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Historic Moss Home, c1885 Green Spring Gardens, Photo 

Courtesy of Fairfax County Park Authority 

 
Historic Moss Home as it looks today at Green Spring Gardens. 

 

 

 
 

Summer 2024 Newsletter 

Green Spring Gardens & the Moss Historic Manor House 

By M. Callahan, Endeavor News Magazine, 

Annandale Chamber of Commerce. 

In 1784, John Moss purchased a brick house near the natural 

springs that flowed on a 540 acre farm. Here he cultivated 

grains and raised cattle and pigs until 1843 when his 

grandson, Alfred, sold the estate. Fountain Beattie became 

the next recorded owner from 1878 to 1917. He raised 

twelve children and cattle while cultivating fruits and 

vegetables. 

In 1942, Michael and Belinda Straight purchased the house 

and thirty-three acres. Michael Straight, a publisher and 

editor, not a farmer, did manage to raise cattle but did not 

cultivate crops at Green Spring. Many notable figures were 

entertained during the Straight years including Aldous 

Huxley and Hubert Humphrey. Beatrix Farrand, a highly 

regarded landscape architect, designed both the formal and 

informal garden spaces adding extensively to the variety of 

plantings. 

Finally, in 1970 the Straights deeded their house and 16 

acres to the Fairfax County Park Authority with the 

expressed wish for the land to remain a park. Today the 

Historic House hosts a series of informative and fascinating 

formal English Tea Programs and is surrounded by the most 

beautiful gardens to include many huge boxwoods, azaleas, 

and rhododendrons from the Straight era. 

Green Spring Gardens is located at 4601 Green Spring 

Road, Alexandria, VA  22312. The entrance is located 

directly across from Pinecrest Golf Course, 2 blocks behind 

Pinecrest Shopping Center. 
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Our Community Information…. 

LVCA Board Members 
 

President – Donna Jacobson  

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Vice President – Adrian Sobie 

adrian.sobie@gmail.com 

Treasurer – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Secretary – Gina Keating 

gina.keating@gmail.com 

Director-at-Large – Dr. Julia Wray 

drjuliawray@gmail.com 

 

Committee Chairs 
 

Architectural Control (Co-Chairs) – 

Peter Phipps and Rick Jacobson 

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com 

Grounds – Mike Nutbrown 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org 

Finance – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Pool – Rebecca Just 

LVCApool@gmail.com 

Recreation – Vacant 

Communications – Donna Jacobson 

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Neighborhood Watch – Vacant 

Website Manager 

Steve Chao 

hello@lafayettevillage.org 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Ryefield 

newsletter@lafayettevillage.org 

Sequoia Management Company 

Dale Edwards 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com 

Phone:  703-803-9641 

Fax:  703-968-0936 

Patriot Disposal Services 

www.patriotdisposalservices.com 

Phone:  703-257-7100 

Lafayette Village Community Events Calendar 

Board Meetings – Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Location to 

be announced. 

ACC Meetings – Meeting location, date and time is to be determined. If interested in 

attending contact Peter Phipps or Rick Jacobson at LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. 

Grounds Committee – Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at around 

7:00 p.m. except in December. If interested in attending contact Mike Nutbrown at 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org or Donna Jacobson at lvca.bod.president@gmail.com. 

Finance Committee – Meetings are held at 7900 Peyton Forest Trail. Date and time 

is to be determined. If interested in attending contact John Alexander at 

jmalex14@msn.com. 

Neighborhood Watch – TBD 

Fairfax Federation – Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30 

p.m. at Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden Dr., Fairfax. 

All residents, including renters, are invited to attend scheduled meetings. 

Thanks to those who contributed to this issue of our newsletter: 

Donna Jacobson, Rick Jacobson, Mike Nutbrown, Rebecca Just, Jocelyn Porteria, 

Anne Sansbury, Kristina Watts, Ilene Teixeira, and those who submitted articles 

and ads. And, as always, a special thank you to our awesome Newsletter 

Distribution Team! 

As we continue to navigate the challenging situation related to Coronavirus Disease 

(COVID-19) that is touching the lives of so many, we appreciate our community’s 

continued patience, understanding and support. Due to these concerns, dates and 

times indicated in this newsletter may be subject to change. 
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Donna Jacobson, President 

LVCA Board of Directors 

Hello Everyone,

I am happy to announce that the Lafayette Village 

Swimming Pool opened on Saturday, May 25th. Residents 

need to be in good standing to use the swimming pool; no 

outstanding dues payments nor violations. The pool season 

for 2024 and hours of operation are as follows: 

SEASON: 

Saturday, May 25th through Monday, September 2nd 

HOURS: 

Weekdays:  May 27 – June 7; 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Weekdays:  June 10 – August 16; 11:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Weekdays:  Aug. 19 – Aug. 30; 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Weekends and Holidays:  11:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

Once again, we do not have any COVID-19 restrictions 

which we are required to follow this year; however, use of 

the pool facility is strictly at the patron’s own risk. If you 

have COVID-19 symptoms, or other health symptoms, 

please stay home and do not visit the swimming pool. 

Board of Directors News:  We have two positions on the 

Board of Directors which are up for election this year, and I 

am happy to announce that both individuals holding these 

positions are running for re-election this year. Adrian Sobie, 

our Vice President for the last three years, and myself, are 

both up for election at the Annual Meeting on Tuesday, 

October 15th. If you would also like to run for one of these 

positions, please email Dale Edwards at 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com by August 31st, to have your 

name placed on the ballot. 

Trash, Recycling & Yard Waste:  We have had problems 

with trash this spring, especially since Patriot Disposal 

Services has been collecting our trash later in the afternoon. 

I have talked to them about collecting our trash in the 

morning and they have agreed to try and do this; however, 

they may not collect it first thing in the morning. To help 

alleviate some of the issues with wildlife getting into the 

trash, I suggest that as many residents as possible use trash 

cans with tight lids. However, if you cannot use a trash can, I 

suggest that residents use a heavy-duty trash bag, such as 

Hefty brand trash bags. In the areas where residents are 

using these heavy-duty bags, I have noticed fewer problems 

with the trash being attacked by wildlife. 

Also, yard waste is no longer being collected on Mondays, 

but is now collected on Saturday mornings. 

LVCA Parking Regulations:  During the summer months 

many residents have more visitors, so I would like to remind 

residents of the Lafayette Village parking regulations. These 

regulations need to be followed by both residents and their 

guests, and can be found on page 16 of this newsletter. 

Violation of many of these restrictions can lead to your 

vehicle being towed, so please observe the parking 

regulations, and make sure that your guests observe them 

also. 

Communications:  I would like to remind our residents that 

Lafayette Village has a LVCA Resident Email List that is 

used to send out information to the community. The LVCA 

Resident Email List is kept confidential and is only used by 

the President or Board of Directors for Association business. 

If you would like to join the LVCA Resident Email List, 

please send your email address to 

LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com. We are also a member of 

Nextdoor. You can find out more about Nextdoor, including 

how to join, at www.Nextdoor.com. I encourage all residents 

to join both. 

Best Wishes for a Safe & Enjoyable Summer! 

Donna Jacobson, President

  

A Note from the President… 
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Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – Peter Phipps & Rick Jacobson, Co-Chairs 

The ACC Has A New Email Address: 

You can now contact the ACC by email at: 

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. This email address can 

be used for any ACC correspondence including requests, 

questions, issues, concerns, etc. 

Spring Inspections: 

Annual inspections help to keep our community a desirable 

place to live. Spring inspection violations have been issued 

and most have already been fixed. If you have not fixed 

your violations, please contact Dale Edwards at 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com with your correction plan 

and schedule. 

Corrections to violations from the Spring Inspection do not 

require ACC Approval unless you are changing the 

appearance of your house. For example, replacing a rotten 

board and repainting it the same color, is not considered an 

appearance change. Changing the color of your trim or 

replacing your roof will require ACC Approval. If you have 

any questions on whether your repair work will require 

ACC Approval, please feel free to contact the ACC at: 

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. 

Trash & Recycling:  

Please remember to dispose of your trash and recycling 

properly to keep our community attractive and to prevent 

wild animals from getting into the trash. We have been 

working with Patriot Disposal Services to pick up the trash 

earlier in the day. This will help significantly with the 

animal issues during the day, but residents still need to bag 

their trash properly to prevent overnight animal issues. 

Recommended Trash Bagging Solutions are outlined in the 

table on page 6: 

Trash is picked up by Patriot Disposal Services on 

Mondays and Thursdays and should NOT be placed out for 

pick up before Sunday evening at 6:00pm and Wednesday 

evening at 6:00pm respectively. Trash should always be 

bagged properly using hard sided trashcans with lids or 

heavy plastic bags. Do not use grocery bags or shopping 

bags for trash. Crows and other animals have a tendency to 

get into these types of bags and scatter the contents. This 

makes our streets unsightly and unsanitary.  

Patriot will only pick up boxes on Wednesday, our 

scheduled recycling pickup day. Please DO NOT place 

boxes out with the normal household trash. 

If you have an item to throw away and you are not sure if 

Patriot will pick it up with the scheduled household trash 

pickup, please call Patriot at 703-257-7100 and talk with 

them BEFORE placing the item out for pickup. 

If you do place an item out for pickup and Patriot does not 

remove it, please bring that item back to your backyard or 

garage until other arrangements can be made. 

Recycling is picked up on Wednesdays and should NOT be 

placed out for pick up before Tuesday evening at 6:00pm. 

Recycling should be placed out in recycling bins or paper 

bags. Recycling that is placed out in plastic bags cannot be 

recycled due to the recycling process. Unfortunately 

recycling placed out in plastic bags is just thrown in with 

the trash. If you do not have a recycling bin, you can get 

one from Patriot, or you can purchase your own recycling 

bin at places like Home Depot or Loews. 

Yard waste is picked up on Saturday. 

Both trash cans and recycling bins need to be brought back 

into your backyard, house, or garage the evening that the 

trash or recycling is collected. If kept outside, trash cans 

and yard waste recycling bins should be kept in your 

backyard and not be left outside of your fence, in your front 

bushes, or in your driveway. 

Labeling Trash Cans & Recycling Bins: 

The ACC now requires all residents to place their addresses 

clearly on their trash cans and recycling bins. The ACC is 

constantly getting emails concerning lost or misplaced trash 

cans and recycling bins. Since many times one trash can or 

recycling bin looks very much like another, there is often 

confusion over these items. Having residents place their 

address on their trash cans and recycling bins will help 

solve this problem and save the residents, and the ACC, a 

lot of time and effort resolving these situations. 

Violations: 

In order to keep Lafayette Village clean and desirable, 

violation letters can be sent out throughout the year for 

violations of the ACC Guidelines. If you receive a violation 

letter you are required to fix the violation within 30 days. If 

you have any questions concerning your letter or if you are 

having problems getting your violations repaired, please 

contact Dale Edwards at dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. 

  

Committee Updates, continued …. Committee Updates …. 
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Type Pick Up Day Put Out Time Put Cans / Bins Away 

Trash Monday 
Not before 6 pm or  

dusk on Sunday 
Monday Evening 

Recycling Wednesday 
Not before 6 pm or  

dusk on Tuesday 
Wednesday Evening 

Trash Thursday 
Not before 6 pm or  
dusk on Wednesday 

Thursday Evening 

 

ACC Report, continued

Residents who don’t fix their violations can be called before 

the Board of Directors for a hearing. 

Exterior Improvements: 

ACC Approval is required before any Exterior 

Improvement is made to any townhouse or detached house. 

This includes, but is not limited to new roofs, new siding, 

new windows, new shutters, new doors (front or back), new 

decks, new fences, installing solar panels, changing paint 

colors, replacing front yard trees, and so on. Many 

contractors know that Lafayette Village is governed by 

ACC Guidelines and will insist that you provide them with 

written ACC approval before they will start work. Work 

performed without, or before approval is received, may 

have to be redone.  Rework is expensive and well worth 

avoiding. 

If you are not sure if your change requires ACC Approval, 

feel free to contact the ACC Co-Chairs:  Pete Phipps and 

Rick Jacobson at LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. The 

ACC is always willing to work with residents to resolve 

questions or issues. The ACC’s goal is to make the 

Approval process as painless and straight forward as 

possible. 

For reference, the full ACC Guidelines and ACC Request 

form are available on the LVCA website at: 

lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-

committee-documents. 

 

  

Committee Updates, continued …. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
TRASH 

BAGGING 
PICTURE NOTES 

PREFERRED 

SOLUTION 

Hard Sided 

Trashcan with 

Lid 

 
Can use Patriot or any brand 

trashcan. Prevents animals 

from getting into trash and 

making a mess. Do not overfill 

so lid cannot close. Trashcans 

cannot be stored in front/side 

yards or common areas 

between trash days. 

RECOMMENDED 

Heavy black 

Hefty type 

bags 

 

Sturdy enough to prevent most 

animal issues. Can be used to 

double bag trash with 2 white 

trash bags inside of 1 black 

heavy bag. 

NOT 

Recommended 

White inside 

trash bags 

 

Does not prevent all animal 

issues. Better to put inside 

hard sided trashcan or double 

bagged inside heavy black 

bags. 

NOT 

Recommended 

White 

expandable 

bags 

 

Does not prevent animal 

issues. Need to be put inside 

hard sided trashcan or double 

bagged inside heavy black 

bags. 

NOT 

Acceptable 
Grocery bags 

 

Not approved. Does not 

prevent animal issues. Need to 

be put inside hard sided 

trashcan or double bagged 

inside heavy black bags. 

Recommended Trash Bagging Solutions .... 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions? Contact the ACC at:  LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com 
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2024 Lafayette Village Tree Planting Map 

Grounds Committee – Mike Nutbrown, Chair 

We are very excited to share that we received a grant through 

the Virginia Trees for Clean Water program to help fund our 

spring tree planting. We worked with our local forester to 

review our site plan and agree on all species prior to 

submitting the grant application. In total, we welcomed 20 

new trees to the community through the grant. The new 

additions include:  3 American Hornbeam, 2 American 

Sycamore, 6 Black Gum, 3 Northern Red Oak, 3 American 

Holly Trees, 1 Flowering Dogwood, 1 Allegheny 

Serviceberry, and 1 Shagbark Hickory. A few key 

requirements of the grant are community engagement - 

which we have done with our Arbor Day celebration, 

newsletters, and flyers – and a long term (minimum 15 year) 

commitment to the success of these trees. With the recent 

heat and lack of rain, we have contracted a service to water 

the trees, but if anyone would like to assist with watering, 

please reach out to grounds@lafayettevillage.org. The trees 

now have watering bags which will make the task a little 

easier. Some of you may have seen me out carrying buckets 

of water around, and I want to thank resident Steven 

Longstreet for his help watering the Hornbeam and 

Sycamore near Hampton Village Pass, John Alexander for 

his help in watering the 2 black gum trees on the island on 

Peyton Forest Trail and Rick Jacobson for pitching in to 

water the new oak tree between Newport Glenn Pass and 

Peyton Forest Trail. 

We take many factors into consideration when selecting the 

species and locations of trees for the community. We 

prioritize native species that would have a good chance of 

survival here and support our native wildlife. For example 

the oak trees attract smaller insects and more caterpillar 

species than any other native tree or plant. The caterpillars 

are a vital food source for birds. Speaking of which, I’ve 

already seen a bird nest in one of the Holly trees when I was 

out watering. They moved right in! Sycamore trees can have 

a life span of over 200 years. In addition to wildlife support, 

they provide cooling shade which we appreciate when the 

temperatures are in the 90s. Larger trees are selected for 

locations having enough distance from resident structures to 

give them room to grow. I’m proud of this community’s 

commitment to trees, and believe this year’s new additions 

are the best yet! 

As in prior years, our annual Earth/Arbor Day celebration 

took place in April where we planted a London Plane tree 

near the playground. I look forward to the shade it will   

Committee Updates, continued …. Committee Updates, continued …. 

 
Our annual Earth/Arbor Day celebration took place in April where we 

planted a London Plane tree near the playground. 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:grounds@lafayettevillage.org


Lafayette Village Community Newsletter – July 7, 2024 Page 8 

Look for updated information on www.lafayettevillage.org and Nextdoor 

Committee Updates, continued …. 

Grounds Committee Report, continued 

provide to the playground in future years. Thank you to all 

who participated in the cleanup before the tree planting. I 

hope everyone enjoyed the great weather, the cookout, the 

bounce house and time with their neighbors. 

Very special thanks to Donna and Rick Jacobson for 

working for quite a while on preparation tasks which 

resulted in the first three replaced retaining walls in the 

community, including the first block wall in the community 

located on Hancock Forest Trail. While most of us only see 

the resulting fresh walls, it all starts with wall evaluations, 

surveys, engineering studies, meeting with multiple 

construction vendors, evaluating the designs, costs, pros, and 

cons before the first timber or block is placed. The next set 

of replacements is currently in the design phase, with more 

fresh replacement walls expected this calendar year. 

Other projects the committee has been working on include 

repair or replacements of uneven sidewalks, additional street 

lights, regular tree maintenance (including pruning and 

removals of trees and vines), and some special erosion and 

planting projects, just to name a few. 

Finally, my regular reminder that the committees and board 

are all volunteers in the community. Please reach out if 

you'd like to join the grounds committee or would like to 

attend a virtual meeting. We need good folks like you to 

continue to do the work that makes this a better place for all 

of us to live.

 

Pool Committee – Rebecca Just, Chair

The pool is open! The pool season for 2024 and hours of 

operation are as follows:  

SEASON: 

Saturday, May 25th through Monday, September 2nd 

HOURS: 

Weekdays:  May 27 - June 7, 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Weekdays:  June 10 - August 16, 11:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Weekdays:  Aug. 19 – Aug. 30, 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Weekends and Holidays:  11:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

We’re also enjoying some pool events again this summer! 

Our first event was a community cookout potluck to 

celebrate the pool opening. We had beautiful weather for our 

opening weekend, and the event was well attended. 

Additional events scheduled for the rest of the summer are 

as follows: 

Wine & Cheese (adults only):  Saturday, July 20th from 

8:00-10:00 p.m.; Rain date: Saturday, July 27th from 8:00-

10:00 p.m. 

Swim Under the Stars:  Saturday, August 17th from 8:00-

10:00 p.m.; Rain date: Sunday, September 1st from 8:00-

10:00 p.m. 

Donna Jacobson will also be sending reminders for these 

events out to our Lafayette Village email list, so be sure 

you’re on it! You don’t want to miss out! 

Please make note of the revised pool rules for 2024. The 

revised rules are included in this newsletter on pages 14 - 

16, and were sent out via the Lafayette Village email list. All 

residents are expected to adhere to these rules so that 

everyone can enjoy the pool safely. 

If you are interested in volunteering to plan or to help out 

with pool events this summer, please contact us at 

LVCApool@gmail.com. And, of course, we’re always 

interested in hearing from any residents who would be 

interested in joining the pool committee! Email us at 

LVCApool@gmail.com and let us know how you’d like to 

participate.  

We look forward to seeing you at the pool! 
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It's Thyme to Weed…..uh, I mean Garden! 

by Anne Sansbury LVCA Garden Guru 

What’s the difference between 

gardening and weeding? Not much! First 

you have to prepare the soil. Then you 

have to plant things. And then you have 

to wait…..and weed. Northern Virginia 

is so lush that weeds travel from foreign 

countries just to establish their homes 

here! They can’t be removed by pulling 

them up, because one tiny little root is 

all they need to grow again. Digging 

them up can work if you have nothing 

else to do with your thyme, because you 

could, theoretically, dig out every little 

piece of root. Spraying them with 

agricultural vinegar will make them turn 

brown and ugly, and you have to keep 

spraying to get rid of them. So yes, 

gardening means weeding while you 

wait and weeding after your crops come 

up so the weeds don’t take all the 

nutrients and water. It’s very much like 

cleaning house and watching the dust 

and dirt reappear after you just finished 

cleaning. But once you get weeding 

down to a science, it’s thyme to watch 

your plants grow so that later you can 

eat them or put them in a vase, or cook 

with them. Some of us find the process 

so exhilarating that we actually enjoy 

weeding. LOL! 

This year we have the addition of at 

least one rabbit to our garden group. 

Many gardeners have already met him. 

I’m not sure how much of the work he 

does, but he does enjoy the crops. One 

of our gardeners grows a spectacular 

crop of peas every year, while some of 

us watch our pea plants wither and die. 

This year he got two pods and the 

rabbit(s) got the rest. We have some 

work to do, getting our deer fence to 

serve as more of a critter fence. 

We joke about our $200 tomatoes, but it 

can be quite expensive to garden, by the 

time you buy soil amendments, mulch, 

plants and seeds, cages and stakes, critter 

deterrents, etc. Gardening is all about the 

joy of watching plants grow and the 

delicious food that gets picked when it’s 

ripe, unlike food in a grocery store. 

A lot of us have heard that we should 

plant potatoes on St. Patrick’s Day. But 

what can we plant in July, August, and 

September? Keep in mind that, on 

average, our frost-free growing season 

starts May 1 and ends Oct 30, totaling 182 

days, so we have lots of time for second 

crops. If you look online for the best crops 

to plant in northern Virginia in July, 

August, and September, you will find 

almost too much information, but you 

might enjoy examining the lists. 

As for July, here are a few tasks that can 

be undertaken now, at home and in the 

garden. 

1. Step Up the Watering -- Most 

vegetables, fruit, perennials, and annuals 

need supplemental water during the 

warmer summer months. If you don’t get 

an inch of rain per week, then be sure to 

up the water rations. 

2. Harvest Herbs & Pinch Flowers -- 

Herbs are some of the tastiest summer 

treats. It’s so satisfying to walk into the 

garden, snip some herbs, and use them for 

a pasta dish, salad, sandwich, or whatever 

else you’re making. Harvest frequently, 

and when you’re out in the garden with 

your herbs be sure to pinch off any 

flowers. You don’t want herbs to flower or 

go to seed as this often changes their 

flavor profile. 

3. Give Your Roses Some Love -- Roses 

are a delightful summer delicacy. Many 

roses likely had their first big bloom of the 

season back in June, but they may still be 

flowering. Deadhead spent blooms by 

snipping branches above a set of five 

leaves (this is where new flowering 

 
Lush Garden 

 
Dinosaur Garden 

 
Colorful Garden 
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It's Thyme to Weed, continued…. 

 

 

growth will be produced). You can also keep a watchful eye 

for pest or disease issues. If you are using your roses to 

make organic essential oils, sprays, or other products, avoid 

spraying with fungicide or pesticide. Instead, simply cut off 

affected branches and dispose of them. Then 

try to increase rose health by improving air 

circulation (cutting back overgrown branches 

and making sure they are not smothered by 

other plants nearby) and feeding them with an 

organic rose fertilizer. 

4. Refresh Containers -- Containers can be 

looking tired by July, so give them a refresh. 

At this time of year, try planting tropicals or 

succulents that will be right at home in the summer heat and 

look good all summer long. There are a number of tropical 

plants that will fill your pots with foliage and color:  

bananas, cannas, angel’s trumpet, begonias, fuchsia, 

elephant’s ear, geraniums, hibiscus, and many more. 

Succulents such as agave, aloe, echeveria, mangave, and 

yucca perform well in pots. Be sure pots have good drainage 

and use a cactus soil mix when planting succulents. 

5. Plant Fall Crops -- There are many fall crops that you’ll 

want to get in the ground in July. Plant these from seed:  

beans, beets, broccoli, carrots, kale, peas, radishes, spinach, 

and winter squash. Transplant seedlings of cauliflower, 

cabbage, kale, and onion. 

Whether you have a garden plot or not, container gardening 

in August and September is an option. Opt for baby and 

dwarf vegetables – There are two types of 

“baby” vegetables – varieties that are small 

when fully grown and normal plants that have 

been harvested before full maturity. Both are 

viable options for late-season gardening and are 

very tasty. Leafy veggies work well; because all 

of their edible growth is above ground, they tend 

to be fast-growing. Microgreens and sprouts are 

a good backup – If you’re not overly keen or 

don’t have the time to tend to containers throughout the 

colder months, then microgreens and sprouts can add some 

fresh, homegrown greenery to your winter meals. Just a few 

trays and jars on your kitchen windowsill will keep you 

well-supplied. 

As you might suspect, most of this information should be 

easy to find online by “googling” sections of the article. 

Have a healthy, happy remainder of the summer! 

If you would like to join your neighbors and our friendly 

rabbit and rent a garden plot, it’s not too late! Please contact 

me by email at:  asansbury4u@gmail.com. 

  

The LVCA community will celebrate National Night Out on 

Tuesday, August 6th from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the 

pool picnic pad with officers from the Fairfax County Police 

Department. 

National Night Out provides an opportunity to gather with 

our neighbors, get better acquainted, and talk about issues of 

common concern. 

It also gives us the chance to: 

 Get to know our Police and Public Safety Team 

 Heighten crime prevention awareness 

 Send the message that our neighborhood is organized 

against crime 

 Enjoy snacks and soft drinks ... and to have fun, too! 

 

about:blank
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Summer is a perfect time to explore the trails at Hidden 

Oaks Nature Center and get to know the local plant and 

animal life. So much is happening out there:  flowers 

blooming, birds eating, squirrels playing, turtles hiding in 

the ground cover… There are lots of opportunities for 

making observations and discovering new things, whether 

you’re taking a quiet walk alone or exploring with the kids. 

Bring along a pair of binoculars for looking for birds in the 

trees, and a magnifying glass for looking at bugs under logs. 

But most importantly: bring your cell phone to take photos. 

You can help us and the scientific community with your 

findings! Download the free app iNaturalist on your phone. 

With a few clicks, you can upload your photos and the app 

will help you identify them. (Make sure to include the 

location information.) Then, volunteer experts will look at 

the photos and confirm or suggest alternate identification. 

This will help us better understand the community of plants, 

animals, fungus, etc. that we have here in the park. 

To increase the fun for kids, you could give them a list of 

things to hunt for:  something red, something round, 

something with wings, a flower, a leaf with lobes… or ask 

for an iNaturalist scavenger hunt at our front desk. For older 

children, outline a small area (encircled in a piece of string 

or other marking), and try to identify every single type of 

living thing within it – you’ll be amazed at the biodiversity 

that one small area can contain. 

More information about iNaturalist is at 

www.inaturalist.org. Or if you have any questions, email me 

at kristina.watts@fairfaxcounty.gov. Thank you and have 

fun exploring!

  

 

iNaturalist observation of an 

eastern red-backed salamander 

by Kari Schilling. 

 
iNaturalist observation of a 

wrinkled soldier beetle by 

Karim Gharbi. 

Take Photos: Be a Citizen Scientist at Hidden Oaks 
  by Kristina Watts, Visitor Services Manager, Hidden Oaks Nature Center 

 
iNaturalist observation of a New 

York fern by Kathy Pasternak. 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
mailto:kristina.watts@fairfaxcounty.gov
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By Jocelyn Porteria  

Most homeowners think their home is the most expensive 

and the most beautiful in the neighborhood. This is because 

they are emotionally attached and because of the work they 

have done such as repairs, remodeling and renovations. 

That may be true, but in the eyes of the buyer, the home’s 

assessment and the appraisal will speak for themselves. 

These are the things that have control over the actual value 

of your home. 

Most of the time preparing your home for sale requires a 

long process of preparation and the offering price is based 

on a case by case basis. For example, if your home is just 

five years old and there is no need for an upgrade, it may 

only require a fresh coat of paint and perhaps changing the 

carpet. You may be in a home that you have lived in until 

your kids grew up and now it is an empty nest. There may 

be a lot of work to be done and you might decide to sell it 

“as is”; but in that case you may find it is valued at a lesser 

price than the fair market value in the neighborhood. 

When I meet potential home sellers, some tell me what sales 

price they want for their home. Your guess is right; it is 

usually higher than the fair market value. I will show them 

comparisons of some homes in the neighborhood which 

have been sold over the last 120 days, some that might be 

active and some that may be under contract. Some clients 

are internet savvy and do have an idea of the fair market 

value but still think they can price their homes higher. That 

is why my job as a realtor is to educate them on what really 

is out there and to assist them in preparing their home to sell. 

As a homeowner, whether you are thinking about selling in 

the near future or in a couple of years, here is some useful 

information to start thinking about. Start by hiring a home 

inspector – this is usually done after you have a contract 

from a buyer. But, wouldn’t it be much better for you to 

know what needs to be done before putting your home on 

the market? You can actually add to your marketing that the 

home has been pre-inspected and certified by professionals. 

A home inspection usually costs $350 - $700 depending on 

is the size of your house. The inspector will detail your 

home from top to the bottom; inside and out. Do not be 

discouraged as even new homes have flaws and 

imperfections. 

The list may be short or it may be long. For instance, you 

will learn that you may need a new furnace. If your kitchen 

is in good condition and you don’t think new cabinets and 

counters are necessary you might try to upgrade it with new 

stainless steel appliances. You will be surprised by the 

change that will create. It is the same for bathrooms. If the 

toilet and tubs are in good condition, change the cabinet, 

faucets, or mirrors and don’t forget to apply some fresh 

paint. Add colorful towels, a nice picture frame and a small 

plant or flower in a cute vase. If your carpets are old, replace 

them with new ones or, better yet, replace them with 

hardwood floors. Older hardwood floors are more durable 

than the new ones, you might also consider staining them 

and, voila; they look like new! Check your windows and 

roof to see if there are any stains. If the windows are really 

old, have them replaced and your listing can showcase a new 

roof and new windows. How about that! And don’t forget 

the fence, it should not be leaning and if it is really old, 

consider replacing it. You can even update your deck with 

staining or painting. 

These are just a few, simple ideas you might try depending 

on how much money, time and energy you have to invest. 

You may not recoup all that you spend, but the updates will 

definitely increase the value of your home. And don’t forget 

the basics; your home should be clean and well organized. 

Remember less is more is the basic staging rule. Eliminate 

all of the stuff you have hoarded over the years. You can sell 

it online or have a yard sale. You don’t need it anyway. 

Note:  Jocelyn Porteria is a Realtor® licensed in VA since 

2006; she has lived in Lafayette Village since 2004. She has 

been featured in TOP AGENT Magazine twice —2020 and 

2023. She is a Consistent Top Producer of Fairfax Realty 

and has earned over one hundred Five-Star Reviews on 

Zillow from her clients. She is a Certified Expert Negotiator 

and has her own Porteria Properties since 2020. To see what 

her clients say about her, visit Zillow Reviews at 

www.zillow.com/profile/PorteriaProperties/#reviews. You’ll 

find more of her social media on her website at 

www.porteriaproperties.com and on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/PorteriaProperties. 

Call her at 571-432-8335 or email 

porteriaproperties2021@gmail.com for free confidential 

consultations.  

Increasing Home Value 

about:blank
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
https://www.zillow.com/profile/PorteriaProperties/%23reviews
https://www.porteriaproperties.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PorteriaProperties
mailto:porteriaproperties2021@gmail.com
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Traveling Abroad?  What You Need to 

Know Before You Go – The Fairfax County 

Health Department provides international 

travel immunization services to people who 

live in Fairfax County and the cities of 

Fairfax and Falls Church. Pre-travel 

consultations and many immunizations that 

are recommended by the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) also are 

available prior to international travel for adults and children. 

International travel services are available by appointment 

only and must be scheduled at least two weeks prior to travel 

to ensure your body has time to build immunity following 

vaccinations. To schedule an appointment, call one of the 

Health Department's five district offices at 703-246-7100 or 

visit the website at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/clinics to 

find the nearest location to you. For more information about 

international travel immunizations, visit 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/immunization

/travel. 

Request a mosquito inspection – Interested 

in a yard inspection by one of the Health 

Department's environmental health team 

members to help determine the source of 

your mosquitos? Residents of the Fairfax 

Health District can request inspections of their property. 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/fightthebite/mosquitoes? 

Back-to-School Immunization Clinics – Get your 

child ready for the 2024-25 school year. Open by 

appointment to all Fairfax County students who need 

immunizations, regardless of if they have had vaccines 

in the past, are new to the country, or need a follow-up 

to be up to date. Call today! Appointments are limited. 

Schedule your appointment by calling 703-246-7100. 

 
 

 

 

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors on June 25 

approved an ordinance to consolidate the Hummer precinct 

with the Woodburn precinct in Mason District. 

Current residents of the Hummer Road precinct would vote 

at Woodburn Elementary School. 

The next step calls for the county attorney to file a request 

for a “certification of no objection” with the Virginia 

attorney general. Upon approval, the change will take effect 

for the next general election on Nov. 5. 

There are 2,251 voters in the Hummer precinct and 1,401 in 

the Woodburn precinct. 

The current polling place for the Hummer precinct is the 

Fred Packard Center at 4022 Hummer Road in Annandale. 

The consolidation was recommended because the Packard 

Center is located in Annandale Community Park, which 

makes it insufficiently accessible to foot traffic from 

surrounding neighborhoods. 

The size and configuration of the building is also 

increasingly challenging due to the increased space 

requirements for newer voting equipment. 

Woodburn Elementary School, at 3401 Hemlock Drive, is 

less than a quarter of a mile from the northern boundary of 

the Hummer precinct and would provide greater overall 

accessibility for Hummer residents. 

Additionally, as required by the Virginia Code, the two 

precincts share all the same political districts. 

Consolidating the Hummer precinct with the Woodburn 

precinct will save approximately $2,000 per election in 

personnel costs for election officers. 

  

Fairfax County news …. Fairfax County news …. 

Hummer, Woodburn precincts to be consolidated 
  excerpt from AnnandaleToday.com 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
file:///D:/Documents/LVCA/Newsletters/2024/Summer%202024/www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/clinics
file:///D:/Documents/LVCA/Newsletters/2024/Summer%202024/www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/immunization/travel
file:///D:/Documents/LVCA/Newsletters/2024/Summer%202024/www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/immunization/travel
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/fightthebite/mosquitoes
https://annandaletoday.com/hummer-woodburn-precincts-to-be-consolidated/
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The following rules are designed for your protection and safety. The Pool Committee has attempted to keep them short, 

simple and clear. Ultimately, however, we rely on your good judgment and consideration for the rights of other residents. 

Keep the pool safe, clean and enjoyable for everyone -- observe these rules and see that ALL members of your household 

and your guests do too. You are fully responsible for the activities of your children at the pool. Be sure that they obey the 

rules and the instructions of all pool management staff members. 

The careful observance of these rules by the residents will keep our pool in compliance with Fairfax County regulations and 

the provisions of our insurance coverage. Violations of Fairfax County regulations can lead to immediate closing of the 

facility. Unannounced inspections by County officials will take place on a frequent basis. All residents use the pool at their 

own risk and are liable for any property damage incurred by themselves or their guests. The pool management staff and 

LVCA are not responsible for loss of personal property. 

Pool Management and Control 

Atlantic Pool Service, Inc. is the pool management company for the 2024 pool season. The pool manager functions as the 

agent of the LVCA Board of Directors and is responsible for operating the pool in a safe, hygienic and orderly manner, 

supervising all personnel, and enforcing all rules and regulations. The pool manager is authorized to make on-the-spot 

decisions regarding all rules and regulations, as well as their enforcement. This authority includes the expulsion or exclusion 

of any resident or guest as necessary. Any expulsion or exclusion will be reported in writing to the LVCA Board of Directors 

within 24 hours of the action. 

SEASON: Saturday, May 25, 2024 through Monday, September 2, 2024 

HOURS: Weekdays May 28th – June 7th 4:00 pm until 8:30 pm 

 Weekdays June 10th – August 16th 11:30 am until 8:30 pm 

 Weekdays August 19th – August 30th 4:00 pm until 8:30 pm 

 Weekends  11:00 am until 8:00 pm 

 Holidays Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day 11:00 am until 8:00 pm 

Pool Pass Control - Admission to the Pool 

Five annual passes have been issued to each household at the property address provided to the management company. These 

are to be used by residents and/or their guests. Passes must be given to the lifeguard to enter the pool area. The guard will 

return the passes upon exit from the pool. One pass per person, including children, is required to enter the pool. The Board, 

at its discretion, can issue pool passes to the owners and residents of Lafayette Village Drive and Fenton Drive. 

For the 2024 pool season, residents will have the option to purchase additional guest passes. Guest passes will be issued 

as 5-punch cards, at a cost of $25 per card. Lifeguards will punch the cards at the time of guest entry to the pool area. A 

maximum of three guests at a time will be permitted entry using the punch cards, and the resident must be present to use the 

guest pass punch card. Guest pass punch cards may be purchased at the time of 2024 pool registration. To purchase guest 

pass punch cards during the pool season, complete the relevant sections of the LVCA Pool Registration Form and submit to 

Sequoia Management along with payment. Guest pass punch cards can only be purchased through Sequoia Management 

and should be purchased at least two weeks in advance of the date they are needed. 

Children 

 A responsible person age 18 or older must supervise children under age 12 at all times. Should pool management 

deem it necessary for the safety of a child, a basic swim test will be given by the pool manager or his/her designee. 

 For the safety of the child, strollers must be kept well away from the edge of the pool. Children in strollers must 

have personal and direct adult supervision.  

2024 LVCA Pool Rules and Regulations 
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 Any person who is incontinent, or children not potty trained must wear appropriate waterproof clothing. Cloth 

diapers with snugly fitting rubber pants or swim diapers must be worn in either pool. Any types of disposable 

diapers are not allowed because they can clog the filter system. In the event of an unsanitary mishap, pool staff must 

be notified immediately and the pool may need to be closed for immediate sanitation. 

 There will be a 15-minute restricted swim period from 45 minutes to the top of each hour for “lap swimming or 

water walking only”. This period will be signaled by a long blast of the lifeguard whistle at its beginning and end. 

Wading Pool 

Only children 4 years and under may use the wading pool. An adult within the wading pool enclosure must supervise children 

in the wading pool at all times. 

Restricted Admission/Pool Closing 

If the pool becomes overcrowded, the pool management staff may restrict admission. The pool management staff is 

authorized to close the pool for any reason it deems fit, including: electrical storms, equipment breakdowns and pool 

chemical problems. 

Conduct, Health & Safety 

 No glass containers are allowed within the pool enclosure. 

 No food is allowed within the pool enclosure except in the designated picnic area. 

 No alcoholic beverages or intoxicants of any kind are allowed in the pool area. 

 No chewing gum is allowed anywhere within the pool enclosure, including the pool house. 

 No Smoking, including vaping, is allowed anywhere within the pool enclosure, including the pool house. 

 No cut-off shorts and/or T-shirts may be used as swimsuits. 

 No person may swim with large bandages, open wounds or skin disorders. 

 No pets are allowed within the pool enclosure. 

 Boisterous or unsafe behavior, including running, pushing, splashing, dunking, rough play or profanity is not 

allowed in the pools or on the pool grounds. 

 The use of basketballs, footballs, soccer balls and other sports equipment not designed for use in a swimming 

pool is prohibited. 

 Rafts, tubes, and/or toys:  

o The use of rafts, tubes, and/or toys in the main pool area will be allowed at the discretion of pool 

management staff. 

o The use of rafts, tubes, and similar floatation devices in the diving area is prohibited. 

 Personal musical devices must be used with headphones so as not to disturb others. One radio, managed by the 

lifeguard staff, may be played. 

 Sunbathers must shower before entering the pool. 

 Litter must be disposed of properly. 

 Anyone unable to pass a swimming test is not permitted in deep water. 

 Diving: 

o Diving is only permitted in the diving area of the pool. Diving in the shallow portions of the pool (outside 

of the roped diving area) is prohibited.  

o Diving off the sides of the diving board is not permitted. 

o Only one person may be on the diving board at a time. 

o The diving area must be clear (all persons at the sides of the pool, or at the rope line) before a diver may 

dive/jump off the board. 

 A lap lane will be designated for the exclusive use of lap swimming on a first come, first served basis. 

  

2024 LVCA Pool Rules and Regulations, continued 
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Penalties 

 Anyone entering the pool enclosure before or after operating hours, without permission, may be barred from using 

the pool and is subject to prosecution for trespassing. 

 Residents in violation of the above rules and regulations may have their pool privileges suspended for up to sixty (60) 

days after notice and opportunity for a hearing. See Bylaws Article VII, Section 1 (b). 

 The Board of Directors reserves the right to amend these rules/regulations at any time.

 

 

 

In the summer months, residents 

usually have more visitors, so I 

wanted to make sure that all 

residents were aware of the 

community parking regulations. 

These regulations protect residents 

and ensure that emergency 

vehicles can have access to various 

areas in the community if 

necessary. In summary, the 

following are included in the 

LVCA parking regulations: 

Reserved Spots - Only individuals 

who are residents of the townhouse to which the Reserved 

Spot is allocated, or guests who have been given permission 

by these residents, can park in these spaces. Anyone else 

parked in one of these spaces can be towed immediately. 

No Parking Areas - No one can park in these areas due to 

safety concerns. These areas need to be available for 

emergency vehicles. Anyone parked in these areas can be 

towed immediately. 

Visitors Spots - These are spots allocated for visitors of 

residents. Residents should not be parking in these Visitors 

Spots. Also, one guest can only park in one of the Visitors 

Spots for up to 2 days, and then the spot needs to be 

available for other guests. A number of our residents have 

visiting nurses or other visiting medical personnel and 

parking spaces need to be available for these individuals. 

Anyone in violation of this policy will be given a ticket for 

the first violation and can be towed for the second violation. 

Contractors – Any contractors doing work on a resident’s 

property should park in the resident’s Reserved Parking 

Spaces. Contractors should not be parking in No Parking 

areas or double parking on community streets. 

Swimming Pool Parking Lot - 

During swimming pool hours, only 

residents using the swimming pool or 

the community garden can park in the 

swimming pool parking lot. Anyone 

in violation of this policy will be 

given a ticket for the first violation 

and can be towed for the second 

violation. The swimming pool hours 

are: 

SEASON: 

Saturday, May 25 through Monday, 

September 2, 2024 

HOURS: 

Weekdays:  May 27 - June 7; 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Weekdays:  June 10 – August 16, 11:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Weekdays:  August 19 – August 30, 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.  

Weekends and Holidays:  11:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

Residents who have had their Parking Privileges 

Suspended – Residents who are not in good standing and 

have had their parking privileges suspended cannot park in 

their Reserved Spots. If they do, they will be given a ticket 

and towed immediately. If you have had your parking 

privileges suspended you need to contact Dale Edwards, 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com, to resolve the issue. 

The complete list of parking regulations can be found on the 

Lafayette Village website at the following URL:  

lafayettevillage.org/resources/governing-documents. Please 

take a few minutes to read these regulations. 

Thank You, 

Donna Jacobson, President

  

2024 LVCA Pool Rules and Regulations, continued 

 

Lafayette Village Parking Regulations… 
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A travel agent in our community to book your next Cruise 

or All Inclusive Vacation Package anywhere in the world. 

Please contact Pascasie Adedze at 

pascasie.adedze@cruiseplanners.com or visit 

passycruisevacation.com. 

 

 

Interior Decorator and Home Organizer:  I’m 

a professional organizer and interior decorator 

living in Lafayette Village. Let’s declutter and put 

some spark back in your home! We can start as a 

small project or the entire house to achieve results 

you will be proud of. If interested, please call me at 

703-217-4707 or email me at 

betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com for more 

information and to receive an estimate. 

 

And now……….. 

Question:  What do you get if you 

divide the circumference of a 

pumpkin by its diameter? 

Answer:  Pumpkin pi (π)! 

 

Community Ads …. 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
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