21 and 22. If necessary, second violation 

notices will be sent out by April 28. If you receive a 

violation letter and have any questions concerning your 

letter, please contact Dale Edwards at 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. 

The swimming pool is scheduled to open on Saturday, May 

24 and pool pass enforcement will begin on Saturday, May 

31. Residents need to be in good standing in order to use 

the swimming pool and other Lafayette Village amenities. 

Please correct any violations in a timely fashion. 

Homeowners who do not correct violations may need to 

have a hearing with the Board of Directors to explain why 

their violations have not been corrected. 

Corrections to violations from the Spring Inspection do not 

require ACC Approval unless you are changing the 

appearance of your house. For example, replacing a rotten 

board and repainting it the same color is not considered an 

appearance change. Changing the color of your trim or 

replacing your roof will require ACC Approval. If you have 

any questions on whether your repair work will require 

ACC Approval, please feel free to contact the ACC at 

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. 

Trash & Recycling: 

Trash is picked up by Patriot Disposal Services on 

Mondays and Thursdays and should NOT be placed out for 

pick up before Sunday evening at 6:00 p.m. (or dusk) and 

Wednesday evening at 6:00 p.m. (or dusk) respectively. We 

have been working with Patriot Disposal Services to pick 

up the trash earlier in the day. This helps significantly with 

the animal issues during the day, but residents still need to 

bag their trash properly to prevent overnight animal issues. 

Trash should always be bagged properly using hard 

sided trash cans with lids or heavy plastic bags. Do not 

use grocery bags or shopping bags for trash. 

Recommended Trash Bagging Solutions are outlined in the 

table on page 6. Proper trash bagging helps to keep our 

streets clean and sanitary. 

Patriot will only pick up boxes on Wednesday, our 

scheduled recycling pick up day. Please DO NOT place 

boxes out with the normal household trash. 

If you have an item to throw away and you are not sure if 

Patriot will pick it up with the scheduled household trash 

collection, please call Patriot at 703-257-7100 and talk with 

them BEFORE placing the item out for pick up. 

If you do place an item out for pick up and Patriot does not 

remove it, please bring that item back to your backyard or 

garage until other arrangements can be made.  

Recycling is picked up on Wednesdays and should NOT be 

placed out for pick up before Tuesday evening at 6:00 p.m. 

(or dusk). Recycling should be placed out in recycling bins 

or paper bags. Recycling that is placed out in plastic bags 

cannot be recycled due to the recycling process. 

Unfortunately recycling placed out in plastic bags is just 

thrown in with the trash. If you do not have a recycling bin,  

  

Committee Updates, continued …. Committee Updates …. 
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Type Pick Up Day Put Out Time Put Cans / Bins Away 

Trash Monday 
Not before 6 p.m. or  

dusk on Sunday 
Monday Evening 

Recycling Wednesday 
Not before 6 p.m. or  

dusk on Tuesday 
Wednesday Evening 

Trash Thursday 
Not before 6 p.m. or  
dusk on Wednesday 

Thursday Evening 

Yard Waste Saturday 
Not before 6 p.m. or  

dusk on Friday 
Saturday Evening 

 

ACC Committee report, continued 

you can get one from Patriot, or you can purchase your own 

recycling bin at places like Home Depot or Lowe’s. 

Yard waste is picked up on Saturday. 

Both trash cans and recycling bins need to be brought back 

into your backyard, house, or garage by 11 p.m. the 

evening that the trash or recycling is collected. If kept 

outside, trash cans and recycling bins should be kept in 

your backyard and not be left outside of your fence, in your 

front bushes, or in your driveway. 

Labeling Trash Cans & Recycling Bins: 

The ACC requires all residents to place their addresses 

clearly on their trash cans and recycling bins. The ACC is 

constantly getting emails concerning lost or misplaced trash 

cans and recycling bins. Since many times one trash can or 

recycling bin looks very much like another, there is often 

confusion over these items. Having residents place their 

address on their trash cans and recycling bins will help 

solve this problem and save the residents, and the ACC, a 

lot of time and effort resolving these situations. 

Violations: 

In order to keep Lafayette Village clean and desirable, 

violation letters can be sent out throughout the year for 

violations of the ACC Guidelines. If you receive a violation 

letter you are required to fix the violation within 30 days. If 

you have any questions concerning your letter or if you are 

having problems getting your violations repaired, please 

contact Dale Edwards at dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. 

Residents who don’t fix their violations can be called 

before the Board of Directors for a hearing. 

Exterior Improvements: 

ACC Approval is required before any Exterior 

Improvement is made to any townhouse or detached house. 

This includes, but is not limited to, new roofs, new siding, 

new windows, new shutters, new doors (front or back), new 

decks, new fences, installing solar panels, changing paint 

colors, replacing front yard trees, and so on. Many 

contractors know that Lafayette Village is governed by 

ACC Guidelines and will insist that you provide them with 

written ACC approval before they will start work. Work 

performed without, or before approval is received, may 

have to be redone. Rework is expensive and well worth 

avoiding. 

If you are not sure if your change requires ACC Approval, 

feel free to contact the ACC Co-Chairs:  Pete Phipps and 

Rick Jacobson at LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. The 

ACC is always willing to work with residents to resolve 

questions or issues. The ACC’s goal is to make the 

approval process as painless and straightforward as 

possible. 

For reference, the full ACC Guidelines and ACC Request 

form are available on the LVCA website at: 

lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-

committee-documents. 

  

Committee Updates, continued …. 
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Recommended Trash Bagging Solutions.... 

Questions? Contact the ACC at:  LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
TRASH 

BAGGING 
PICTURE NOTES 

PREFERRED 

SOLUTION 

Hard-Sided 

Trash Can 

with Lid 

 
Can use Patriot or any brand 

trash can. Prevents animals 

from getting into trash and 

making a mess. Do not overfill 

so lid cannot close. Trash cans 

cannot be stored in front/side 

yards or common areas 

between trash days. 

RECOMMENDED 

Heavy black 

Hefty type 

bags 

 

Sturdy enough to prevent most 

animal issues. Can be used to 

double-bag trash with 2 white 

trash bags inside of 1 black 

heavy bag. 

NOT 

APPROVED 

White inside 

trash bags 

 

Does not prevent all animal 

issues. Better to put inside 

hard-sided trash can or double-

bagged inside heavy black 

bags. 

NOT 

APPROVED 

White 

expandable 

bags 

 

Does not prevent animal 

issues. Needs to be put inside 

hard-sided trash can or double-

bagged inside heavy black 

bags. 

NOT 

ACCEPTABLE 
Grocery bags 

 

Not approved. Does not 

prevent animal issues. Needs 

to be put inside hard-sided 

trash can or double-bagged 

inside heavy black bags. 
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Pool Committee – Rebecca Just, Chair

The start of the LVCA 2025 pool season is just around the 

corner! And that means it’s time to get your 2025 Pool 

Registration Form (included in this newsletter) submitted. 

Please remember that every household must submit a pool 

registration form, whether you are a new resident, long-time 

home owner, or new or returning renter. The 2025 LVCA 

Pool Rules and Regulations are also included in this 

newsletter. There have been some minor changes to the pool 

rules, so please read the rules in their entirety and make 

certain that all family members are aware of them and agree 

to abide by them. We will be working with Atlantic Pool 

Service (the company that 

manages and staffs our pool) 

to make sure the rules are 

enforced so that all residents 

can enjoy the pool safely this 

summer. 

One of the changes you will 

note in the pool rules is the 

number of wristbands that can be provided as part of Picnic 

Pad reservations. To ensure our pool does not become too 

crowded during the weekends, but at the same time can 

accommodate events at which some guests may not be 

swimming (e.g. birthday parties for children that may have 

multiple relatives or chaperones in attendance), we will be 

providing 15 swimmer and 10 non-swimmer/chaperone 

wristbands for each event. All attendees for the event, 

including residents, will be required to wear a wristband. 

Please note that as in past years, the Picnic Pad can be 

reserved for a maximum of three hours. 

In 2023 we began offering the option for LVCA residents to 

purchase additional guest passes for the pool, and we will be 

offering this option again for this summer. As with last year, 

the guess passes will be offered as 5-punch cards, with each 

card available for purchase at a cost of $25. Lifeguards will 

punch the cards at the time of guest entry to the pool area. 

This year, a maximum of three guests at a time will be 

permitted entry using the punch cards, and the LVCA 

resident must be present to use the guest pass punch card 

(you can’t pass along the punch card to your guests to use on 

their own). If you have a guest pass card left from a previous 

year, you can continue to use it until all five punches have 

been used up! Please note: guest pass punch cards can 

ONLY be purchased from Sequoia Management. You will 

not be able to purchase the punch cards or any other form of 

guest pass from our pool lifeguards. The guest pass punch 

cards may be purchased at the time of pool registration:  

there is a section on the 2025 LVCA Pool Registration Form 

to specify the number of 5-punch cards you’d like to 

purchase. However, you can also purchase guest pass punch 

cards during the pool season, just complete the relevant 

sections of a new 2025 LVCA Pool Registration Form and 

submit it to Sequoia Management along with payment. 

Please request your 5-punch guest passes at least two weeks 

in advance of the time you’ll need them to give Sequoia 

sufficient time to process the request and send the punch 

cards to you. The punch cards 

cannot be sent until payment is 

received. 

We’re also looking forward to 

having some pool events again 

this summer! Our first event 

will be a community cookout 

and potluck on Sunday, June 

1st (rain date Sunday, June 8th) to celebrate the start of 

summer. Keep an eye out for an email in May for additional 

details on the cookout! Three additional events will be held 

on the following dates: 

Swim Under the Stars:  Saturday, June 28th (rain date 

Saturday, July 12th) from 8:00 - 10:00 p.m. 

Wine and Cheese (adults only):  Friday, July 25th (rain 

date Saturday, July 26th) from 8:00 - 10:00 p.m.  

Swim Under the Stars:  Saturday, August 18th (rain date 

Saturday, August 23rd) from 8:00 - 10:00 p.m. 

If you’d be interested in volunteering to plan or help out 

with the cookout or other pool events this summer, please 

contact us at LVCApool@gmail.com. 

Lastly, we’d like to announce and welcome a new member 

of the Pool Committee, Ruth Furpahs! If any other residents 

would be interested in joining the pool committee, you can 

email us at LVCApool@gmail.com and let us know how 

you’d like to participate. 

If you need an electronic or extra copy of the 2025 LVCA 

Pool Rules and Regulations, the 2025 Picnic Pad agreement, 

or the 2025 LVCA Pool Registration Form, you can find 

them on our website at lafayettevillage.org/pool or by 

emailing LVCApool@gmail.com. 

We look forward to seeing you again soon at the pool! 

Committee Updates, continued …. 
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Grounds Committee – Mike Nutbrown, Chair

This quarter the committee has been working on some 

special erosion and planting projects. Below are photos that 

show the new retaining walls behind the homes on Mount 

Airey Lane and Yorktown Village Pass. 

 
Family Fun, continued from page 1 

ALEXANDRIA ARCHAEOLOGY MUSEUM is located 

on the third floor of the Torpedo Factory (worth a visit on its 

own!) in Old Town Alexandria. Its purpose is to preserve 

and study Alexandria’s rich archaeological heritage. It is 

open Tuesday - Friday from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m., Saturday from 

11 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Sunday from 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. It offers 

interactive exhibits for visitors of all ages and encourages 

inquisitiveness and exploration. It also offers camps and 

other programs. See www.alexandriava.gov/archaeology.  

We are very lucky to have Hidden Oaks Nature Center so 

close to our community, but if you are looking for a change 

of scenery check out the JEROME “BUDDIE” FORD 

NATURE CENTER in Alexandria. Adjacent to the Dora 

Kelley Nature Park, this wonderful nature center offers 

many exhibits, animal ambassadors and children’s play and 

exploration area. It is open Wednesday  Saturday from 10 

a.m. - 4 p.m. and each Wednesday  Friday a special 

program is offered: 

Wednesday – there is a short story time in the library 

Thursday – you can watch the animal ambassadors 

enjoying their favorite snacks 

Friday – animal meet-and-greet 

Each of these programs begins at 11 a.m. Check out 

www.alexandriava.gov/NatureCenter. 

I hope you get a chance to check out some of these hidden 

treasures. Happy exploration!  

Committee Updates, continued …. 

 
This is the new retaining wall behind homes on Mount Airey Lane. 

 
One recent erosion project was to rebuild the retaining wall behind 

homes on Yorktown Village Pass. 
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Get a Life -- Outdoors with Plants! Comfy, Cozy Gardening 

Textile Recycling Pilot Program at Fairfax County 

 

by Anne Sansbury, Garden Communicator 

“All my hurts my garden spade can heal.” 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Dear Fellow Bears, 

We may be hibernating now, but spring is not far behind. It’s 

always lurking in the buds and bulbs and such. It’s also going 

to show up and shine on our LVCA garden. If you would like 

to garden with us this year, now is the time to sign up for a 

plot in our community garden. It’s a marvelous place to de-

stress and smell the flowers/herbs/vegetables. Please let us 

know if you want to lease a plot in the garden by emailing 

Anne at asansbury4u@gmail.com.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

from Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services 

Fairfax County is excited to 

announce the launch of its 

new Textile Recycling Pilot 

Program. The Department of 

Public Works and 

Environmental Services is 

partnering with Helpsy, a 

corporation with a mission 

to extend the useful life of 

clothing. As part of this 

program, residents can 

recycle clothing, shoes, and 

other household textiles by 

using the blue collection 

bins located at the I-66 Transfer Station. 

Why Recycle Textiles? 

Textile waste is one of the fastest-growing waste streams in 

the United States, though 95% of discarded textiles can be 

reused or recycled. Recycling textiles helps reduce waste, 

save resources, and support sustainable practices in our 

community. 

How the Program Works 

Drop off your textiles at the blue 

collection bins located at the I-

66 Transfer Station. 

Reusable items:  Sold to thrift 

partners in North America and 

around the world or donated to 

community partners. 

Non-reusable items:  

Repurposed into new materials, 

such as insulation, industrial 

wiper rags, or other products. 

What Can Be Donated? 

Residents can donate a variety of items, even if they are 

stained, worn, or have broken zippers. All items must be 

clean, dry, odorless, and placed in a securely closed plastic 

bag. 

To find out more about items that can be donated go to 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/textile. 

  

“A garden is a grand 

teacher. It teaches patience 

and careful watchfulness; 

it teaches industry and 

thrift; above all, it teaches 

entire trust.” 

Gertrude Jekyll 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:asansbury4u@gmail.com
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/textile
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Kelsey Jeffers is the new Senior Interpreter 

at Hidden Oaks. 

The newest full-time staff member started In January at 

Hidden Oaks Nature Center:  Kelsey Jeffers was hired as our 

Senior Interpreter.  

Kelsey served as Scout Coordinator/Naturalist at Hidden 

Oaks since December 2022. She has a long history with 

Hidden Oaks; growing up less than 10 minutes away, she 

attended many programs and camps as a youth, before 

becoming a teen volunteer in animal care. Kelsey was 

excited to return to work at a place that helped inspire her 

career in science, service, and stewardship. Before returning 

to Fairfax, Kelsey spent 10 years in the NOAA 

Commissioned Officer Corps as Navigation Officer aboard 

NOAA Ship Nancy Foster, Unit Dive Supervisor/Staff 

Scientist/Volunteer Coordinator for the Florida Keys 

National Marine Sanctuary, and Executive Officer for OSPO 

at the NOAA Center for Weather & Climate Prediction. 

Kelsey also worked as a science instructor for Newfound 

Harbor Marine Institute in Florida, a deckhand/tour guide 

for the Potomac Riverboat Company in Alexandria, and 

chemist for the Vitreous State Laboratory at Catholic 

University in D.C. Kelsey holds a B.S. in Environmental 

Science from Sweet Briar College where she earned the 

Elkins Prize for outstanding achievement in science for 

work on their campus reservoir. Kelsey is a NOLS 

Wilderness First Responder and NAUI Master Diver. She 

enjoys hiking, swimming, sailing, yoga, reading, travel, and 

spending time with her niece and nephew.  

Please stop by and say hello and welcome her into her new 

role!

  

Hidden Oaks Welcomes New Senior Interpreter 

 

about:blank
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
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The new compost bin at Hidden Oaks Nature Center is poised 

to transform waste into “black gold.” 

 

by Kristina Watts, Site Manager, Hidden Oaks Nature Center

You may have noticed the compost bin that we recently 

installed on the side of the nature center near the staff 

entrance door. We’re excited to begin our experiment with 

composting food waste from animal care, birthday parties, 

and staff lunches. Our program, starting small in volume, is 

intended to serve as a pilot 

project for other nature centers 

and an example to community 

members (so we’re hoping for 

success!). 

As a society, we generate a lot 

of trash. What we do with it is 

important. Mostly, we send it 

away to get recycled, 

incinerated, or landfilled. But 

there’s also an opportunity to 

turn some of your waste into a 

natural resource that you can 

use at home. Food and yard 

waste make up about 34% of 

the nation’s municipal solid waste (according to EPA, 

2018), creating an environmental and economic burden. 

Composting turns this waste into something useful: nutrient-

rich organic material that farmers have been known to refer 

to as “black gold.” It’s a great addition to your garden. Plus, 

the process of composting – taking your organic waste and 

essentially letting it rot – can be a wonderful learning 

experience. It’s an inspiring way to look at and learn about 

natural cycles and the world around us. It’s nature’s way of 

recycling. 

The soil naturally contains a whole host of tiny critters – 

insects, worms, etc. as well as fungi and microbes - whose 

job it is to break down and decompose organic matter. The 

beetles and worms break leaves and banana peels and 

everything else into smaller pieces. The fungi and bacterial 

chemically change the material, making the nutrients 

available for plant uptake. Anything organic decomposes 

naturally; a pile of debris or a container of yard waste will 

break down over time. This is 

called “cold composting” – it 

may take a long time and 

doesn’t require any real effort 

or monitoring. 

Another option, and what 

we’re trying here at HONC, 

is “hot composting.” This is a 

faster decomposition process, 

but requires a little work. It 

requires maintaining the 

correct balance between 

nitrogen-rich “green” 

materials and carbon-rich 

“browns.” The right amount 

of air and water is needed to attract the microorganisms that 

thrive in an oxygen-rich environment. Ideally, if managed 

correctly, we could have the final compost product in four 

weeks, and the high temperature in the container will 

destroy most weed seeds, plant diseases, pesticides, and 

herbicides. 

So, we can take the garbage the world gives us, mix it with 

the right combination of helpers, and turn it into something 

useful and nourishing. 

More information about composting in Fairfax County:  

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-

trash/composting-and-more. 

.

  

Garbage to Good Soil 

Join the Yarn Yackers! 

The “Yarn Yackers”, a group of neighbors and friends who knit and 

crochet, would like to invite like-minded people to join us. We meet 

on Sundays from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m., either in person or on Zoom. If 

interested in joining us, contact Lisa Conoly by email at 

lisac_234@hotmail.com. 

 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/composting-and-more
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/composting-and-more
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Community Ads …. 

 
A travel agent in our community to book your next 

Cruise or All Inclusive Vacation Package anywhere 

in the world. Please contact Pascasie Adedze at 

pascasie.adedze@cruiseplanners.com or visit 

passycruisevacation.com. 
 

 

Interior Decorator and Home Organizer:  I’m a 

professional organizer and interior decorator living 

in Lafayette Village. Let’s declutter and put some 

spark back in your home! We can start as a small 

project or the entire house to achieve results you 

will be proud of. If interested, please call me at 

703-217-4707 or email me at 

betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com for more 

information and to receive an estimate. 

 

about:blank
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:pascasie.adedze@cruiseplanners.com
https://www.passycruisevacation.com/
mailto:betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com
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The following rules are designed for your protection and safety. The Pool Committee has attempted to keep them short, 

simple and clear. Ultimately, however, we rely on your good judgment and consideration for the rights of other residents. 

Keep the pool safe, clean and enjoyable for everyone -- observe these rules and see that ALL members of your household 

and your guests do too. You are fully responsible for the activities of your children at the pool. Be sure that they obey the 

rules and the instructions of all pool management staff members. 

The careful observance of these rules by the residents will keep our pool in compliance with Fairfax County regulations and 

the provisions of our insurance coverage. Violations of Fairfax County regulations can lead to immediate closing of the 

facility. Unannounced inspections by County officials will take place on a frequent basis. All residents use the pool at their 

own risk and are liable for any property damage incurred by themselves or their guests. The pool management staff and 

LVCA are not responsible for loss of personal property. 

Pool Management and Control 

Atlantic Pool Service, Inc. is the pool management company for the 2025 pool season. The pool manager functions as the 

agent of the LVCA Board of Directors and is responsible for operating the pool in a safe, hygienic and orderly manner, 

supervising all personnel, and enforcing all rules and regulations. The pool manager is authorized to make on-the-spot 

decisions regarding all rules and regulations, as well as their enforcement. This authority includes the expulsion or exclusion 

of any resident or guest as necessary. Any expulsion or exclusion will be reported in writing to the LVCA Board of Directors 

within 24 hours of the action. 

SEASON: Saturday, May 24, 2025 through Monday, September 1, 2025 

HOURS: Weekdays  May 27 – June 6 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

 Weekdays June 9 – August 15 11:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

 Weekdays August 18 – August 29 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

 Weekends  11:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

 Holidays  Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day 11:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

Pool Pass Control - Admission to the Pool 

Five annual passes have been issued to each household at the property address provided to the management company. These 

are to be used by residents and/or their guests. Passes must be given to the lifeguard to enter the pool area. The guard will 

return the passes upon exit from the pool. One pass per person, including children, is required to enter the pool. The Board, 

at its discretion, can issue pool passes to the owners and residents of Lafayette Village Drive and Fenton Drive. 

For the 2025 pool season, residents will have the option to purchase additional guest passes. Guest passes will be issued 

as 5-punch cards, at a cost of $25 per card. Lifeguards will punch the cards at the time of guest entry to the pool area. A 

maximum of three guests at a time will be permitted entry using the punch cards, and the resident must be present to use the 

guest pass punch card. Guest pass punch cards may be purchased at the time of 2025 pool registration. To purchase guest 

pass punch cards during the pool season, complete the relevant sections of the LVCA Pool Registration Form and submit to 

Sequoia Management along with payment. Guest pass punch cards can only be purchased through Sequoia Management 

and should be purchased at least two weeks in advance of the date they are needed. 

2025 LVCA Pool Rules and Regulations 

 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
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Children 

 A responsible person, age 18 or older, must supervise children under age 12 at all times. Should pool management 

deem it necessary for the safety of a child, a basic swim test will be given by the pool manager or his/her designee.  

 For the safety of the child, strollers must be kept well away from the edge of the pool. Children in strollers must 

have personal and direct adult supervision.  

 Any person who is incontinent, or children not potty trained must wear appropriate waterproof clothing. Cloth 

diapers with snugly fitting rubber pants or swim diapers must be worn in either pool. Any types of disposable 

diapers are not allowed because they can clog the filter system. In the event of an unsanitary mishap, pool staff must 

be notified immediately and the pool may need to be closed for immediate sanitation.  

 There will be a 15-minute restricted swim period from 45 minutes to the top of each hour for “lap swimming or 

water walking only”. This period will be signaled by a long blast of the lifeguard whistle at its beginning and end.  

Wading Pool 

Only children 4 years and under may use the wading pool.  An adult within the wading pool enclosure must supervisor 

children in the wading pool at all times. 

Restricted Admission/Pool Closing 

If the pool becomes overcrowded, the pool management staff may restrict admission. The pool management staff is 

authorized to close the pool for any reason it deems fit, including: electrical storms, equipment breakdowns and pool 

chemical problems. 

Conduct, Health & Safety 

 No glass containers are allowed within the pool enclosure. 

 No food is allowed within the pool enclosure except in the designated picnic area. 

 No alcoholic beverages or intoxicants of any kind are allowed in the pool area. 

 No chewing gum is allowed anywhere within the pool enclosure, including the pool house. 

 No smoking, including vaping, is allowed anywhere within the pool enclosure, including the pool house. 

 No cut-off shorts and/or t-shirts may be used as swimsuits. 

 No person may swim with large bandages, open wounds or skin disorders. 

 No pets are allowed within the pool enclosure. 

 Boisterous or unsafe behavior, including running, pushing, splashing, dunking, rough play or profanity is not 

allowed in the pools or on the pool grounds. 

 The use of basketballs, footballs, soccer balls and other sports equipment not designed for use in a swimming pool is 

prohibited. 

 Rafts, tubes, and/or toys:  

o The use of rafts, tubes, and/or toys in the main pool area will be allowed at the discretion of pool 

management staff. 

o The use of rafts, tubes, and similar floatation devices in the diving area is prohibited. 

2025 LVCA Pool Rules and Regulations, continued 
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 Personal musical devices must be used with headphones so as not to disturb others. One radio, managed by the 

lifeguard staff, may be played. 

 Sunbathers must shower before entering the pool. 

 Litter must be disposed of properly. 

 Anyone unable to pass a swimming test is not permitted in deep water. 

 Diving: 

o Diving is only permitted in the diving area of the pool. Diving in the shallow portions of the pool (outside 

of the roped diving area) is prohibited.  

o Diving off the sides of the diving board is not permitted. 

o Only one person may be on the diving board at a time. 

o The diving area must be clear (all persons at the sides of the pool, or at the rope line) before a diver may 

dive/jump off the board. 

 Lap lane: 

o A lap lane will be designated for the exclusive use of lap swimming on a first come, first served basis. 

o No play is permitted in the lap lane or on/with the lap lane rope. 

o No rafts, tubes, floatation devices or toys are permitted in the lap lane. 

Penalties 

 Anyone entering the pool enclosure before or after operating hours, without permission, may be barred from using 

the pool and is subject to prosecution for trespassing. 

 Residents in violation of the above rules and regulations may have their pool privileges suspended for up to sixty 

(60) days after notice and opportunity for a hearing. See Bylaws Article VII, Section 1 (b). 

 The Board of Directors reserves the right to amend these rules/regulations at any time. 

2025 Pool Picnic Area Rules 

This will be the only area of the pool deck where eating is allowed. The Picnic Area is available to reserve for small 

gatherings during regular pool hours on a first come first served basis. 

Conduct, Health & Safety: 

 Pool passes are required to enter the picnic area. 

 Seating is available on a first come, first served basis. Usage will be limited to one-hour periods so that all residents 

have an opportunity to utilize the picnic area. 

 Residents may not place their belongings on tables to “save” them. 

 No glass containers are allowed within the pool picnic area.  

 No alcoholic beverages or intoxicants of any kind are allowed in the pool picnic area. 

 No smoking, including vaping, is allowed in the pool picnic area. 

 Litter and recycling must be disposed of properly. Anyone not cleaning up after themselves may be barred from 

using the pool and picnic area. 

 Grilling is not allowed. 

2025 LVCA Pool Rules and Regulations, continued 

 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
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Reservations: 

 Only Association members in good standing may reserve the pool picnic pad. 

 To reserve, contact the LVCA Pool Committee at LVCApool@gmail.com at least 2 weeks prior to the event. 

o In your email, please include the date and time frame you wish to reserve the picnic pad.   

 To reserve, the member must have a valid pool pass. 

 To reserve, the member must complete the LVCA Pool Picnic Pad Agreement, which can be found on the LVCA 

website (https://lafayettevillage.org/pool/) or can be obtained by emailing LVCApool@gmail.com.  

 The picnic area may be reserved for a period up to 3 hours. 

 All event attendees (including residents) must wear a wristband. Wristbands will be dated. 

o 15 swimmer wristbands (green) will be provided for each event. 

o 10 non-swimmer/chaperone wristbands (red) will be provided for each event. 

 During reserved periods, one table must be made available for other pool guests to use. 

 Each household may reserve the picnic area a maximum of 3 times during the pool season. 

 The picnic area will not be available to reserve on holidays or during pool special events.  

2025 LVCA Picnic Area Rules, continued 
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