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Andres Jimenez represents the Mason District on the 

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors. 

 

 

 
 

Spring 2024 Newsletter 

Introducing Andres Jimenez, Mason District Supervisor 
Andres Jimenez represents Mason District on the Fairfax 

County Board of Supervisors. His four-year term began in 

January. Andres resides in Mason District with his wife, 

two girls, and a gaggle of pets. 

“What’s your vision for Mason District?” That’s a question 

I’ve heard more this year than I expected, though it’s 

understandable.  

I was sworn in back in December of last year and took my 

seat on January 2nd as the Mason District Supervisor. I took 

the helm following nearly three decades of service by 

former Supervisor Penny Gross. Those 28 years saw great 

change in our district; we’ve grown younger and more 

diverse while most Northern Virginia localities find 

themselves doing the opposite.  

My family and I are an example of this trend. I was born in 

Bogotá, Colombia and raised in West Virginia. My wife and 

I moved here 12 years ago and are raising our two young 

daughters here. We were drawn to this community because 

of its diversity and potential; though I’m not sure we 

realized that at the time. I think subconsciously we 

recognized that Mason District is Fairfax County’s cultural 

hub. 

As we continue our COVID-19 recovery and consider major 

county development projects backdropped by dual housing 

and transportation challenges, we must ask, “What’s next?”  

I think the answer lies at the heart and soul of our district - 

the communities that make us unique in the first place. As 

Mason District’s Supervisor, my role is to foster a vibrant 

and inclusive community where businesses and residents 

can thrive, are resilient, and where no one is left behind.   

My vision for Mason District is one where art and culture 

continue playing a crucial role in defining our community’s 

identity. We’re fortunate to have an eclectic arts scene with 

talented artists, musicians, and cultural organizations woven 

into our community fabric. Moreover, the arts promote 

tremendous economic growth. 

ArtsFairfax, the county’s designated local arts agency, 

announced that in the 2022 fiscal year, the arts sector 

generated more than $260 million in economic activity, 

generating $43.7 million in tax revenue and — in my 

opinion, most importantly — supported more than 3,000 

jobs. The latter is crucial for our long-term success. 

In addition to supporting the arts, we must prioritize 

investment in our small businesses. Small businesses create 

jobs, drive innovation, and contribute to Mason’s unique 

character. Mason is home to some phenomenal family-

owned restaurants, shopping areas, boutique shops, and craft 

breweries. We need to double down on efforts that make it 

attractive to do business here. Story continues on page 9 
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Our Community Information…. 

Lafayette Village Community Events Calendar 

Board Meetings – Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Location to 

be announced. 

ACC Meetings – Meeting location, date and time is to be determined. If interested in 

attending contact Peter Phipps or Rick Jacobson at LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. 

Grounds Committee – Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at around 

7:00 p.m. except in December. If interested in attending contact Mike Nutbrown at 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org or Donna Jacobson at lvca.bod.president@gmail.com. 

Finance Committee – Meetings are held at 7900 Peyton Forest Trail. Date and time 

is to be determined. If interested in attending contact John Alexander at 

jmalex14@msn.com. 

Neighborhood Watch – TBD 

Fairfax Federation – Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30 

p.m. at Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden Dr., Fairfax. 

All residents, including renters, are invited to attend scheduled meetings. 

Thanks to those who contributed to this issue of our newsletter: 

Donna Jacobson, Rick Jacobson, Mike Nutbrown, Rebecca Just, Jocelyn Porteria, 

Russell Anderson, Anne Sansbury, Kristina Watts, Ilene Teixeira, Angela 

Rowley, and those who submitted articles and ads. And, as always, a special thank 

you to our awesome Newsletter Distribution Team! 

As we continue to navigate the challenging situation related to Coronavirus Disease 

(COVID-19) that is touching the lives of so many, we appreciate our community’s 

continued patience, understanding and support. Due to these concerns, dates and 

times indicated in this newsletter may be subject to change. 

LVCA Board Members 
 

President – Donna Jacobson  

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Vice President – Adrian Sobie 

adrian.sobie@gmail.com 

Treasurer – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Secretary – Gina Keating 

gina.keating@gmail.com 

Director-at-Large – Dr. Julia Wray 

drjuliawray@gmail.com 

 

Committee Chairs 
 

Architectural Control (Co-Chairs) – 

Peter Phipps and Rick Jacobson 

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com 

Grounds – Mike Nutbrown 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org 

Finance – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Pool – Rebecca Just 

LVCApool@gmail.com 

Recreation – Vacant 

Communications – Donna Jacobson 

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Neighborhood Watch – Vacant 

Website Manager 

Steve Chao 

hello@lafayettevillage.org 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Ryefield 

newsletter@lafayettevillage.org 

Sequoia Management Company 

Dale Edwards 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com 

Phone:  703-803-9641 

Fax:  703-968-0936 

Patriot Disposal Services 

www.patriotdisposalservices.com 

Phone:  703-257-7100 
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Donna Jacobson, President 

LVCA Board of Directors 

Hello Everyone,

It’s the Spring edition of the LVCA newsletter, which means 

that all the information you need to know concerning the 

spring inspections, the upcoming opening of the swimming 

pool and other spring community activities, can be found in 

this newsletter. 

Spring Inspections:  Sequoia will be doing the Spring 

Inspections starting on Monday March 4th, weather 

permitting. For more information on the inspection schedule 

and when violations need to be completed by, please see the 

Architectural Control Committee (ACC) Committee Report 

on pages 4 - 5 of this newsletter. 

Swimming Pool:  The swimming pool will open this year 

on Saturday, May 25th. The Association will be offering 

Guest Passes again this year. For more information about the 

pool opening and the Guest Passes please look in the Pool 

Committee Report on pages 6 - 7 of this newsletter. The 

Pool and Picnic Area Rules and Regulations can be found on 

pages 13 – 15 of this newsletter. Please take time to read the 

Pool and Picnic Pad Rules and Regulations before the pool 

season begins. 

The HOA is using the same lavender pool passes as last 

year, but every household needs to apply for 2024 stickers to 

adhere to their pool passes. Pool Pass enforcement will start 

on Saturday, June 1st. To obtain the pool passes in time, 

please send the LVCA Pool Registration Form 2024 found 

on page 16 of this newsletter, to Sequoia Management by 

Friday, May 3rd. The form can be emailed or sent through 

the postal service. Both the email address and postal address 

are on the Pool Registration Form. Residents need to be in 

good standing and have their violations from the Spring 

Inspection corrected, to receive their pool passes for the 

2024 season. 

Retaining Walls:  Work on replacing the retaining walls on 

Hancock Forest Trail and behind Peyton Forest Drive will 

begin this spring. These walls were identified as top priority 

for replacement by the company of SWSG Engineers, 

Architects and Construction Management, Inc. Shenandoah 

Landscaping Inc. will be replacing the retaining walls. 

Further information regarding dates of the work, and any 

vehicles which may need to be moved to accommodate the 

work, will be sent out as soon as that information is 

available. 

Arbor Day/Earth Day Celebration:  I am happy to 

announce that Lafayette Village will hold its annual Arbor 

Day/Earth Day celebration this year towards the end of 

April. The celebration will consist of a community cleanup 

in the morning, followed by snacks and the planting of a 

tree. More information will be forthcoming on the Arbor 

Day/Earth Day celebration once specifics are decided. 

HOA Dues:  The HOA quarterly dues increased in January 

2024 to $397 per quarter for townhouses and $203 per 

quarter for the detached houses on Merrimac Trail. 

Please make sure you that you are paying the correct 

amount. A few residents did not adjust their payments in 

January 2024 and now have amounts outstanding on their 

accounts. If you need further information on your account, 

please contact Dale Edwards at 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. 

Communications:  I would also like to remind all residents 

that Lafayette Village has a LVCA Resident Email List 

that is used to send out information to the community, plus 

we are also a member of Nextdoor, the social network for 

communities in our area. I encourage all residents to join 

both of these. 

The LVCA Resident Email List is kept confidential and is 

only used by the President, or Board of Directors, for 

Association business. If you would like to join the LVCA 

Resident Email List, please send your email to 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. Also, you can find out more 

about Nextdoor, including how to join, at 

www.nextdoor.com. 

Take Care, 

Donna Jacobson

  

A Note from the President… 
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Activity Start End 

1st Inspection 3/4/2024 3/8/2024 

1st Notice (30 days) 3/18/2024 

2nd Inspection 4/22/2024 4/23/2024 

2nd Notice (15 days) 4/29/2024 

Delinquent Date 5/18/2024 

Pool Opens 5/25/2024 

Pool Passes Required 6/1/2024 

 

 

Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – Peter Phipps & Rick Jacobson, Co-Chairs 

THE ACC HAS A NEW EMAIL ADDRESS: 

You can now contact the ACC by email at: 

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. This email address can 

be used for any ACC correspondence including requests, 

questions, issues, concerns, etc. 

SPRING INSPECTIONS: 

Annual inspections help to keep our community a desirable 

place to live. This year, Spring Inspections are scheduled for 

the week of March 4th (weather permitting) and violation 

letters will be sent out by March 18th. If you receive a 

violation notice, you have 30 days to fix the violation. The 

follow-up second inspection, to check on the violations found 

during the first inspection (week of March 4th), will be April 

22th and 24th. If necessary, second violation notices will be 

sent out by April 29th. If you receive a violation letter and 

have any questions concerning your letter, please contact 

Dale Edwards at dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. 

The swimming pool is scheduled to open on Saturday, May 

25th and pool pass enforcement will begin on Saturday, June 

1st. Residents need to be in good standing in order to use 

the swimming pool and other Lafayette Village amenities. 

Please correct any violations in a timely fashion. 

Homeowners who do not correct violations may need to have 

a hearing with the Board of Directors to explain why their 

violations have not been corrected. 

Corrections to violations from the Spring Inspection do 

not require ACC Approval unless you are changing the 

appearance of your house. For example, replacing a rotten 

board and repainting it the same color, is not considered an 

appearance change.  Changing the color of your trim or 

replacing your roof will require ACC Approval.  If you have 

any questions on whether your repair work will require ACC 

Approval, please feel free to contact the ACC at: 

LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com. 

VEHICLES PARKED IN LAFAYETTE VILLAGE: 

All vehicles (cars, trucks, motorcycles, etc.) parked in 

Lafayette Village need to be operable and have current 

license plates and state inspection stickers. Vehicles not 

meeting these criteria can be ticketed and/or towed. Fees may 

be required to recover towed vehicles. These rules also apply 

to Lafayette Village Drive and Trammell Road which are 

patrolled by the police. 

PROPER DOG ETIQUETTE: 

All dogs must be on a leash when outside and residents are 

required to pick up after their dog. This is both a Fairfax 

County law and an HOA requirement. The Lafayette Village 

community trash cans and poop bag stations are there to 

make the dog cleanup process as easy as possible. Please 

assist in keeping the community clean and desirable for all 

residents, children, and pets. 

TRASH & RECYCLING: 

Please remember to dispose of your trash and recycling 

properly in order to keep our community attractive and to 

prevent wild animals from getting into the trash. 

Trash is picked up by Patriot Disposal Services on Mondays 

and Thursdays and should NOT be placed out for pick up 

before Sunday evening and Wednesday evening 

respectively. Trash should always be bagged properly 

using heavy plastic bags or hard sided trashcans with lids. 

Do not use grocery bags or shopping bags for trash. Crows 

and other animals have a tendency to get into these types of 

bags and scatter the contents. This makes our streets 

unsightly and unsanitary. 

Patriot will only pick up boxes on Wednesday, our scheduled 

recycling pickup day. Please DO NOT place boxes out with 

the normal household trash.  

Committee Updates, continued …. Committee Updates …. 
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Type Pick Up Day Put Out Time Put Cans / Bins Away 

Trash Monday 
Not before 6 pm or  

dusk on Sunday 
Monday Evening 

Recycling Wednesday 
Not before 6 pm or  

dusk on Tuesday 
Wednesday Evening 

Trash Thursday 
Not before 6 pm or  
dusk on Wednesday 

Thursday Evening 

 

ACC Report, continued 

If you have an item to throw away and you are not sure if 

Patriot will pick it up with the scheduled household trash 

pickup, please call Patriot at 703-257-7100 and talk with 

them BEFORE placing the item out for pickup. 

If you do place an item out for pickup and Patriot does 

not remove it, please bring that item back to your 

backyard or garage until other arrangements can be 

made. 

Recycling is picked up on Wednesdays and should NOT be 

placed out for pick up before Tuesday evening. Recycling 

should be placed out in recycling bins or paper bags. 

Recycling that is placed out in plastic bags cannot be 

recycled due to the recycling process. Unfortunately 

recycling placed out in plastic bags is just thrown in with the 

trash. If you do not have a recycling bin, you can get one 

from Patriot, or you can purchase your own recycling bin at 

places like Home Depot or Loews. 

Both trash cans and recycling bins need to be brought back 

into your backyard, house, or garage the evening that the 

trash or recycling is collected. If kept outside, trash cans and 

recycling bins should be kept in your backyard and not be left 

outside of your fence, in your front bushes, or in your 

driveway.  

LABELING TRASH CANS & RECYCLING BINS: 

The ACC now requires all residents to place their addresses 

clearly on their trash cans and recycling bins. The ACC is 

constantly getting emails concerning lost or misplaced trash 

cans and recycling bins. Since many times one trash can or 

recycling bin looks very much like another, there is often 

confusion over these items. Having residents place their 

address on their trash cans and recycling bins will help solve 

this problem and save the residents, and the ACC, a lot of 

time and effort resolving these situations. 

VIOLATIONS: 

In order to keep Lafayette Village clean and desirable, 

violation letters can be sent out throughout the year for 

violations of the ACC Guidelines.  If you receive a violation 

letter you are required to fix the violation within 30 days.  If 

you have any questions concerning your letter, or if you are 

having problems getting your violations repaired, please 

contact Dale Edwards at dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. 

Residents who don’t fix their violations can be called before 

the Board of Directors for a hearing. 

EXTERIOR IMPROVEMENTS: 

ACC Approval is required before any Exterior Improvement 

is made to any townhouse or detached house.  This includes, 

but is not limited to new roofs, new siding, new windows, 

new shutters, new doors (front or back), new decks, new 

fences, installing solar panels, changing paint colors, 

replacing front yard trees, and so on.  Many contractors know 

that Lafayette Village is governed by ACC Guidelines and 

will insist that you provide them with written ACC approval 

before they will start work.  Work performed without, or 

before approval is received, may have to be redone.  Rework 

is expensive and well worth avoiding. 

If you are not sure if your change requires ACC Approval, 

feel free to contact the ACC Co-Chairs: Pete Phipps and Rick 

Jacobson at LVCA.ACC.Requests@gmail.com.  The ACC is 

always willing to work with residents to resolve questions or 

issues.  The ACC’s goal is to make the Approval process as 

painless and straight forward as possible. 

For reference, the full ACC Guidelines and ACC Request 

forms are available on the LVCA website at:  

https://lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-

committee-documents/. 

  

Committee Updates, continued …. 
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Grounds Committee – Mike Nutbrown, Chair 

The Virginia Trees for Clean Water 

Grant program requested that we re-

submit our grant for 2024 and that is 

what we have done. This program 

helps fund projects that promote the 

effect trees have on clean water. If 

approved, it will help us stretch our 

tree-planting funds. Speaking of trees, 

we’ll be planting our annual Arbor 

Day tree in the spring. Date TBD, so 

keep an eye out for an announcement.  

Our first three retaining wall replacement projects will have 

been voted on by the time this newsletter comes out and 

those will be underway in the coming months. 

The meadows bridge will undergo some rehabilitation 

shortly to include replacing rotting and 

warped wood and capping the posts to 

prevent rapid rotting in the future. 

We’re evaluating options for tackling the 

invasive vine issues in our community. 

We’ve had a few volunteer efforts in some 

areas and some paid efforts, but still have a 

long way to go. Trying to find the most 

cost-effective approach. 

A friendly reminder that the committees and 

board are all volunteers in the community. Please reach out 

if you'd like to join the grounds committee or would like to 

attend a virtual meeting. We need good folks like you to 

continue to do the work that makes this a better place for all 

of us to live.

Pool Committee – Rebecca Just, Chair

It may feel hard to believe right now, but the start of the 

LVCA 2024 pool season is just around the corner! And that 

means it’s time to get your 2024 Pool Registration Forms 

submitted. Please remember that every household must 

submit a pool registration form, whether you are a new 

resident, long time home owner, or new or returning renter. 

The 2024 LVCA Pool Rules and Regulations and the 2024 

LVCA Pool Registration Form are both included in this 

newsletter. 

In 2023 we began 

offering the option 

for LVCA 

residents to 

purchase 

additional guest 

passes for the pool. 

This seemed to 

work out well last 

summer; the pool 

did not become 

over-crowded by the addition of guests, and it gave residents 

the opportunity to share time at the pool with additional 

friends and family. As a result, we will be offering the option 

to purchase guest passes again this summer! As with last 

year, the guess passes will be offered as 5-punch cards, with 

each card available for purchase at a cost of $25. Lifeguards 

will punch the cards at the time of guest entry to the pool 

area. This year, a maximum of three guests at a time will be 

permitted entry using the punch cards, and the LVCA 

resident must be present to use the guest pass punch card 

(you can’t pass along the punch card to your guests to use on 

their own). If you have a guest pass card left from last year, 

you can continue to use it until all five punches have been 

used up! 

Please note:  guest pass punch cards can ONLY be purchased 

from Sequoia Management. You will not be able to purchase 

the punch cards or any other form of guest pass from our 

pool lifeguards. The 

guest pass punch 

cards may be 

purchased at the time 

of pool registration. 

There is a section on 

the 2024 LVCA Pool 

Registration Form to 

specify the number of 

5-punch cards you’d 

like to purchase. 

However, you can also purchase guess pass punch cards 

during the pool season; just complete the relevant sections of 

a new 2024 LVCA Pool Registration Form and submit it to 

Sequoia Management along with payment. Please request 

your 5-punch guest passes at least two weeks in advance of 

the time you’ll need them to give Sequoia sufficient time to 

process the request and send the punch cards to you. The 

punch cards cannot be sent until payment is received. 

Committee Updates, continued …. 
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Committee Updates, continued …. 

Pool Committee, continued

We’re also looking forward to having some pool events 

again this summer! Our first event will be a community 

potluck on Sunday, May 26th (rain date Saturday June 1st) 

to celebrate the pool opening. Additional information on the 

potluck will be coming by email in May. We’ll be planning 

some additional events too; please look out for further 

announcements in June and in the next newsletter. If you’d 

be interested in volunteering to plan or help out with the 

potluck or other pool events this summer, please contact us 

at LVCApool@gmail.com. 

Lastly, we’d like to announce and welcome a new member 

of the Pool Committee, Ilana Wolff! If any other residents 

would be interested in joining the pool committee, you can 

email us at LVCApool@gmail.com and let us know how 

you’d like to participate. 

If you need an electronic or extra copy of the 2024 LVCA 

Pool Rules and Regulations or the 2024 LVCA Pool 

Registration Form, you can find them on our website at 

https://lafayettevillage.org/pool. The Picnic Pad agreement 

for 2024 can also be found our website, or can be obtained 

by emailing LVCApool@gmail.com. 

We look forward to seeing you again soon at the pool! 

 

Daylight Savings Time Begins March 10th 

When local standard time is about to reach Sunday, March 10, 2024,  

2:00:00 a.m. clocks are turned forward 1 hour to Sunday, March 10, 2024, 

3:00:00 a.m. local daylight savings time instead. 

Sunrise and sunset will be about 1 hour later on March 10th, 2024 than the 

day before. There will be more light in the evening! 

 

Please be courteous! On trash and recycling days leave more room 

around our mailboxes for the mail carrier to make deliveries!! 
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Spring into Gardening! 

 

by Russell Anderson, the Real Garden Guru 

As winter begins to loosen its hold, we gardeners in 

Hardiness Zone 7a are eagerly anticipating the 

planting season. With longer days and warmer 

temperatures, now is the perfect time to start planning 

and preparing for a vibrant garden season. Whether 

you're a seasoned gardener or a novice with a green thumb 

itching to get started, here are some tips to help you kick off 

your spring gardening journey: 

1. Assess/Plan Your Garden Space:  Before diving into 

planting, consider the layout of your garden and what types 

of plants you want to grow, and which areas might need 

some additional attention. Think about factors such as 

sunlight/shade requirements, water needs, and mature plant 

size (so as to not shade your or your neighbor's plants). 

Make a planting plan or schedule to ensure that you're 

making the most of your space and maximizing harvest. 

Understanding your garden's microclimates will help you 

make informed decisions about what to plant and where. 

2. Clean Up and Prepare:  Start by cleaning up any debris 

left over from winter, such as fallen leaves, dead plants, and 

ESPECIALLY weeds. Clearing away and disposing of these 

remnants will help prevent over-wintering pests and diseases 

from taking hold in your garden. Once your garden beds are 

clear, amend the soil with compost or organic matter to 

improve its structure and fertility. 

3. Choose Suitable Plants:  In Zone 7a, we have a wide 

range of plant options to choose from. Popular spring 

plantings include cool-season vegetables like lettuce, 

spinach, and peas, as well as early-blooming flowers such as 

daffodils, tulips, and pansies. 

4. Start Seeds Indoors:  For plants that require a longer 

growing season, you can get a head start on the growing 

season by starting your plants 6 - 8 weeks before the last 

average frost date. For us that is April 15. Recently, I have 

had success by planting outside a bit earlier. Just be sure to 

cover any seedlings if it is too windy or it will be more than 

a degree or so below freezing.  

5. Practice Good Garden Maintenance:  Once your garden 

is planted, be sure to stay on top of maintenance tasks such 

as watering, weeding, and fertilizing. Regularly inspect 

plants for signs of pests or disease, and address any issues 

promptly to prevent them from spreading. Mulching around 

plants can help conserve moisture and suppress weeds. Most 

plants don't require more than an inch of water per week. So 

remember not to over water too! 

6. Embrace Experimentation:  Gardening is as much an art 

as a science, so don't be afraid to experiment and try new 

things. Keep a journal to track your successes and failures. 

Then use this to refine your techniques in future seasons! 

Remember, every garden is unique, and every gardener has a 

recipe for their own madness. 

As you prepare to embark on your gardening journey, 

remember to savor the process and enjoy the beauty 

unfolding around you. With a little planning and 

perseverance your garden will bring you pleasure, beauty, 

and good eating all summer. Happy gardening! 



Artisans United welcomes the Annandale chapter of Quilters Unlimited to the Craft Gallery 

for our March/April show. Come by to view their beautiful fabric art pieces as well as new work 

by our 21 artist members, to find the perfect gift for Mother's Day, Father's Day, a wedding, 

someone who is graduating, or any other occasion on your calendar. 

We are open Tuesday through Saturday from 10-4 and Sunday from 1-4. Visit us at 4022 

Hummer Road, Annandale, VA, in the Fred M. Packard Center (Annandale Community Park). 

On Saturday, March 9th Artisans United is offering a class in working with polymer clay. 

Learn how to use the “slab” technique to make a repeating pattern on polymer. Use basic polymer techniques to decorate a 

base piece of polymer and create two finished pieces that can be used for jewelry, zipper pulls, etc. Appropriate for age 12 

and older; cost $10, payable by cash or check on the day of the class. Register for a spot in the class by visiting or calling 

the craft gallery (703-941-0202). 
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Andres Jimenez, Mason District Supervisor, continued from page 1 

 

If You’re Bored, Visit the Board! 
by Anne Sansbury 
 

 

One of the activities I’ve enjoyed 

a great deal over the years is 

attending LVCA Board of 

Directors’ (BOD) meetings. I’ve 

had to miss some meetings 

recently and I find myself 

wanting to know what went on. 

When I moved to Lafayette 

Village, it never occurred to me 

to attend BOD meetings and I 

was rarely available in the evenings anyway. It wasn’t until I 

joined the Grounds Committee that I realized I wanted to 

know what all the committees were doing. Attending Board 

meetings is not just the best way to find out what’s 

happening in the community, but also why. Some of the 

issues span many meetings. Some issues are discussed, 

dropped, and brought up again a few years later. Nothing 

related to LVCA is decided without a lot of consideration. 

We learned that most associations just tell their property 

manager what needs to be done and the property manager 

does it, without any further input 

from the Board. Not so in Lafayette 

Village. The committees discuss 

their concerns. Then the Board 

discusses whatever needs Board 

approval. In the process, LVCA 

residents are often contacted if they 

are going to be especially impacted 

by a decision. Our Board tries to 

tailor its discussions to our residents’ 

preferences, while residents of other associations just live 

with whatever their property managers do. 

I hope everybody feels warm and cozy about living in 

Lafayette Village, because we have an awesome community 

and some of the best volunteers ever. 

Why don’t you drop in on a Board meeting (remotely) and 

find out for yourself! Contact Donna Jacobson, Board 

President, at lvca.bod.president@gmail.com to receive the 

WebEx link to the next Board meeting. 

 

 

 

I often say that I want my office to be known. 

Mason is a profitable business destination, but we must be 

strategic in making it feasible for all the stakeholders, 

especially our neighbors. Development efforts must fit our 

community and should approach issues with lenses that 

consider environmental protection, racial & social justice, 

public transportation, accessibility, and what that looks like 

in the future. 

 

 

 

Mason District is poised for an incredible future. I’m excited 

to work together so we can create a more vibrant, inclusive 

and prosperous Mason District for generations to come. I’m 

committed to working with everyone, including LVCA, to 

ensure that Mason District remains a thriving hub of 

creativity, culture, and commerce. 

  

Subscribe to the Mason District newsletter and follow their social media links! 

Sign up for the Mason Matters Newsletter at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason/email 

Instagram at www.instagram.com/masonsup_andres 

Facebook at www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555246831197 

X at twitter.com/@MasonSup_Andres  

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:lvca.bod.president@gmail.com
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason/email
https://www.instagram.com/masonsup_andres/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555246831197
https://twitter.com/@MasonSup_Andres
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Spring beauty plant and flowers; photo by Kristina  

Watts 

 
Miner bee collecting pollen from a spring beauty 

flower; photo by Judy Gallagher 

Spring is in the air! My favorite sign of spring is the 

wildflowers that begin to emerge. Take some time this 

spring to wander Hidden Oaks’ trails and view the gardens 

near the center, and you’ll likely find golden ragwort 

(Packera aurea), golden alexander (Zizia aurea), star 

chickweed (Stellaria puberia), Virginia bluebells (Mertensia 

virginica), toadshade trillium (Trillium sessile), trout lily 

(Erythronium americanum), wood poppy (Stylophorum 

diphyllum), various kinds of violets (Viola sp.), and many 

others. But the most beautiful and interesting flower of them 

all (in my opinion anyway) is the spring beauty (Claytonia 

virginica). 

The spring beauty is one of the earlier flowers to raise itself 

from winter’s sleep – emerging usually in early March and 

lingering until May. (Each individual flower only blooms 

for three days). It grows in clumps low to the ground and is 

identifiable by its small (about 1 cm) white or light pink 

flowers with five petals. The petals have darker pink stripes 

going vertically down towards the flower’s stamens, which 

each have a puff of pink pollen. 

While the spring beauty’s pink stripey design is beautiful to 

behold, it is also functional. It’s said that these lines serve as 

“landing strips” pointing the way to the pollen for the insects 

that pollinate it. This is especially important 

for the spring beauty miner bee (Andrena erigeniae) – a 

pollen specialist that collects pollen only from spring beauty 

flowers.  

Mining bees – unlike social bees that live in colonies or 

hives – are a group of solitary bees that nest individually in 

the ground. (And don’t worry, these small bees are non-

aggressive and typically do not sting or bite.) The spring 

beauty miner bee’s life cycle is linked to the blooming of 

spring beauty plants because the females feed their larvae 

only the pollen from this flower. The bees frequently nest 

under dry leaf litter in the forest near patches of spring 

beauty, digging underground chambers with their jaws and 

legs. The very hairy females collect the pollen and form it 

into balls, placing it into a brood chamber. Then she deposits 

an egg on each ball of pollen for the larva to eat when the 

egg hatches. During summer, the larva pupates underground 

and grows into an adult. Autumn and winter are spent 

underground, and the bee emerges in the spring just as the 

spring beauty plant blooms. Without the flower, the bee 

could not exist. 

As you go out, enjoy the spring flowers this year, take a 

moment to remember how connected the local flora and 

fauna can be, each species an important and unique part of 

the interconnected web of life.

  

Beauty and the Bee 
by Kristina Watts, Visitor Services Manager, Hidden Oaks Nature Center 
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By Jocelyn Porteria  

HOME SALES ARE STILL STRONG! In Lafayette 

Village alone, most homes sold in 2023 were OVER the 

asking price and UNDER CONTRACT in less than a week, 

and this after the all-time low interest rate had passed. This 

is GOOD NEWS for homeowners as they can gain equity at 

a fast rate. Even if you are not selling you can take 

advantage of this, especially if you have owned your home 

for less than five years or have refinanced and are still 

paying PMI. HOW? 

Private mortgage insurance (PMI) is a type of mortgage 

insurance and is usually required when you make a down 

payment of less than 20 percent of the home’s purchase 

price. Like other kinds of mortgage insurance, PMI protects 

the lender—not you—in case you stop making payments on 

your loan. PMI is arranged by the lender and provided by 

private insurance companies. It is calculated as a certain 

percentage of your loan total and can add a considerable 

amount to your monthly mortgage payment. What is the 

connection to the real estate market? Once your property 

reaches at least 20 percent of the recent fair market value the 

PMI can be removed from your monthly payment. However, 

lenders will not call your attention to this. You must take the 

initiative to pick up the phone, show proof of fair market 

value and only then can you save those big bucks every 

month with a sigh of relief. The lender might do an appraisal 

in some cases to make sure all your facts are accurate. You 

can also call your trusted Realtor® who can provide you 

with the actual fair market value in the area. Lenders will 

then know that you have a legitimate claim, as the 

information is being provided by professionals who know 

the market best. 

With the increasing value of properties based on recent 

sales, you may want to check your statements to see if you 

are paying PMI as stated in your payment breakdown. An 

example of how this works:  suppose you bought your 

property for $100,000 (I know you cannot buy something in 

our area at this sale price but for the sake of simple math ... 

😊😊😊). After years of paying your mortgage, your balance 

is now $90,000. Your neighbor just sold a property for 

$120,000. The value of your property has 20 percent equity 

when its fair market value is at least $108,000. This is a 

clear example of how you have passed the 20 percent cap, 

and you should be eligible for PMI removal. To simplify, 

multiply your balance by 20 percent and add it to your 

balance. If the fair market value in your neighborhood is 

more than that it is time to call your lender. 

SELLERS:  Do not procrastinate; this is the right time!! I 

have been calling my potential sellers even if they need to 

buy another property. The market is still strong. Interest 

rates will not go down anytime soon. In fact they may go 

even higher. This will discourage buyers and lead to high 

inventory and more competition. With homes remaining 

longer on the market, this will cause prices to be reduced 

and will affect fair market values in the years to come. 

BUYERS:  Do not wait for interest rates to go down. This 

may not happen for another decade or maybe not at all. The 

interest rates are rising. You are losing more money if you 

wait longer and will not have the home of your dreams, 

which is the bottom line. Start earning equity and if interest 

rates happen to go down then you can refinance. You are 

still a winner no matter what. 

Note:  Jocelyn Porteria is a Realtor® licensed in VA since 

2006; she has lived in Lafayette Village since 2004. She was 

featured in TOP AGENT Magazine twice —2020 and 2023. 

She is a Consistent Top Producer of Fairfax Realty and has 

earned over one hundred Five-Star Reviews on ZILLOW 

from her clients. She is a Certified Expert Negotiator and has 

her own Porteria Properties since 2020. To see what her 

clients say about her, visit Zillow Reviews at 

www.zillow.com/profile/PorteriaProperties/#reviews. You’ll 

find more of her social media on her website at 

www.porteriaproperties.com and on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/PorteriaProperties. 

Call her at 571-432-8335 or email 

porteriaproperties2021@gmail.com for free confidential 

consultations. 

  

How to Take PMI Off Your Mortgage 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
https://www.zillow.com/profile/PorteriaProperties/%23reviews
https://www.porteriaproperties.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PorteriaProperties
mailto:porteriaproperties2021@gmail.com
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A travel agent in our community to book your next Cruise 

or All Inclusive Vacation Package anywhere in the world. 

Please contact Pascasie Adedze at 

pascasie.adedze@cruiseplanners.com or visit 

passycruisevacation.com. 

 

 

Interior Decorator and Home Organizer:  I’m 

a professional organizer and interior decorator 

living in Lafayette Village. Let’s declutter and put 

some spark back in your home! We can start as a 

small project or the entire house to achieve results 

you will be proud of. If interested, please call me at 

703-217-4707 or email me at 

betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com for more 

information and to receive an estimate. 

 

Community Ads …. 

about:blank
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The following rules are designed for your protection and safety. The Pool Committee has attempted to keep them short, 

simple and clear. Ultimately, however, we rely on your good judgment and consideration for the rights of other residents. 

Keep the pool safe, clean and enjoyable for everyone -- observe these rules and see that ALL members of your household 

and your guests do too. You are fully responsible for the activities of your children at the pool. Be sure that they obey the 

rules and the instructions of all pool management staff members. 

The careful observance of these rules by the residents will keep our pool in compliance with Fairfax County regulations and 

the provisions of our insurance coverage. Violations of Fairfax County regulations can lead to immediate closing of the 

facility. Unannounced inspections by County officials will take place on a frequent basis. All residents use the pool at their 

own risk and are liable for any property damage incurred by themselves or their guests. The pool management staff and 

LVCA are not responsible for loss of personal property. 

Pool Management and Control 

Atlantic Pool Service, Inc. is the pool management company for the 2024 pool season. The pool manager functions as the 

agent of the LVCA Board of Directors and is responsible for operating the pool in a safe, hygienic and orderly manner, 

supervising all personnel, and enforcing all rules and regulations. The pool manager is authorized to make on-the-spot 

decisions regarding all rules and regulations, as well as their enforcement. This authority includes the expulsion or exclusion 

of any resident or guest as necessary. Any expulsion or exclusion will be reported in writing to the LVCA Board of Directors 

within 24 hours of the action. 

SEASON: Saturday, May 25, 2024 through Monday, September 2, 2024 

HOURS: Weekdays May 28th – June 7th 4:00 pm until 8:30 pm 

 Weekdays June 10th – August 16th 11:30 am until 8:30 pm 

 Weekdays August 19th – August 30th 4:00 pm until 8:30 pm 

 Weekends  11:00 am until 8:00 pm 

 Holidays Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day 11:00 am until 8:00 pm 

Pool Pass Control - Admission to the Pool 

Five annual passes have been issued to each household at the property address provided to the management company. These 

are to be used by residents and/or their guests. Passes must be given to the lifeguard to enter the pool area. The guard will 

return the passes upon exit from the pool. One pass per person, including children, is required to enter the pool. The Board, 

at its discretion, can issue pool passes to the owners and residents of Lafayette Village Drive and Fenton Drive. 

For the 2024 pool season, residents will have the option to purchase additional guest passes. Guest passes will be issued 

as 5-punch cards, at a cost of $25 per card. Lifeguards will punch the cards at the time of guest entry to the pool area. A 

maximum of three guests at a time will be permitted entry using the punch cards, and the resident must be present to use the 

guest pass punch card. Guest pass punch cards may be purchased at the time of 2024 pool registration. To purchase guest 

pass punch cards during the pool season, complete the relevant sections of the LVCA Pool Registration Form and submit to 

Sequoia Management along with payment. Guest pass punch cards can only be purchased through Sequoia Management 

and should be purchased at least two weeks in advance of the date they are needed. 

Children 

 A responsible person age 18 or older must supervise children under age 12 at all times. Should pool management 

deem it necessary for the safety of a child, a basic swim test will be given by the pool manager or his/her designee. 

 For the safety of the child, strollers must be kept well away from the edge of the pool. Children in strollers must 

have personal and direct adult supervision. 

2024 LVCA Pool Rules and Regulations 

 

2024 LVCA Pool Rules and Regulations 
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 Any person who is incontinent, or children not potty trained must wear appropriate waterproof clothing. Cloth 

diapers with snugly fitting rubber pants or swim diapers must be worn in either pool. Any types of disposable 

diapers are not allowed because they can clog the filter system. In the event of an unsanitary mishap, pool staff must 

be notified immediately and the pool may need to be closed for immediate sanitation. 

 There will be a 15-minute restricted swim period from 45 minutes to the top of each hour for “lap swimming or 

water walking only”. This period will be signaled by a long blast of the lifeguard whistle at its beginning and end. 

Wading Pool 

Only children 4 years and under may use the wading pool. An adult within the wading pool enclosure must supervise children 

in the wading pool at all time. 

Restricted Admission/Pool Closing 

If the pool becomes overcrowded, the pool management staff may restrict admission. The pool management staff is 

authorized to close the pool for any reason it deems fit, including: electrical storms, equipment breakdowns and pool 

chemical problems. 

Conduct, Health & Safety 

 No glass containers are allowed within the pool enclosure. 

 No food is allowed within the pool enclosure except in the designated picnic area. 

 No alcoholic beverages or intoxicants of any kind are allowed in the pool area. 

 No chewing gum is allowed anywhere within the pool enclosure, including the pool house. 

 No Smoking, including vaping, is allowed anywhere within the pool enclosure, including the pool house. 

 No cut-off shorts and/or T-shirts may be used as swimsuits. 

 No person may swim with large bandages, open wounds or skin disorders. 

 No pets are allowed within the pool enclosure. 

 Boisterous or unsafe behavior, including running, pushing, splashing, dunking, rough play or profanity is not 

allowed in the pools or on the pool grounds. 

 The use of basketballs, footballs, soccer balls and other sports equipment not designed for use in a swimming pool is 

prohibited. 

 Rafts or toys will be allowed at the discretion of pool management staff. 

 Personal musical devices must be used with headphones so as not to disturb others. One radio, managed by the 

lifeguard staff, may be played. 

 Sunbathers must shower before entering the pool. 

 Litter must be disposed of properly. 

 Anyone unable to pass a swimming test is not permitted in deep water. 

 Diving in the shallow end or off the sides of the diving board is not permitted.  

 A lap lane will be designated for the exclusive use of lap swimming on a first come, first served basis.  

Penalties 

 Anyone entering the pool enclosure before or after operating hours, without permission, may be barred from using 

the pool and is subject to prosecution for trespassing. 

 Residents in violation of the above rules and regulations may have their pool privileges suspended for up to sixty (60) 

days after notice and opportunity for a hearing. See Bylaws Article VII, Section 1 (b). 

 The Board of Directors reserves the right to amend these rules/regulations at any time. 

  

2024 LVCA Pool Rules and Regulations, continued 
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This will be the only area of the pool deck where eating is allowed. The Picnic Area is available to reserve for small 

gatherings during regular pool hours on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Conduct, Health & Safety: 

 Pool passes are required to enter the picnic area. 

 Seating is available on a first-come, first-served basis. Usage will be limited to one-hour periods so that all residents 

have an opportunity to utilize the picnic area. 

 Residents may not place their belongings on tables to “save” them. 

 No glass containers are allowed within the pool picnic area. 

 No alcoholic beverages or intoxicants of any kind are allowed in the pool picnic area. 

 No Smoking, including vaping, is allowed in the pool picnic area. 

 Litter and recycling must be disposed of properly. Anyone not cleaning up after themselves may be barred from 

using the pool and picnic area. 

 Grilling is not allowed. 

Penalties: 

 Anyone entering the pool enclosure before or after operating hours, without permission, may be barred from using 

the pool and is subject to prosecution for trespassing. 

 Residents in violation of the above rules and regulations may have their pool privileges suspended for up to sixty (60) 

days after notice and opportunity for a hearing. See Bylaws Article VII, Section 1 (b). 

 The Board of Directors reserves the right to amend these rules/regulations at any time. 

Reservations: 

 Only Association members in good standing may reserve the pool picnic pad.  

 To reserve, contact Rebecca Just or Ilana Wolff at LVCApool@gmail.com at least 2 weeks prior to the event.  

o In your email, please include the date and time frame you wish to reserve the picnic pad. 

 To reserve, the member must have a valid pool pass. 

 To reserve, the member must complete the LVCA Pool Picnic Pad Agreement, which can be found on the LVCA 

website (lafayettevillage.org/pool) or can be obtained by emailing LVCApool@gmail.com. 

 The Picnic Area may be reserved for a period up to 3 hours. 

 Dated wristbands will be provided for up to 10 guests. 

 All event attendees must have a wristband or valid pool pass.  

 During reserved periods, one table must be made available for other pool guests to use.  

 Each household may reserve the Picnic Area a maximum of 3 times during the pool season. 

 The Picnic Area will not be available to reserve on holidays or during pool special events. 

  

2023 Pool Picnic Area Rules 
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I, _______________________________________________________________, a resident of Lafayette Village, 

wish to reserve the LVCA Pool Picnic Pad on _________________________________________ between the 

hours of ________________ and ________________. (Note that your party must end 30 minutes before pool closing 
to ensure you can clean up after your party).  

I understand and agree to the following terms and conditions:  
1. I have reviewed the current year’s LVCA Pool Rules and Regulations and the Pool Picnic Pad Rules, attached 

to this agreement, and will ensure I and my guests will abide by these rules while in the pool area. These 

Rules and Regulations have been attached to this agreement.  

2. I understand that the pool picnic pad exit gate will only be used by me (or my guests) to bring in supplies for 

my party and to remove said supplies during clean up. Specifically, I will notify the pool lifeguards when I 

need to open and close the pool picnic pad gate. In addition, I will ensure that all guests, except those helping 

me set up for the party, enter the pool through the pool house, and will display to the lifeguards their pool 

passes or party bands when requested.  

3. Wristbands will be provided for up to 10 guests. Valid Lafayette Village pool passes are required for 

additional guests. All guests, including children over age 3, whether they are swimming or not, must have 

either a wristband or valid pool pass.  

4. I understand that other pool patrons may use the pool picnic pad for food consumption during the hours of 

my party and agree to leave one table free for the use of those pool patrons.  

5. I understand that no food or drink may leave the pool picnic pad area during my party.  

6. I understand that the pool closes at 8:30 pm on weekdays and 8:00 pm on weekends and holidays. I agree to 

clean up the pool picnic pad starting no later than 30 minutes before pool closing. I will be liable for any 

overtime charges incurred if the pool lifeguards or other pool staff need to remain in the pool after closing to 

accommodate my clean-up. As part of my clean-up, all trash and recyclables must be removed from the pool 

premises.  

7. I agree that I and my guests will follow all directives issued by the pool life guards, in particular regarding the 

closing of the pool in the event of rain, thunder and lightning.  

8. I, the undersigned resident, understand and agree that neither the LVCA Pool Committee nor the Lafayette 

Village Community Association is responsible for any actions of me or the guests at my party. I THEREFORE 

AGREE TO HOLD HARMLESS THE POOL COMMITTEE, THE POOL LIFEGUARDS AND THEIR MANAGEMENT 

COMPANY, AND LAFAYETTE VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION AND ITS OFFICERS, DIRECTORS AND 

AGENTS, FROM ANY CLAIMS FOR LIABILITY, DAMAGE, OR LOSS THAT OCCUR IN CONNECTION WITH USE OF 

THE POOL PICNIC PAD BY ME OR ANY OF MY GUESTS. 

  
Resident Signature: _________________________________________________  Date: __________________ 

Address of Lafayette Village Home: ____________________________________________________________  

Approval by LAFAYETTE VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION Pool Committee Chair or Designee: 

Name and Title: ____________________________________________________  Date: __________________ 
 
Attachments Current LVCA Pool Rules 
  Current Pool Picnic Pad Rules 

LAFAYETTE VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION Pool Picnic Pad Agreement 
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