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Community Food Drive for Martin Luther King Day of Service ~ 

  January 18 - 20, 2025 

 
John Alexander and his daughter, Maddie, load 

their car with donations from our neighbors. 

  

 

 
 

Winter 2024 Newsletter 

LVCA is holding a Holiday  

Decorations Contest! 

Lafayette Village Community Association is holding a 

contest to recognize and show appreciation to individual 

property owners for their outstanding job of decorating their 

homes during the holiday season. Judging will take place on 

Monday evening, December 23rd between 8:00 p.m. and 

9:00 p.m. Be sure to leave your lights on for the judging, 

done by a committee composed of residents of Lafayette 

Village. The committee will award a First Place, Second 

Place and Third Place designation, plus possibly a few 

Honorable Mentions. 

 

Please participate in the community’s annual tradition of 

commemorating Martin Luther King’s life and legacy by 

donating food and/or diapers (size 6 is the most requested 

size). Donations should be brought to 7900 Peyton Forest 

Trail on Saturday, January 18th – Monday, January 

20th. Someone will be home to assist you and receive the 

donation from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. each day; donations 

may be left on the porch anytime. Donations will support the 

Ken Jackson Food Closet at St. Matthew’s UMC in 

Annandale. This previously small food pantry now serves an 

average of 70 families a week with about 20 pounds of 

groceries each. In addition to food, the pantry also provides 

diapers, children’s books and feminine products. The food 

closet also needs paper bags, which you can leave on my 

porch throughout the year. 

Groceries typically included in bag:  1 box of dry cereal, 1 

jar (small) peanut butter, 1 jar (small) jelly, 3 cans of fruit, 3 

cans of vegetables, 1 can of beans, 2 cans of soup or chili + 

1 stack of crackers, 2 cans of tuna, 1 can of meat, 1 bag of 

pasta (plus sauce for spaghetti) or rice, beverage (tea bags, 

water), 2 each snack bars, oatmeal, juice and hot chocolate, 

1 each crackers and ramen noodles. 

Donations may also be made directly by ordering on 

Amazon using their wish list. bit.ly/kenjacksonfoodcloset. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
http://bit.ly/kenjacksonfoodcloset
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Our Community Information…. 

LVCA Board Members 
 

President – Donna Jacobson  

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Vice President – Adrian Sobie 

adrian.sobie@gmail.com 

Treasurer – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Secretary – Gina Keating 

gina.keating@gmail.com 

Director-at-Large – Dr. Julia Wray 

drjuliawray@gmail.com 

 

Committee Chairs 
 

Architectural Control (Co-Chairs) – 

Peter Phipps and Rick Jacobson 

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com 

Grounds – Mike Nutbrown 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org 

Finance – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Pool – Rebecca Just 

LVCApool@gmail.com 

Recreation – Vacant 

Communications – Donna Jacobson 

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Neighborhood Watch – Vacant 

Website Manager 

Steve Chao 

hello@lafayettevillage.org 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Ryefield 

newsletter@lafayettevillage.org 

Sequoia Management Company 

Dale Edwards 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com 

Phone:  703-803-9641 

Fax:  703-968-0936 

Patriot Disposal Services 

www.patriotdisposalservices.com 

Phone:  703-257-7100 

Lafayette Village Community Events Calendar 

Board Meetings – Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Location to 

be announced. 

ACC Meetings – Meeting location, date and time is to be determined. If interested in 

attending contact Peter Phipps or Rick Jacobson at LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. 

Grounds Committee – Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at around 

7:00 p.m. except in December. If interested in attending contact Mike Nutbrown at 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org or Donna Jacobson at lvca.bod.president@gmail.com. 

Finance Committee – Meetings are held at 7900 Peyton Forest Trail. Date and time 

is to be determined. If interested in attending contact John Alexander at 

jmalex14@msn.com. 

Neighborhood Watch – TBD 

Fairfax Federation – Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30 

p.m. at Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden Dr., Fairfax. 

All residents, including renters, are invited to attend scheduled meetings. 

Thanks to those who contributed to this issue of our newsletter: 

Donna Jacobson, Rick Jacobson, Mike Nutbrown, Angela Rowley, Ilene Teixeira, 

Jocelyn Porteria, Anne Sansbury, Elizabeth O’Malley, Kristina Watts, and those 

who submitted articles and ads. 
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about:blank
mailto:LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:LVCApool@gmail.com
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Donna Jacobson, President 

LVCA Board of Directors 

Hello Everyone,

Once again, it is time for another holiday season! I would 

like to thank all the Board members for their service during 

this past year, along with the Committee Chairs and the 

Committee Members. I would also like to thank the residents 

of our community, who have been so extremely helpful and 

supportive during this past year. 

I am happy to say that we did not have any Board members 

retire from the Board this last year, so we will be entering 

2025 with an experienced Board and are looking ahead to 

moving forward with some of the projects that currently 

need to be completed in our community. 

I would like to make all residents aware of our Holiday 

Decorations Contest, which will be held again this year on 

Monday, December 23rd at 8:00 p.m. Please be sure to 

have your decorations up and your holiday lights on!   

Both Christmas Day and New Year’s Day are on Wednesday 

this year, so our regularly scheduled trash pickups are going 

to be affected by the holidays. You can find out more 

concerning the holiday trash schedule on page 2 of this 

newsletter. 

 All trash pickup services will be moved one day to the 

right for the week after Christmas Day and the week 

after New Year’s Day. 

 The regularly scheduled recycling pickup for 

Wednesday, December 25th will take place on 

Thursday, December 26th. The regularly scheduled 

trash pickup for Thursday, December 26th will take 

place on Friday, December 27th.

 

 The regularly scheduled recycling pickup for 

Wednesday, January 1st will take place on Thursday, 

January 2nd. The regularly scheduled trash pickup for 

Thursday, January 2nd will take place on Friday, 

January 3rd.  

Finally, I would like to remind everyone that John 

Alexander will be hosting the Martin Luther King Day 

Food Drive again this year in January 2025, over the Martin 

Luther King holiday weekend. You can find out more 

information about the food drive on page 1 of this 

newsletter.  

Lastly, and most importantly, I hope that all residents of 

Lafayette Village have a happy and safe Holiday Season 

and I look forward to working with you in 2025! 

Best Wishes, 

Donna Jacobson, President

 

Christmas Tree Collection 

Christmas trees will be collected during the first full 2 weeks 

of January (January 6 – January 18) on your yard waste 

collection day. For residents of Lafayette Village, that would 

be Saturday, January 11th and Saturday, January 18th. 

Please note, all tinsel and decorations must be removed, and 

trees should not be placed in plastic bags. 

If a tree is placed curbside for 

collection on yard waste 

collection day and is not picked 

up, please LEAVE IT OUT at 

the curb and collection will be 

completed as soon as possible. 

  

A Note from the President… 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
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Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – Peter Phipps & Rick Jacobson, Co-Chairs 

Contacting the ACC: 

You can contact the ACC by email at: 

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. This email address can 

be used for any ACC correspondence including requests, 

questions, issues, concerns, etc. 

Trash & Recycling: 

Trash is picked up by Patriot Disposal Services on 

Mondays and Thursdays and should NOT be placed out for 

pick up before Sunday evening at 6:00 p.m. (or dusk) and 

Wednesday evening at 6:00 p.m. (or dusk) respectively. We 

have been working with Patriot Disposal Services to pick 

up the trash earlier in the day. This helps significantly with 

the animal issues during the day, but residents still need to 

bag their trash properly to prevent overnight animal issues. 

Trash should always be bagged properly using hard 

sided trash cans with lids or heavy plastic bags. Do not 

use grocery bags or shopping bags for trash. 

Recommended Trash Bagging Solutions are outlined in the 

table on page 5. Proper trash bagging helps to keep our 

streets clean and sanitary. 

Patriot will only pick up boxes on Wednesday, our 

scheduled recycling pick up day. Please DO NOT place 

boxes out with the normal household trash. 

If you have an item to throw away and you are not sure if 

Patriot will pick it up with the scheduled household trash 

collection, please call Patriot at 703-257-7100 and talk with 

them BEFORE placing the item out for pick up. 

If you do place an item out for pick up and Patriot does not 

remove it, please bring that item back to your backyard or 

garage until other arrangements can be made.  

Recycling is picked up on Wednesdays and should NOT be 

placed out for pick up before Tuesday evening at 6:00 p.m. 

Recycling should be placed out in recycling bins or paper 

bags. Recycling that is placed out in plastic bags cannot be 

recycled due to the recycling process. Unfortunately 

recycling placed out in plastic bags is just thrown in with 

the trash. If you do not have a recycling bin, you can get 

one from Patriot, or you can purchase your own recycling 

bin at places like Home Depot or Loews. 

Yard waste is picked up on Saturday. 

Both trash cans and recycling bins need to be brought back 

into your backyard, house, or garage the evening that the 

trash or recycling is collected. If kept outside, trash  cans 

and recycling bins should be kept in your backyard and not 

be left outside of your fence, in your front bushes, or in 

your driveway. 

Labeling Trash Cans & Recycling Bins: 

The ACC requires all residents to place their addresses 

clearly on their trash cans and recycling bins. The ACC is 

constantly getting emails concerning lost or misplaced trash 

cans and recycling bins. Since many times one trash can or 

recycling bin looks very much like another, there is often 

confusion over these items. Having residents place their 

address on their trash cans and recycling bins will help 

solve this problem and save the residents, and the ACC, a 

lot of time and effort resolving these situations. 

Violations: 

In order to keep Lafayette Village clean and desirable, 

violation letters can be sent out throughout the year for 

violations of the ACC Guidelines. If you receive a violation 

letter you are required to fix the violation within 30 days. If 

you have any questions concerning your letter or if you are 

having problems getting your violations repaired, please 

contact Dale Edwards at dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. 

Residents who don’t fix their violations can be called 

before the Board of Directors for a hearing. 

Continued on page 6 

  

Committee Updates, continued …. Committee Updates …. 

about:blank
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
TRASH 

BAGGING 
PICTURE NOTES 

PREFERRED 

SOLUTION 

Hard Sided 

Trash Can 

with Lid 

 
Can use Patriot or any brand 

trash can. Prevents animals 

from getting into trash and 

making a mess. Do not overfill 

so lid cannot close. Trash cans 

cannot be stored in front/side 

yards or common areas 

between trash days. 

RECOMMENDED 

Heavy black 

Hefty type 

bags 

 

Sturdy enough to prevent most 

animal issues. Can be used to 

double bag trash with 2 white 

trash bags inside of 1 black 

heavy bag. 

NOT 

Recommended 

White inside 

trash bags 

 

Does not prevent all animal 

issues. Better to put inside 

hard sided trash can or double 

bagged inside heavy black 

bags. 

NOT 

Recommended 

White 

expandable 

bags 

 

Does not prevent animal 

issues. Needs to be put inside 

hard sided trash can or double 

bagged inside heavy black 

bags. 

NOT 

Acceptable 
Grocery bags 

 

Not approved. Does not 

prevent animal issues. Need to 

be put inside hard sided trash 

can or double bagged inside 

heavy black bags. 

  

Recommended Trash Bagging Solutions .... 

 

 

 

 

 
Questions? Contact the ACC at:  LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com
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Type Pick Up Day Put Out Time Put Cans / Bins Away 

Trash Monday 
Not before 6 pm or  

dusk on Sunday 
Monday Evening 

Recycling Wednesday 
Not before 6 pm or  

dusk on Tuesday 
Wednesday Evening 

Trash Thursday 
Not before 6 pm or  
dusk on Wednesday 

Thursday Evening 

Yard Waste Saturday 
Not before 6 pm or  

dusk on Friday 
Saturday Evening 

 

 

ACC Report, continued

Exterior Improvements: 

ACC Approval is required before any Exterior Improvement 

is made to any townhouse or detached house. This includes, 

but is not limited to, new roofs, new siding, new windows, 

new shutters, new doors (front or back), new decks, new 

fences, installing solar panels, changing paint colors, 

replacing front yard trees, and so on. Many contractors 

know that Lafayette Village is governed by ACC Guidelines 

and will insist that you provide them with written ACC 

approval before they will start work. Work performed 

without, or before approval is received, may have to be  

redone. Rework is expensive and well worth avoiding. If 

you are not sure if your change requires ACC Approval, feel 

free to contact the ACC Co-Chairs:  Pete Phipps and Rick 

Jacobson at LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. The ACC is 

always willing to work with residents to resolve questions 

or issues. The ACC’s goal is to make the approval process 

as painless and straightforward as possible. 

For reference, the full ACC Guidelines and ACC Request 

form are available on the LVCA website at: 

lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-

committee-documents.

 

Grounds Committee – Mike Nutbrown, Chair

This quarter I’d just like to give my reminder that the 

committees and board are all volunteers in the community. 

Please reach out if you'd like to join the grounds committee 

or would like to attend a virtual meeting. We need good 

folks like you to continue to do the work that makes this a 

better place for all of us to live. Thank you and have a happy 

new year. 

  

Committee Updates, continued …. 

about:blank
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
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Get a Life -- Outdoors with Plants! Winter Gardening 

by Anne Sansbury, LVCA Garden Guru, with help 

Ever since I started growing food here in our LVCA garden, 

I have really enjoyed eating things I had not eaten since I was 

a child.  As a child, I’d only eaten them because our bar 

chairs were too uncomfortable to sit in any longer and I came 

from parents who’d said we would sit there until we finished 

all our food. They’d also said there were people starving, and 

yes, we said “send them the food!” But now I understand 

how precious all that childhood food was, because my father 

grew and raised almost all of the food my family of six  
people ate.  I’ve learned there are lots of things one can do to 

keep a garden growing and as I cleaned up my plot and got 

compost and mulch to put on it for the winter, I thought 

about a few ways for extending the garden experience. 

Storing Your Summer Harvest. Many of our summer crops 

can be stored for great eating for many months to come. 

Onions, garlic and shallots can be dried and braided. Winter 

squash, pumpkins and potatoes have a long shelf life when 

seasoned and stored properly, with butternut squash storing 

up to a year. Tomatoes and other fruits can be canned, dried 

or made into chutneys. Cucumbers and many other 

vegetables can be pickled. Several vegetables can be 

fermented to provide super nutrition — think sauerkraut or 

kimchee. Green beans and such can be parboiled, vacuum 

sealed and frozen. Herbs can be dried. Basil can be made into 

pesto, and then frozen in small batches for later use. Some 

root vegetables, such as carrots, parsnips and turnips, can be 

stored in damp sand in a shed or unheated garage. Now is the 

time to stock your larder! 

It’s also time to be sure your soil is protected to prevent 

erosion and soil depletion during the winter months. Winter 

rye is probably the best choice left if you are harvesting 

crops in late October or early November. Beyond this 

window in time, your best option may be to heavily mulch 

the soil with straw and cover that with an old blanket or 

cloth. This will help your soil retain its structure, moderating 

how much moisture seeps into it and reducing compaction 

from rainfall. 

Protecting Plants from Early Frosts. A cloche, frost 

blanket or row cover can be used to extend the fall growing 

season for many crops, while nighttime temperatures flirt 

with freezing ones and days are still reasonably warm. This 

gives a bit more time to ripen and harvest crops before really 

cold weather sets in. The goal is to keep frost from settling 

on the leaves and to create a buffer of warmer air around the 

plant. For smaller plants, even a plastic bin can do the trick. 

Place the bucket, bin or 

cloche on the plant in 

late afternoon and 

remove it when the 

temperatures warm up 

the next morning. 

Extending the 

Growing Season. 

Some crops are tough 

enough to handle 

winter weather but 

appreciate the buffer 

provided by a row 

cover. These include kale, 

spinach, leeks, arugula, some lettuces, tatsoi (an Asian 

green), Pak choi, parsley, cilantro, leeks, cabbage, mustard 

greens, purple sprouting broccoli and beets. 

While covers vary in their insulation value, most can add 

three to five degrees to the air temperatures, thus making 

them effective on nights when the temperatures drop as low 

as 28 degrees. Be sure your covers are secured to the ground 

with weights or ties to ensure cold air can’t seep underneath 

and heat can’t escape. 

Cold Tolerant Crops. In zone 7a, our climate is mild 

enough to grow some hardy greens and root vegetables most 

years through at least the early winter months. Some crops 

are typically winter hardy without any additional protection 

except a good layer of mulch. These include Brussels 

sprouts, carrots, collards, spinach, turnips, garlic and 

perennial onions. Carrots can be left in the ground and 

harvested as needed, typically until mid-winter. 

Now Is the Time to Plan for Spring. While your focus may 

be on getting through December and January, February and 

March aren’t far behind. And our cold weather can extend 

through April. Hot beds and row covers can be used here as 

well to get an early start on spring planting. Broad beans, 

purple sprouting broccoli, rhubarb, carrots, peas, strawberries 

and even bush beans can be planted in covered hot beds in 

January and be ready to harvest as early as March. This helps 

to stave off the hunger gap between winter harvest and lush 

spring crops that aren’t typically ready to harvest until May. 

Many thanks to Janet Scheren, Fairfax Master Gardener 

Intern, who developed most of this information. 

I just saw two birds stuck 
together in the garden. 
I think they are velcrows! 

Q: What happened to the 
plant in math class? 
A: It grew square roots! 

Q: Why did the grape go 
out with a prune? 
A: He couldn’t find a date! 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
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Kim Young, Hidden Oaks’ new 

Visitor Services Manager. 

  by Elizabeth O'Malley 

This past summer was my first time participating in 

Lafayette Village community garden, and it was a blooming 

good time! Anne, our Gardener-In-Chief, is super supportive 

of all of the participants - she sends us reminders and tips 

packaged in hilarious emails, and she always has an eye out 

for hose maintenance. I've loved meeting the other 

gardeners, too! They always greet you with a smile and a 

chat about plant plans. 

My dad taught me how to farm when I was young, but green 

space is scarce in the city, so I wasn't able to grow anything 

as an adult until I moved to Annandale with you beautiful 

people! When Anne confirmed that I could rent a plot, I was 

thrilled! Finally, I could get my hands dirty and grow 

flowers and crops again. My good buddy, Jason, was 

instrumental in helping me build and maintain the plot, and 

together we grew cucumbers, zucchini, blueberries, green 

beans, one sole tomato, poppies, black-eyed Susans, 

lantanas, salvia, celosia, and zinnias!  

This summer, my plants grew and so did I. I learned about 

garden fabric, how to save your blooms with the correct 

soil/silt/clay ratio, that zucchini is an insane plant, and that 

sunsets over pink flowers will take your breath away. Being 

able to participate in the community garden encouraged me 

to be more patient, more creative, more hopeful, and more 

open to letting life surprise me. I can't wait for what 2025 

has in store!

 

 

In June, former Visitor Services 

Manager Kristina Watts was promoted 

to Site Manager. As of September, Kim 

Young is now officially the Visitor 

Services Manager. Since February 2017 

Kim served as Senior Interpreter at 

Hidden Oaks and since 2007 was a 

part-time naturalist. Kim and her 

husband, Hidden Oaks volunteer 

George Young, raised 3 sons who 

attended many FCPA programs and 

camps. After years of raising children 

and operating a home-based 

educational business, Kim found that 

transitioning to working for FCPA was 

a natural and exciting fit. Kim is 

inspired by the dedicated staff and 

volunteers at Hidden 

 

 

Oaks who work hard to make each visitor's 

experience rewarding. Her favorite natural 

history topics are flying squirrels, dinosaurs, 

native plants, and habitat gardening. Kim 

holds a master's degree in Special Studies 

from George Washington University and an 

undergraduate degree in Biology from 

William and Mary. She also leads the 

Creation Care Ministry at her church, 

promoting environmental stewardship and 

volunteers as a bluebird monitor. Kim was 

honored to receive the Fairfax County A. 

Heath Onthank Award this summer, 

following in her mom's footsteps from 45 

years ago. She enjoys hiking, kayaking, 

gardening, travel and spending time with her 

4 grandchildren, 2 of whom volunteer at 

Hidden Oaks.

  

Meet Hidden Oaks’ New Visitor Services Manager 

Thoughts on my year of community gardening! 

 
Elizabeth’s lush garden! 

about:blank
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Be sure to watch as the newly planted native trees in the 

disturbed area grow up into a forest. 

 
Coon Branch stream as it looks now after Phase I of the 

stream restoration project. 

 

by Kristina Watts, Site Manager, Hidden Oaks Nature Center

You may have noticed that the construction fences around 

Coon Branch, which were visible from the 

playground/picnic shelter parking lot, were finally taken 

down in early September. This completes Phase I of the 

stream restoration project affecting Annandale Park (home 

to Hidden Oaks Nature 

Center.) The work began 

about two years ago, before I 

started working at HONC, so 

I’m not as familiar with the 

“before” scene, but from 

what I understand, the stream 

bank was steep and 

dangerous. Come take a look 

at it now! You’ll notice the 

smoother grade and the 

curvier flow of the water. 

Why it was needed:  

Development in the area 

(roads, buildings, parking 

lots) has increased the 

amount of impermeable 

surfaces in the watershed. 

Before, when it rained, the 

water was able to soak into 

the ground and gradually 

make its way to the 

groundwater or to our 

streams. Now, the water runs 

off these impenetrable 

surfaces and heads downhill 

as fast as it can. It fills up the 

stream channels with a 

higher volume. The energy 

created by this fast-moving 

water scours away the soil 

and clay that makes up the 

sides and bottom of the 

stream, making it steeper and deeper. The stream 

“restoration” work is actually a re-engineering of the path of 

the water to slow it down so that it does not erode away so 

quickly. We can’t really restore the area to pre-human 

development conditions, but we can help it find a new 

balance and improve habitat for wildlife. 

What was done: Essentially, they regraded the area and re-

routed the stream with more curves, to slow the water down. 

There are now pools of deeper water that serve both to hold 

water and to provide habitat for fish and other organisms. 

Trees that were cut down during the construction were used 

to stabilize the banks and to 

create structures that will 

provide habitat. The entire area 

was planted with native plant 

species. 

What to look for: This area 

now provides a unique 

opportunity to watch the 

ecosystem regenerate. HONC 

staff are excited to monitor the 

benthic macroinvertebrates 

living in the stream – little 

critters living in the rocks at the 

bottom of the stream that, based 

on which ones are present in 

what ratio, indicate how healthy 

the stream is for wildlife. We’re 

hoping to see a steady increase 

in the critters that are intolerant 

of poor water quality. Easier to 

see are the fish and the birds. 

Take a walk and record what 

you see; compare your list over 

the seasons and over the years. 

I’m betting the numbers and 

diversity will increase as the 

foliage around the stream grows 

in. Speaking of plants, watch as 

the newly planted native trees in 

the disturbed area grow up into 

a forest. 

This stream restoration is a 

wonderful new beginning and 

we’re planning to build programming around the ecological 

changes taking place – stay tuned.

  

What did they do to our stream? 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
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By Angela Rowley 

It has been quite a year, weather-wise, throughout the United 

States. From drought and wildfires, hurricanes and flooding, 

to tornadoes and wind damage, it has been a roller-coaster! 

Here in Fairfax County we are lucky to have a 

comparatively calm weather pattern. But what if we did face 

an emergency? Do you have a plan for your household? Do 

you receive emergency alerts? 

Did you know that Fairfax County 

has an online resource guide to 

help you create and execute an 

emergency plan? This is a 

comprehensive guide that includes 

various scenarios and how to plan 

for them – and not just weather-

related. It also includes an 

important contact list, both 

emergency and non-emergency, 

and other local and national 

resources from the Virginia 

Department of Transportation 

(VDOT) to the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA). This guide covers, not only natural hazards, but 

also human-caused hazards and every day emergencies. It 

identifies four phases of emergency management: 

Preparedness, Response, Recovery and Mitigation.  

PREPAREDNESS: This involves putting a plan in place, 

practicing your plan, assembling emergency kits (and what 

should go in them) and staying informed. The best way to 

stay informed is to sign up for Fairfax Alerts, a free opt-in 

service. Go to http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts and sign 

up. Finally it recommends getting involved in community 

preparedness. It emphasizes the importance of having a plan 

and provides step-by-step resources to create your own. 

RESPONSE: These are actions taken in response to various 

emergency situations, such as shelter-in-place, lockdown 

and evacuation. 

RECOVERY: After an 

emergency, recovery needs to 

happen, such as disaster clean-up, 

reporting damage and filing for 

insurance claims as well as 

applying for FEMA assistance. 

MITIGATION: This happens 

before and after an emergency. It 

basically involves looking at 

potential risks and vulnerabilities 

and taking steps to address them in 

advance of an emergency situation. 

Also included in the resource is 

information on the most common 

potential emergencies that Fairfax County could face, such 

as severe thunderstorms and tornadoes, flooding, extreme 

winter weather and extreme heat. And remember the 

earthquake? That is in there too! Even pandemic diseases. 

There are many more situations addressed and many useful 

resources and volunteer opportunities. To access the full 

Fairfax County Community Emergency Response Guide go 

to 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergencymanagement/cerg.  

Stay safe, make a plan and get involved!

  

Fairfax County Community Emergency Response Guide 
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By Jocelyn Porteria  

“Can you list my property for sale tomorrow?” I would 

love to do so as soon as possible but we must put on the 

brakes and proceed with caution. Before listing your 

property for sale, it's essential to prepare thoroughly to 

ensure you maximize its value. While you might be eager to 

get your home on the market immediately, rushing the 

process can ultimately be a disservice to you as a seller. 

Even if you're considering an "as is" sale, some level of 

preparation is still necessary to attract potential buyers and 

achieve a favorable outcome. 

Start by finding a trustworthy Realtor® who can guide you 

through the selling process. An experienced agent can 

provide invaluable insights and professional advice on 

necessary repairs and improvements that can enhance your 

property's appeal. They can help you identify areas that may 

need attention, whether it be minor renovations, cleaning, or 

staging. These steps can significantly boost your home's 

attractiveness and make it more appealing to potential 

buyers. In addition to physical improvements, it's crucial to 

be transparent about your property's condition. Disclosing 

any material defects or issues upfront can help you avoid 

complications later in the transaction process, fostering trust 

with potential buyers. Don’t forget about deep cleaning. I 

call it Q-tips clean, where you literally turn your home 

upside down. Dispose of all items you don’t use in a year 

and might have been there in the storage for years!! Either 

sell them online, at a yard sale or give them to charity. This 

will not only make your space appear bigger at staging (less 

is more); you will be getting rid of stuff in preparation for 

your eventual move out. Even the smallest corner of your 

house should be immaculately clean. Don’t forget fresh 

paint as the final touch. Paint is the most inexpensive 

improvement you can make for your home. 

Next, conduct thorough research on your home's market 

value and analyze neighborhood comparables to set a 

realistic and competitive price. Overpricing your home can 

lead to prolonged time on the market, which may result in 

decreased offers or a loss of interest from buyers. A well-

researched and appropriately set price can help generate 

interest and attract offers more quickly. You think you know 

your house inside and out? Google your address and you 

will be surprised at how much you don’t know about your 

home and the neighborhood, for instance, how it looks 

compared to homes being sold at a certain time. This will 

also give you a timeline as to when might be the best time to 

sell. Again, your Realtor® can do that for you. But it does 

not hurt if you do your own research. 

Listing your home as COMING SOON for a week or two is 

a way to generate interest, like a movie that is “COMING 

SOON. By the time the property is listed as ACTIVE on the 

MLS you may already have potential showings scheduled. 

The clock starts ticking once the listing is ACTIVE and you 

have not wasted time while your home was still in COMING 

SOON status. 

Lastly, maintain consistent communication and 

collaboration with your chosen Realtor® throughout the 

selling process. Their expertise will help you navigate 

offers, negotiations, and any challenges that may arise, 

ensuring a smooth transaction from start to finish. By taking 

these preparatory steps, you'll be better positioned to sell 

your home successfully and at a price that reflects its true 

value. 

Note: Jocelyn Porteria is a Realtor® licensed in VA since 

2006; she has lived in Lafayette Village since 2004. She has 

been featured in TOP AGENT Magazine twice —2020 and 

2023. She is a Consistent Top Producer of Fairfax Realty 

and has earned over one hundred Five-Star Reviews on 

Zillow from her clients. She is a Certified Expert Negotiator 

and has her own Porteria Properties since 2020. To see what 

her clients say about her, visit Zillow Reviews at 

www.zillow.com/profile/PorteriaProperties/#reviews. You’ll 

also find at www.porteriaproperties.com and on Facebook at 

http://www.facebook.com/PorteriaProperties. Call her at 

571-432-8335 or email porteriaproperties2021@gmail.com 

for free confidential consultations. 

  

Before Putting Out a “For Sale” Sign 
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A travel agent in our community to book your next 

Cruise or All Inclusive Vacation Package anywhere 

in the world. Please contact Pascasie Adedze at 

pascasie.adedze@cruiseplanners.com or visit 

passycruisevacation.com. 
 

 

Interior Decorator and Home Organizer:  I’m a 

professional organizer and interior decorator living 

in Lafayette Village. Let’s declutter and put some 

spark back in your home! We can start as a small 

project or the entire house to achieve results you 

will be proud of. If interested, please call me at 

703-217-4707 or email me at 

betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com for more 

information and to receive an estimate. 

 

Community Ads …. 
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