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The Library of Things

By Angela Rowley

Have you been to the public
library lately? If you haven’t
been in a while you might
notice some interesting
changes. First of all, our
nearest branch of Fairfax
County Public Library is
George Mason Regional
branch at 7001 Little River
Turnpike. You can still check
out books of course,
download audio books,
browse newspapers and
magazines, or use the public
computers for research or
recreation. But the library has
a growing Library of Things.

From binoculars to backpacks to board games, our local
library has a plethora of non-literary content available to be
checked out. (Please note that not all items are available at
all branches, but George Mason offers a majority of them.)

Conserve (Energy) Kits —

This is one of the library’s
newer offerings. This kit
contains tools and
consumables that help the
consumer understand how
appliances and devices at
home use energy. Such
items as a kilowatt usage
meter, caulking gun with
caulk, laser thermometer,
weather stripping,
moisture meter and more

are in the kit. These kits

The framed art collection is housed at the George Mason may be borrowed for two

Regional Library

Let’s look at a few examples in detail.

Artwork — The library has a collection of framed art by
various artists, with an emphasis on western artists of the
19th century. You can enjoy fresh office or home décor
using this collection! The art collection for the entire library
system is housed at George Mason and is available for three

week check-outs.
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weeks and consumables do
not have to be replaced.

Hands-on History Kits — For all you history buffs and/or
educators, these are a must see. These are collections of
primary source replicas including photos, journals, records
and replica money and board games from various time
periods. They also include activities and lesson plans. The
history kits may be borrowed for six weeks.

Story continues on page 11

In this issue...

e LVCA Annual Board of Directors Meeting
e Pet Vaccine & Microchip Clinic

e Recommended Trash Bagging Solutions

e Change to our polling place
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Our Community Information....

LVCA Board Members

President — Donna Jacobson
Ivca.bod.president@gmail.com

Vice President — Adrian Sobie
adrian.sobie@gmail.com

Treasurer — John Alexander
jmalex14@msn.com

Secretary — Gina Keating
gina.keating@gmail.com

Director-at-Large — Dr. Julia Wray
drjuliawray@gmail.com

Committee Chairs

Architectural Control (Co-Chairs) —
Peter Phipps and Rick Jacobson

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com

Grounds — Mike Nutbrown
grounds@lafayettevillage.org

Finance — John Alexander
jmalex14@msn.com

Pool — Rebecca Just
LVCApool@gmail.com

Recreation — Vacant

Communications — Donna Jacobson
Ivca.bod.president@gmail.com

Neighborhood Watch — VVacant

Website Manager
Steve Chao
hello@lafayettevillage.org

Newsletter Editor
Cheryl Ryefield
newsletter@lafayettevillage.org

Sequoia Management Company
Dale Edwards
dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com
Phone: 703-803-9641
Fax: 703-968-0936

Patriot Disposal Services
www.patriotdisposalservices.com
Phone: 703-257-7100

Lafayette Village Community Events Calendar

Board Meetings — Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Location to
be announced.

ACC Meetings — Meeting location, date and time is to be determined. If interested in
attending contact Peter Phipps or Rick Jacobson at LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com.

Grounds Committee — Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at around
7:00 p.m. except in December. If interested in attending contact Mike Nutbrown at
grounds@lafayettevillage.org or Donna Jacobson at lvca.bod.president@gmail.com.

Finance Committee — Meetings are held at 7900 Peyton Forest Trail. Date and time
is to be determined. If interested in attending contact John Alexander at
jmalex14@msn.com.

Neighborhood Watch — TBD

Fairfax Federation — Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden Dr., Fairfax.

All residents, including renters, are invited to attend scheduled meetings.

Thanks to those who contributed to this issue of our newsletter:

Donna Jacobson, Rick Jacobson, Mike Nutbrown, Angela Rowley, Jocelyn Porteria,
Anne Sansbury, Kristina Watts, and those who submitted articles and ads. And, as
always, a special thank you to our awesome Newsletter Distribution Team!

International Observe the Moon Night

Date: Saturday, 9/14/2024 Time: 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM
Location: Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center,
14390 Air and Space Museum Pkwy., Chantilly, VA 20151

Members of the public are invited to view the wonders of the universe through the
telescopes of Northern Virginia Astronomy Club (NOVAC) volunteers at the
Smithsonian’s Udvar-Hazy Center in Chantilly, VA.

Telescopes will be provided by the Smithsonian and pre-approved members of the
Northern Virginia Astronomy Club. No other personal telescopes are permitted at
the event.

The event will take place on the bus parking lot of the museum. Please park your
vehicle in the main visitor’s lot and follow signs to the observing site from the main
entrance. As a reminder, parking after 4pm is free.

Before sunset, feel free to inspect the different telescopes and other visual
equipment on the field. Have a cosmic question? One of NOVAC’s astronomers or
museum staff will be happy to help you. After sunset be prepared to enjoy the
wonders of the night sky!

For more information go to https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/event-
view.cfm?Event _1D=143584.
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A Note from the President...

Hello Everyone,

It is hard to believe that summer is coming to an end and that

we are heading into September. The Board of Directors is
preparing for our Annual Meeting, which will be held on
Tuesday, October 15th at 7:00pm at the Mason District
Governmental Center, located at 6507 Columbia Pike in
Annandale. Every homeowner will be receiving more
information in the future concerning the Annual Meeting,
both through the mail and through the LVCA Email List.
Every home owner who either attends the meeting, or turns
in a proxy, will have a chance to win one quarter of free
HOA dues. All residents are allowed to attend the Annual
Meeting, but only homeowners can vote or be eligible to win
the drawing.

This year there are two positions on the Board for which
homeowners will be voting and | am happy to announce that
Adrian Sobie, Vice President, and I will be running again
this year to serve in these positions. You can find the 2024
Proxy Form on page 14 of this newsletter, plus proxy forms
will also be mailed out to all homeowners. Completed
proxies should be emailed to Dale Edwards at
dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com by Friday, October 11th or
can be mailed to the address below.

Dale Edwards/Community Manager
Sequoia Management
13998 Parkeast Circle, Chantilly, VA 20151-2283

All homeowners’ proxies, received by the deadline of
Friday, October 11th, will be entered into the drawing for
one quarter of free HOA dues. Even if you are planning to
attend the meeting in person, it is helpful to email/mail your
proxy ahead of time.

Casino in Tysons Corner: As many of you are aware, in
the 2024 General Assembly in Richmond, Senator Dave
Marsden brought forth Senate Bill 675, which called for
referendums to be held in Fairfax County concerning
allowing a casino in Tysons Corner. The bill did not pass in
2024 and was carried. It is expected to be brought forth
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Donna Jacobson, President
LVCA Board of Directors

again in the 2025 General Assembly session. You can read
more about this issue on page 12 of this newsletter.

LVCA Contact Information: Finally, | would like to
remind all residents that Lafayette Village has a LVCA
Resident Email List that is used to send out information to
the community. Both homeowners and tenants can join the
LVCA Email List. All residents should join, in order to stay
abreast of community issues. The LVCA Resident Email
List is kept confidential and is only used by the President, or
Board of Directors, for Association business. If you would
like to join the LVCA Resident Email List, please send your
email to LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com.

Also, Lafayette Village is a member of Nextdoor, the social
media site for communities in our area. You can find out
more about Nextdoor, including how to join, at
www.Nextdoor.com. | encourage all residents to join both
the LVCA Resident Email List and Nextdoor.

I hope to see as many of you as possible at our Annual
Meeting on Tuesday, October 15th. Also please remember,
if you are a homeowner, complete your proxy when you
receive it and send it to Dale Edwards by Friday, October
11th, to be entered in the drawing for one quarter of free
HOA dues.

Take care,
Donna Jacobson, President
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Committee Updates ....

Architectural Control Committee (ACC) — Peter Phipps & Rick Jacobson, Co-Chairs

The ACC Has A New Email Address:

You can now contact the ACC by email at:
LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. This email address can
be used for any ACC correspondence including requests,
questions, issues, concerns, etc.

Spring Inspections:

Annual inspections help to keep our community a desirable
place to live. Spring inspection violations have been issued
and most have already been fixed. If you have not fixed
your violations, please contact Dale Edwards at
dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com with your correction plan
and schedule.

Corrections to violations from the Spring Inspection do not
require ACC Approval unless you are changing the
appearance of your house. For example, replacing a rotten
board and repainting it the same color, is not considered an
appearance change. Changing the color of your trim or
replacing your roof will require ACC Approval. If you have
any questions on whether your repair work will require
ACC Approval, please feel free to contact the ACC at:
LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com.

Trash & Recycling:

Please remember to dispose of your trash and recycling
properly to keep our community attractive and to prevent
wild animals from getting into the trash. We have been
working with Patriot Disposal Services to pick up the trash
earlier in the day. This will help significantly with the
animal issues during the day, but residents still need to bag
their trash properly to prevent overnight animal issues.
Recommended Trash Bagging Solutions are outlined in the
table on page 5.

Trash is picked up by Patriot Disposal Services on
Mondays and Thursdays and should NOT be placed out for
pick up before Sunday evening at 6:00pm and Wednesday
evening at 6:00pm respectively. Trash should always be
bagged properly using hard sided trashcans with lids or
heavy plastic bags. Do not use grocery bags or shopping
bags for trash. Crows and other animals have a tendency to
get into these types of bags and scatter the contents. This
makes our streets unsightly and unsanitary.
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Patriot will only pick up boxes on Wednesday, our
scheduled recycling pick up day. Please DO NOT place
boxes out with the normal household trash.

If you have an item to throw away and you are not sure if
Patriot will pick it up with the scheduled household trash
collection, please call Patriot at 703-257-7100 and talk with
them BEFORE placing the item out for pick up.

If you do place an item out for pick up and Patriot does not
remove it, please bring that item back to your backyard or
garage until other arrangements can be made.

Recycling is picked up on Wednesdays and should NOT be
placed out for pick up before Tuesday evening at 6:00pm.
Recycling should be placed out in recycling bins or paper
bags. Recycling that is placed out in plastic bags cannot be
recycled due to the recycling process. Unfortunately
recycling placed out in plastic bags is just thrown in with
the trash. If you do not have a recycling bin, you can get
one from Patriot, or you can purchase your own recycling
bin at places like Home Depot or Loews.

Yard waste is picked up on Saturday.

Both trashcans and recycling bins need to be brought back
into your backyard, house, or garage the evening that the
trash or recycling is collected. If kept outside, trash cans
and yard waste recycling bins should be kept in your
backyard and not be left outside of your fence, in your front
bushes, or in your driveway.

Labeling Trashcans & Recycling Bins:

The ACC now requires all residents to place their addresses
clearly on their trashcans and recycling bins. The ACC is
constantly getting emails concerning lost or misplaced
trashcans and recycling bins. Since many times one
trashcan or recycling bin looks very much like another,
there is often confusion over these items. Having residents
place their address on their trashcans and recycling bins
will help solve this problem and save the residents, and the
ACC, a lot of time and effort resolving these situations.

Violations:

In order to keep Lafayette Village clean and desirable,
violation letters can be sent out throughout the year for
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Recommended Trash Bagging Solutions ....

RECOMMENDATIONS

TRASH
BAGGING

PICTURE

NOTES

Can use Patriot or any brand
trashcan. Prevents animals
from getting into trash and

PREFERRED T|r_|aas:1?:zisr:dV\e/ﬂh making a mess. Do not overfill
SOLUTION Lid so lid cannot close. Trashcans
: cannot be stored in front/side
yards or common areas
between trash days.
Sturdy enough to prevent most
Heavy black animal issues. Can be used to
RECOMMENDED Hefty type double bag trash with 2 white
bags trash bags inside of 1 black
heavy bag.
Does not prevent all animal
s issues. Better to put inside
NOT V}[/h'tﬁ g}Slde hard sided trashcan or double
Recommended rash bags bagged inside heavy black
bags.
_ Does not prevent animal
NOT White issues. Needs to be put inside
expandable hard sided trashcan or double
Recommended bags bagged inside heavy black
bags.
Not approved. Does not
prevent animal issues. Need to
NOT Grocery bags be put inside hard sided
Acceptable trashcan or double bagged

ol

inside heavy black bags.

Questions? Contact the ACC at: LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com
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Committee Updates, continued ....

ACC Report, continued

violations of the ACC Guidelines. If you receive a violation
letter you are required to fix the violation within 30 days. If
you have any questions concerning your letter or if you are
having problems getting your violations repaired, please
contact Dale Edwards at dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com.

Residents who don’t fix their violations can be called before
the Board of Directors for a hearing.

Exterior Improvements:

ACC Approval is required before any Exterior
Improvement is made to any townhouse or detached house.
This includes, but is not limited to, new roofs, new siding,
new windows, new shutters, new doors (front or back), new
decks, new fences, installing solar panels, changing paint
colors, replacing front yard trees, and so on. Many
contractors know that Lafayette Village is governed by

Put Out Time

Not before 6 pm or
dusk on Sunday

Not before 6 pm or
dusk on Tuesday

Not before 6 pm or
dusk on Wednesday

Not before 6 pm or
dusk on Friday

ACC Guidelines and will insist that you provide them with
written ACC approval before they will start work. Work
performed without, or before approval is received, may
have to be redone. Rework is expensive and well worth
avoiding.

If you are not sure if your change requires ACC Approval,
feel free to contact the ACC Co-Chairs: Pete Phipps and
Rick Jacobson at LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. The
ACC is always willing to work with residents to resolve
questions or issues. The ACC’s goal is to make the
Approval process as painless and straight forward as
possible.

For reference, the full ACC Guidelines and ACC Request
form are available on the LVCA website at:
lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-
committee-documents.

Put Cans / Bins Away

Monday Evening

Wednesday Evening

Thursday Evening

Saturday Evening

WIN YOUR NEXT ASSOCIATION DUES PAYMENT!!

Type Pick Up Day
Trash Monday
Recycling Wednesday
Trash Thursday
Yard Waste Saturday
sM

4fie

Homeowners who attend the LVCA Annual Meeting or turn in a
proxy will be entered into a raffle. The next quarterly association
dues payment will be waived for the winner! Every home owner who
either attends the meeting or turns in a proxy form will have a chance

to win one quarter of free HOA dues. All residents are allowed to
attend the Annual Meeting, but only homeowners can vote or be
eligible to win the drawing. The meeting will be held on Tuesday,
October 15th at 7:00pm at the Mason District Governmental Center,
located at 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale.
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Committee Updates, continued ....

Grounds Committee — Mike Nutbrown, Chair

The especially hot and dry stretch we had at the start of
summer this year was rough on new trees and condition of
our grounds in general. We’ll be looking to replace the dead
trees under warranty in the fall.

We did a round of vine removal with more to come. This
will have to be a regular occurrence as we work to get the
vines along the tree lines under control.

Other projects the committee has been working on include
repair or replacement of uneven sidewalks, additional street
lights, regular tree maintenance including pruning and
removal of trees, and some special erosion and planting
projects, just to name a few.

Finally, here is my regular reminder that the committees and
board are all volunteers in the community. Please reach out
if you'd like to join the grounds committee or would like to

Communications Committee — Newsletter

Exciting news! Our newsletter is going all digital! This issue
of our Lafayette Village Association newsletter is the last
one that you will be receiving at your front door. But don’t
despair! Our newsletter will continue to be produced and
distributed to you as a .pdf file. You’ll be able to read it (in
full color!) on your phone, tablet, laptop or desktop. And
you can download it and/or print it as well.

You will be receiving notifications of each new issue in
several ways. We will notify you via the LVCA Resident
Email List that is maintained by our President, Donna
Jacobson (be sure you are on the list!). You will also see a
notice that I post on LVCA’s Nextdoor page with a link to
each new issue of our newsletter. Additionally, the latest
newsletter and an archive of all of our past issues can be
found under the Resources tab on our LVCA community
web page (lafayettevillage.org/resources/Ivca-newsletters).
And, finally, for those of you who might prefer to read a
paper copy, Dale Edwards, our community manager at
Sequoia, will print out a few copies and place them in the
Little Free Library in front of the pool house.

I would like to thank our enthusiastic team of volunteers
who have been delivering each issue (288 newsletters!) to
your front doors. They have been so generous with their
time, making sure each of us receives our copy. I don’t yet
have a comprehensive list of all who have volunteered, but
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Example of uneven sidewalk repair showing before and after.

attend a virtual meeting. We need good folks like you to
continue to do the work that makes this a better place for all
of us to live.
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want everyone who has helped with delivery over the years
to know how much their help is appreciated. Were you a
member of our distribution team at one time? Please send a
note to newsletter@lafayettevillage.org to let me know.
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Get a Life -- Outdoors with Plants!

by Anne Sansbury LVCA Garden Guru

The garden group is happy to introduce our newest gardener

—a box turtle with a particularly beautiful shell. This
gardener really enjoys the crops, but I guarantee he’s not
much good at planting and weeding
(no opposable thumbs).

We finally welcomed some hospitable
weather and the gardens started to
thrive without constant watering. Now
it’s time to clean up garden plots and
yards and focus on children’s
homework and the holidays, OR we can
figure out what winter 2024 and spring
2025 crops we want. We still have to
clean up and put down compost and
then hope for the right weather to make
it work. In general, we can garden from
May through October, but some crops
can grow all winter, if anybody has a
mind to try it. Be sure to pick tomatoes,
summer squash, melons, eggplant,
cucumbers, peppers, and okra, which
cannot withstand a frost without some
kind of cover. Cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli, spinach, and
Brussels sprouts should be even better after a frost.

Crops to plant at home and in the garden in September
include blueberries, broccoli, flowers (nasturtiums,
marigolds, asters, cosmos, mums, and anemones), garlic,
lettuce, radishes, spinach, perennial herbs (such as rosemary,
sage, thyme, oregano). Just amend the soil and let it rest a
couple weeks before you plant. Also, read the seed packets
to figure backwards from first frost to know when to plant so
the seeds still have time to produce. One way to cut the time
needed is to pre-sprout your seeds. You sprout your seeds
indoors, allowing them to reach a length of up to one inch.
The sprouted seeds should be planted deep enough that the
entire sprout is underground, to prevent drying out, and they
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Gardening turtle!!

should be watered well until the sprout breaks the soil
surface. You do have to be careful that you don’t break off
the delicate sprouts while you’re planting pre-sprouted
seeds. Succession plantings of warm-
season crops, such as corn and bean, can
be harvested until the first killing frost.
Cool-season crops, such as kale, turnip,
mustard, broccoli, and cabbage, grow
well during the cool fall days and
withstand light frosts.

What can we plant in October in
Virginia? Root crops may be smaller as a
fall crop than during a spring planting.
Radishes, beets, and turnips love the cool
temperatures, and the young greens of
the beets and turnips can be used in
salads or cooked.

In November we can plant most
productive/cold-hardy greens: spinach,
kale, collards, some mustards, winter
arugula, cilantro, sorrel, salad burnet,
curly parsley. Carrots should be wonderfully sweet when
maturing in cold weather. Arugula and mustards bolt (go to
flower and seed) in January or February.

December is a time to plant beets, spinach, and Swiss chard
by seed. Swiss chard might not grow a whole lot, but it'll
shoot up in the spring because its roots will already be nice
and established. Broccoli, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower,
endive, kohl rabi, and leeks are also good for December
planting. Options for getting nice plants next year are garlic,
winter salad leaves, broad beans, sweet peas, hardy
cyclamen, tulips.

So there you have it! Activities to keep you busy for three
months! Wait. What? You already had a life??? Oops!
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Sellers Need to Know

By Jocelyn Porteria

As a seller, you play a crucial role in the sale of your home.
Agents can guide you and assist in preparation but
ultimately the decisions are in your control. Here are some
tips before you put your house on the market:

e Stage your home for potential buyers, not for yourself.
Your fake plants and huge china cabinet by the dining
room are nice but may be a turn-off for a potential buyer.
Or your pink bathroom is cute but may not appeal to
buyers. Try to stay neutral with regard to paints, furniture
and designs. It should look cozy and homey.

¢ Do not hide anything from the agent; mention all the
house flaws that need to be fixed, such as leaky faucets
or air conditioning not working properly. Everything will
come out eventually and it is very important that you and
the agent work on these issues before the house is put on
the market. Honesty is the best policy. You may need to
repair or replace some things and it may cost you some
money up front, but it is worth it. Trust me.

o Do not expect that all renovations will get you a return
on your money. They may or may not. You need to know
which renovations will pay off otherwise you can pass on
the expensive renovations to the next owner. Ask the
professionals before you proceed.

e Do not overprice your house. It may be the best on the
block, but you risk not selling because it is overpriced.
Your property might be the reason why other properties
are being sold because they were more reasonably priced
than yours. You will reduce the price eventually and you
may have lost precious time. Potential buyers might offer
much less, thinking that you are now desperate. An
exception might be that the seller has less equity in the
house, so there is not much room for reduction and there
is more supply than demand. | would recommend
postponing the sale of your house if this is the case.

o Be patient — if your house is not selling it is not
necessarily because your agent is not good, perhaps there
are a lot of houses for sale in the neighborhood and you
do not have the room to reduce the sales price due to not
having much equity. 1t would be better to take it off the
market and wait for a better time.

e Clean every day before you leave for work as if guests
are continuously visiting. Some agents and buyers could
just pass by and see the sign. They might call you or your
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agent wanting to show at that very moment. You do not
want to miss any opportunity and you do not want the
house to show if it is not ready.

¢ Do not hold it against your agent if your agent passes on
what other agents or potential buyers do not like about
your house. Remember, agents are looking out for your
best interest and both of you have the same goal: to sell
the house for the best price possible.

¢ Do not forget the front and back of the house. Remember
the curb appeal strategy, it is the first impression. “HEY
STOP THE CAR!”

¢ Do not think that your agent puts the house on the market
and then just waits for it to sell. We have our own system
including multiple websites that offer homes for sale that
can be seen by everyone. This alone should generate a
sale. There are many such sites. Most agents spend a lot
on these websites to ensure maximum exposure, aside
from their own system. Some hire stagers for a minimum
$1,000 staging fee. They hold open houses which may
not be necessary. They contact other agents they know in
case they have potential buyers. They go through their
contacts in order to attract potential buyers.

Selling a home is a team effort even when you hire a real
estate agent. Cooperation and partnership is crucial to
achieving the goals of both the seller and the real estate
agent. Remember, agents only get paid once you go to the
settlement table. Who does not want to get paid?

Note: Jocelyn Porteria is a Realtor® licensed in VA since
2006; she has lived in Lafayette Village since 2004. She has
been featured in TOP AGENT Magazine twice —2020 and
2023. She is a Consistent Top Producer of Fairfax Realty
and has earned over one hundred Five-Star Reviews on
Zillow from her clients. She is a Certified Expert Negotiator
and has her own Porteria Properties since 2020. To see what
her clients say about her, visit Zillow Reviews at
www.zillow.com/profile/PorteriaProperties/#reviews. You’ll
find more of her social media on her website at
www.porteriaproperties.com and on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/PorteriaProperties. Call her at 571-432-
8335 or email porteriaproperties2021@gmail.com for free
confidential consultations.
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Native Plant Demonstration Garden Growing at Hidden Oaks

by Kristina Watts, Visitor Services Manager, Hidden Oaks Nature Center

If you’ve visited Hidden
Oaks (HONC) in the past
couple of months, you’ve
probably noticed the changes
happening in the garden plot
by the fence in front of the
nature center. We’re building
a native plant demonstration
garden, and looking forward
to establishing it as a premier
example of how to use native
plants in shady areas in

attractive garden beds. Hidden Oaks Nature Center.

Here at HONC, we’ve always

been pro-native plants. A “native” is a species that has
grown in this area before European colonization. That is,
they are species that have evolved together over thousands
of years to form our natural local ecosystem. Native plants
are important for local wildlife; often the insects that are at
the base of the animal food chain — feeding birds, bats, etc. —
are dependent upon specific types of native plants. So, using
native plants in your landscape is extremely important to
preserving our local biodiversity.

We’ve been planting natives around our nature center
building as part of our programs (like our Meaningful
Watershed Educational Experiences) for many years.
Developing a garden with a more intentional look was the
brainchild of one of our volunteers, Jo Doumbia, together
with site manager Kristina Watts. As Wildlife Sanctuary
Program (formerly Audubon at Home) Ambassadors, they
have spent countless hours educating homeowners on how
to make their properties more wildlife-friendly and
answering questions about what kind of native plants grow
under various conditions. A place where people can come
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Newly planted native plant demonstration garden at

learn about native plants and see
how beautiful they are seemed

like a great opportunity for

Hidden Oaks. Our forested
landscape makes it a great place to
specifically demonstrate shade-
tolerant plants, which are ones that
gardeners often have a more
difficult time choosing.

The garden is intended to be an
extension of our educational
mission. We were fortunate to
have a high school intern in May
who focused on the garden as her
Senior Project. She identified what was currently growing in
all of the plots of land in front of the nature center. She
developed text to use on signage so that visitors can identify
each plant and learn about its growing conditions. Several
other volunteers have helped plan, plant, and water.

Right now, the signs marking each plant are temporary. We
plan to use funds donated by the Northern Virginia Soil and
Water District to develop permanent identification signs
with QR codes that link to descriptions and further
information on each species in both English and Spanish.
We’ll also be expanding into other garden beds — including
one where we’ll feature edible native plants, and one in a
sunnier area where we’ll enhance the monarch food garden.

Plants and supplies for the garden have been provided
through generous donations from Earth Sangha, the Friends
of Hidden Oaks Nature Center (FOHONC), and nature
center visitors. Come visit us and see how the garden grows
and changes throughout the seasons.
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Fairfax County news ....

Fairfax County Pet Vaccine & Microchip Clinic

As part of Fairfax County Animal Shelter's Pet Resource
Center, Fairfax County residents have the opportunity to
have their pet vaccinated and microchipped without the cost
of a veterinary exam.

All clinics are first come, first served and are cash only.
Clinics are held at either our Michael R. Frey or Lorton
Campus.

Services:

Rabies Vaccination $20
DHPPi (dogs only) $20
FVRCP (cats only) $20
Microchip $20

Dog License $10

For more information go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter/petresources/rabiescli
nics.

Library of Things, continued from page 1

“I Love Virginia State
Parks” Nature Backpacks —
These cool kits include items
useful for budding naturalists,
as well as educational
materials: a map compass,
pocket guides to weather and
edible wild plants, a bug
observation container,
binoculars and many more
items. It even includes a free
pass to any of Virginia’s state
parks! These kits can be
checked out for two weeks.

Board Games — A selection of board games are available at
all public library branches. From classics to new favorites, a
variety of fun, entertaining games for all the family is on
offer. How about setting aside all devices and enjoy some
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Upcoming Clinic Dates:

Date Time Vaccine Clinic Location
Monday, Sept. 9 9to1lam. 3/5:02%33 Ox Road, Fairfax,
Friday, Sept. 13 9to 11 a.m. ggg?gLorton Road, Lorton, VA
Monday, Oct. 7 9to1la.m. 3/5:02%2‘2‘: Ox Road, Fairfax,
Friday, Oct. 18 910 11 am. g%?gLorton Road, Lorton, VA
Monday, Nov. 4 9to11a.m. égfg%g‘g Ox Road, Fairfax,
Friday, Nov. 15 9to 11 am. g%?gLorton Road, Lorton, VA
Monday, Dec. 2 9to 11 a.m. 3/5:02%253 Ox Road, Fairfax,
Friday, Dec. 13 9to1la.m. g%?gLorton Road, Lorton, VA

An example of an “I Love Virginia State Parks”
Nature Backpack kit.

good old-fashioned family fun with
Fluxx, Blank Slate, Chess, Wits and
Wagers, to name a few. Board
games can be checked out for three
weeks.

These are just a few of the non-
literary offerings available at the
Fairfax County Public Library. All
items in the Library of Things can
be checked out but you must have a
library card to do so. Registration is
easy. You can go to the library home
page at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library or visit a branch. For more
information and to see the entire collection in the Library of
Things visit https://research.fairfaxcounty.gov/lot/overview.
Stop by the library and check it out!
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Casino in Tysons Corner

By Donna Jacobson

Virginia Senator Dave Marsden brought forth Senate Bill
675 in the 2024 General Assembly in Richmond, which
called for referendums in Fairfax County concerning
allowing a casino in Tysons Corner. Due to an
overwhelmingly negative response from residents of
Fairfax County, SB 675 was voted to be carried over to
the 2025 General Assembly. It is expected to be brought
forth again in January 2025.

The premise of SB 675 is that Fairfax County needs more
revenue and a casino would provide that revenue. Economic
experts do not agree that a casino in an area such as Tysons
Corner would be as beneficial to the economy of Fairfax
County as expected.

Some of the facts about casinos which are not discussed by
the gambling industry and the proponents of a casino in
Tysons Corner are the following:

o A casino will not bring large amounts of revenue to
Fairfax County. Most of the revenue will be going to
Richmond, with only 30% going to Fairfax County.

o Casinos will require costly infrastructure improvements
to support the traffic, parking, and storm water
management in the area.

o Casinos will require costly increases in police
requirements.

¢ Job opportunities created by casinos are lower-paying
with limited opportunities for advancement. The average
casino worker receives $35,000 annually.

e Communities located within 10 miles of a casino exhibit
double the rate of problem gambling. Such communities
also suffer higher rates of home foreclosure and other
forms of economic distress, along with higher rates of
domestic violence.

¢ Small businesses suffer when casinos are located nearby.
Only liquor stores, pawn shops and gas stations prosper.

If you want more detailed information on this issue, visit the
No Casino Coalition webpage at:
https://nocasinocoalition.org/

Also, if you have further concerns about a casino in Tysons
Corner, please attend the Community Forum, which is being
held by the No Fairfax Casino Coalition on Sunday,
October 27th at 3:00pm, at McLean High School, located
at 1633 Davidson Road, McLean Virginia.

Newly Effective Precinct/Polling Place Change for
Lafayette Village residents

Effective November 2024 we will see the merge of two precincts into one (#519
Hummer precinct will be merged with #536 Woodburn precinct). The newly combined
precinct will be called #536 Woodburn and its polling place will be at Woodburn
Elementary School, 3401 Hemlock Dr., Falls Church.

R
Your Vle’ Cowunls
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Remember to vote on Tuesday, November 5, 2024

g
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Community Ads ....

Refreshed Spaces, LLC

ORGANIZING - DECORATING - STAGING

Ve YouR

Betty Harmon

Professional Organizer & Interior Decorator

WE'LL HELP YOU LO

betty@refreshedspacesdesigns.com
703-217-4707

Interior Decorator and Home Organizer: I’'ma
professional organizer and interior decorator living
in Lafayette Village. Let’s declutter and put some
spark back in your home! We can start as a small
project or the entire house to achieve results you
will be proud of. If interested, please call me at
703-217-4707 or email me at
betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com for more
information and to receive an estimate.

Text/Call 571-236-5634

MARK RHODES
Quality Painting

Free Estimates

—
Latest Homes Sold in

Lafayette Villuge

Address | Status | me Market MarketPrice |price soid

~ ADays | $665,000 |#5680,000
6Days |$675,000 #$695,000
6Days |$599,000 |#$655,000
5Days |$599,999 |#$680,000

7830 Byrds Nest Pass

3721 Mount Airey Ln

7842 Butterfield Ln ‘

7831 Butterfield Ln

Aas dq gg@? e

8335
www PorterlaPropertles com

CRUISE £ PLANNERS

A travel agent in our community to book your next
Cruise or All Inclusive Vacation Package anywhere
in the world. Please contact Pascasie Adedze at
pascasie.adedze@cruiseplanners.com or visit
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passycruisevacation.com.
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LAFAYETTE VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
2024 ANNUAL MEETING PROXY

The undersigned owner(s) of the Unit set forth below hereby appoint(s)
or if no name is inserted, or if the person whose name is inserted is not
present at the meeting or is otherwise unable to serve as proxy, then any officer of the Association, as Proxy holder for
the undersigned at the Annual Meeting of the Lafayette Village Community Association (the "Association™), to be held
on October 15, 2024 or at any adjournment or recess of that meeting held within 180 days. The proxy holder is
instructed to vote the undersigned as present for quorum purposes and:

CHECK APPLICABLE PROVISION:
Box A: This is an Instructed Proxy, which is given to the Proxy holder instructing him or her to
vote as indicated on below in the director election: (VOTE FOR TWO):

|| Donna Jacobson
| | Adrian Sobie

Box B: This is an Uninstructed Proxy, given to the Proxy holder without instructions.
Note: Giving a proxy without instructions gives the Proxy holder full authority to vote on behalf of the owner(s)
upon any matter which may be properly presented at the Annual meeting, as fully and with the same effect as if
the owner(s) had been personally present at said meeting.

1 Box C: This Proxy is given only to vote the undersigned as present for quorum purposes only.

The proxy holder is further instructed to vote according to any reasonable means of online instruction given to the proxy
holder on any routine or procedural issues that come before the owners at the meeting.

If the Owner is more than one person, any such Owner may object to the proxy at or prior to the meeting,

whereupon the proxy shall be deemed revoked. If this is signed by less than all of the owners of the unit, the undersigned
Owner(s) represent that such Owner(s) has authority to sign on behalf of all Owners of the unit.

Owner signature & Date

Owner name (printed)

Unit Address

Co-Owner signature & Date

Co-Owner name (printed)
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