Lafayette Village

Community Association

Winter 2023 Newsletter

LVCA is holding a Holiday Decorations
Contest!

Lafayette Village Community Association is holding a contest to recognize and
show appreciation to individual property owners for their outstanding job of
decorating their homes during the holiday. Judging will take place on Monday
evening, December 18th between 8:00pm and 9:00pm. Be sure to leave your
lights on for the judging, done by a committee composed of residents of Lafayette
Village. The committee will award a First Place, Second Place and Third Place
designation and possibly a few Honorable Mentions.
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Our Community Information....

LVCA Board Members

President — Donna Jacobson
Ivca.bod.president@gmail.com

Vice President — Adrian Sobie
adrian.sobie@gmail.com

Treasurer — John Alexander
jmalex14@msn.com

Secretary — Gina Keating
gina.keating@gmail.com

Director-at-Large — Dr. Julia Wray
drjuliawray@gmail.com

Committee Chairs

Architectural Control (Co-Chair) —
Peter Phipps
peter.j.phipps@gmail.com

Architectural Control (Co-Chair) —
Rick Jacobson
jacobsonr48409@gmail.com

Grounds — Mike Nutbrown
grounds@lafayettevillage.org

Finance — John Alexander
jmalex14@msn.com

Pool — Rebecca Just
LVCApool@gmail.com

Recreation — Vacant

Communications — Donna Jacobson
Ivca.bod.president@gmail.com

Neighborhood Watch — Adrian Sobie
adrian.sobie@gmail.com

Website Manager
Steve Chao
hello@lafayettevillage.org

Newsletter Editor
Cheryl Ryefield
newsletter@lafayettevillage.org

Sequoia Management Company
Dale Edwards
dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com
Phone: 703-803-9641
Fax: 703-968-0936

Patriot Disposal Services
www.patriotdisposalservices.com
Phone: 703-257-7100

Lafayette Village Community Events Calendar

Board Meetings — Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Location to
be announced.

ACC Meetings — Meeting location, date and time is to be determined. If interested in
attending contact Peter Phipps at peter.j.phipps@gmail.com or Rick Jacobson at
jacobsonr48409@gmail.com.

Grounds Committee — Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at around
7:00 p.m. except in December. If interested in attending contact Mike Nutbrown at
grounds@lafayettevillage.org or Donna Jacobson at lvca.bod.president@gmail.com.

Finance Committee — Meetings are held at 7900 Peyton Forest Trail. Date and time
is to be determined. If interested in attending contact John Alexander at
jmalex14@msn.com.

Neighborhood Watch — TBD

Fairfax Federation — Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden Dr., Fairfax.

All residents, including renters, are invited to attend scheduled meetings.

As we continue to navigate the challenging situation related to Coronavirus Disease
(COVID-19) that is touching the lives of so many, we appreciate our community’s
continued patience, understanding and support. Due to these concerns, dates and
times indicated in this newsletter may be subject to change.

Thanks to those who contributed to this issue of our newsletter:

Donna Jacobson, Rick Jacobson, Mike Nutbrown, Kristina Watts, Carl 1ddings,
Ilene Teixeira and those who submitted ads. And as always a special thank you to
our awesome Newsletter Distribution Team!

Join the Yarn Yackers!

The “Yarn Yackers”, a group of women who
knit and crochet, would like to invite like-
minded people to join us. We meet on Sundays
from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m., either in person or on
Zoom. If interested in joining us, contact Pat
Grant by email at Patgrant992@yahoo.com or
through Nextdoor.

Lafayette Village Community Newsletter — December 3, 2023 Page 2
Look for updated information on www.lafayettevillage.org and Nextdoor


about:blank
about:blank
mailto:peter.j.phipps@gmail.com
about:blank
mailto:grounds@lafayettevillage.org
mailto:lvca.bod.president@gmail.com
about:blank
mailto:Patgrant992@yahoo.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:LVCApool@gmail.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

A Note from the President...

Hi, Everyone,

Once again, it is time for another holiday season! | would
like to thank all the Board members for their service during
this past year, along with the Committee Chairs and the
Committee Members. | would also like to thank the residents
of our community, who have been so extremely helpful and
supportive during this past year.

| am happy to say that we did not have any Board members
retire from the Board this last year, so we will be entering
2024 with an experienced Board and are looking ahead to
moving forward with some of the projects that currently
need to be completed in our community.

Both Christmas Day and New Year’s Day are on Monday
this year, so our regularly scheduled trash pickups are going
to be affected by the holidays. You can find out more
concerning the holiday trash schedule on the front page of
this newsletter of this newsletter.

o All trash pickup services will be moved one day to the
right for the week after Christmas Day and the week after
New Year’s Day.

e The regularly scheduled trash pickup for Monday,
December 25th will take place on Tuesday, December
26th. The regularly scheduled trash pickup for Thursday,
December 28th will take place on Friday, December
29th.

e The regularly scheduled trash pickup for Monday,
January 1st will take place on Tuesday, January 2nd. The
regularly scheduled trash pickup for Thursday, January
4th will take place on Friday, January 5th.

o Holiday trees will be picked up during the first two
weeks of January. The first pickup will be on Tuesday,
January 2nd and the second one will be on Monday,
January 9th. All tinsel and decorations must be removed
and trees should NOT be placed in plastic bags.
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Donna Jacobson, President
LVCA Board of Directors

o If atree is placed curbside for collection on yard waste
collection day and is not picked up, LEAVE IT OUT at
the curb and collection will be completed as soon as
possible.

I would like to remind everyone that John Alexander will be
hosting the Martin Luther King Day Food Drive again this
year in January 2024 over the Martin Luther King holiday
weekend. You can find out more information about the Food
Drive on page 6 of this newsletter.

Finally, I would like to encourage all residents who have
trash cans and recycling bins to place their address on these
items. The Architectural Control Committee (ACC) is
constantly getting emails concerning lost or misplaced trash
cans and recycling bins. Having residents place their address
on these items will help solve this problem and save the
ACC a lot of time. You can read more about this issue on
page 4 of this newsletter.

Lastly, and most importantly, | hope that all residents of
Lafayette Village have a happy and safe Holiday Season and
I look forward to working with you in 2024!

Best Wishes,
Donna Jacobson
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Committee Updates, continued ....

Architectural Control Committee (ACC) — Peter Phipps & Rick Jacobson, Co-
Chairs

TRASH & RECYCLING: LABELLING TRASH CANS &
Please remember to dispose of your trash and recycling RECYCLING BINS:

properly in order to keep our community attractive and to The ACC encourages all residents
prevent wild animals from getting into the trash. to place their addresses on their

trash cans and recycling bins. Many
residents do this already. The ACC
is constantly getting emails
concerning lost or misplaced trash
cans and recycling bins. Since
many times one trash can or
recycling bin looks very much like
another, there is often confusion
over these items. Having residents
place their address on their trash
Patriot will only pick up boxes on Wednesday, our scheduled  cans and recycling bins will help
recycling pickup day. Please DO NOT place boxes out with  solve this problem and save the

Trash is picked up by Patriot Disposal Services on Mondays
and Thursdays and should NOT be placed out for pickup
before Sunday evening and Wednesday evening respectively.
Trash should always be bagged properly using heavy
plastic bags or hard sided trashcans with lids. Do not use
grocery bags or shopping bags for trash. Crows and other
animals have a tendency to get into these types of bags and
scatter the contents. This makes our streets unsightly and
unsanitary.

the normal household trash. residents and the ACC a lot of
If you have an item to throw away and you are not sure if L

Patriot will pick it up with the scheduled household trash VIOLATIONS:

pickup, please call Patriot at 703-257-7100 and talk with In order to keep Lafayette
them BEFORE placing the item out for pickup. Village clean and desirable,

violation letters can be sent out throughout the year for
violations of the ACC Guidelines. If you receive a violation
letter you are required to fix the violation within 30 days. If
you have any questions concerning your letter, or if you are
Recycling is picked up on Wednesdays and should NOT be  having problems getting your violations repaired, please

If you do place an item out for pickup and Patriot does not
remove it, please bring that item back to your backyard or
garage until other arrangements can be made.

placed out for pickup before Tuesday evening. Recycling contact Dale Edwards at dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com.
should be placed out in recycling bins or paper bags. Residents who don’t fix their violations may be called before
Recycling that is placed out in plastic bags cannot be the Board for a hearing.

recycled due to the recycling process. Unfortunately

recycling placed out in plastic bags is just thrown in with the EXTERIOR IMPROVEMENTS:

trash. If you do not have a recycling bin, you can get one ACC Approval is required before any Exterior
from Patriot, or you can purchase your own recycling bin at Improvement is made to any townhouse or detached
places like Home Depot and Loews. house. This includes, but is not limited to new roofs, new

siding, new windows, new shutters, new doors (front or
back), new decks, new fences, installing solar panels,
changing paint colors, replacing front yard trees, and so on.
Many contractors know that Lafayette Village is governed by
ACC Guidelines and will insist that you provide them with
written ACC approval before they will start work. Work

Both trash cans and recycling bins need to be brought back
into your backyard, house, or garage the evening that the
trash or recycling is collected. If kept outside, trash cans and
recycling bins should be kept in your backyard and not be left
outside of your fence, in your front bushes, or in your

driveway. . . .
y performed without, or before approval is received, may have
to be redone. Rework is expensive and well worth avoiding.
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Committee Updates, continued ....

Architectural Control Committee, continued

If you are not sure if your change requires ACC Approval,
feel free to contact the ACC Co-Chairs: Pete Phipps at
Peter.J.Phipps@gmail.com and Rick Jacobson at
jacobsonr48409@gmail.com. The ACC is always willing to
work with residents to resolve questions or issues.

The ACC’s goal is to make the Approval process as painless
and straightforward as possible.

Grounds Committee — Mike Nutbrown, Chair

We remain unable to find a company to paint the basketball
and multipurpose court as we’d like to see them painted. We
still want to do that project.

We’re trying something new this year for fall planting by
attempting to obtain a grant to help cut the cost of the project.
The grant we are applying for is the Virginia Trees for Clean
Water (VTCW) Grant Program through the Virginia
Department of Forestry. The VTCW Grant Program is
designed to improve water quality across Virginia by
encouraging tree-planting efforts where they are needed most
and to raise awareness of their benefits. We’ll find out in
December if we were approved. If it works out, we’ll keep this
in mind for future projects.

We are still working through the details of the latest proposals
for high priority retaining wall projects. We hope to be
moving dirt on those soon.

We’re evaluating options for tackling the invasive vine issues
in our community. We’ve had a few volunteer efforts in some
areas and some paid efforts, but still have a long way to go.
We are trying to find the most cost-effective approach.

A friendly reminder that the committees and board are all
volunteers in the community. Please reach out if you'd like to
join the grounds committee or would like to attend a virtual
meeting. We need good folks like you to continue to do the
work that makes this a better place for all of us to live.

For reference, the full ACC Guidelines and ACC Request
forms are available on the LVCA website at:
lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-
committee-documents.

Listed by the Department of Natural
Heritage in the ‘Highly Invasive’ class,
porcelain-berry is a serious threat to our
native plant communities. Like all the plants
called invasive exotics, it grows rapidly and
has few pests because it did not evolve here
with the checks and balances of competition
from the plants and animals that live here.
Instead it takes the place of the plants that
supply the resources our native wildlife
needs. The Flora of Virginia describes it as
“A troublesome, shade tolerant invasive
species capable of strangling native forest
vegetation.”

As of Saturday, November 25, Hidden Oaks Nature Center will be operating on winter hours.
The nature center will be open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. every day, except closed on Tuesdays.
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Community Food Drive for Martin Luther King Day of Service ~
January 13 - 15, 2024

Please participate in the community’s annual tradition of
commemorating Martin Luther King’s life and legacy by
donating food and/or diapers. Donations should be brought
to 7900 Peyton Forest Trail on Saturday, January 13th —
Monday, January 15th. Someone will be home to assist you
and receive the donation from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. each
day, though donations may also be left on the porch at any
time. Donations will support the Ken Jackson Food Closet
at St. Matthew’s UMC in Annandale. This previously small
food pantry grew exponentially due to the distresses
resulting from the COVID shutdowns and now serves an

John Alexander and his daughter, Maddie, load

average of 60 families a week with about 20 pounds of their car with donations from LVCA’s Martin
groceries each. In addition to food, the pantry also provides Luther King community food drive this past
diapers, children’s books, and feminine products. The food January.

closet also needs paper bags. 2 cans of tuna

Groceries typically included in the bag: 1 can of meat

1 bag of pasta (plus sauce for spaghetti) or rice
Beverage (tea bags, water)

2 each snack bars, oatmeal, juice, and hot chocolate
1 each crackers and ramen noodles

1 box of dry cereal

1 jar (small) peanut butter
1 jar (small) jelly

3 cans of fruit

3 cans of vegetables Donations may also be made directly by ordering on
1 can of beans Amazon using their wish list at
2 cans of soup or chili + 1 stack of crackers http://bit.ly/kenjacksonfoodcloset.

Christmas Tree Collection

e Christmas trees will be collected during the first 2 weeks of
January. The first pickup will be on Tuesday, January 2nd and the
second one will be on Monday, January 8th.

e All tinsel and decorations must be removed, and trees should NOT

be placed in plastic bags.

o If atree is placed curbside for collection and is not picked up,

please LEAVE IT OUT at the curb and collection will be
completed as soon as possible.
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Seeing Hidden Oaks Trails with New Eyes this Winter

by Kristina Watts, Visitor Services Manager, Hidden Oaks Nature Center

Hello Lafayette Village! | am the new Visitor Services
Manager at Hidden Oaks Nature Center and it’s about time |
introduced myself. | started working here
in April and have been enjoying getting
to know the site better. | used to visit
years ago as the mother of three
inquisitive children who enjoyed
exploring the Nature Center, playing in
Nature Playce, and climbing all over the
old playground. Now, coming back to
this park as a naturalist, I’m looking at it
through the eyes of an environmental
interpreter, trying to learn all the stories
it has to tell about our natural history
here in northern Virginia. This will be
my first winter here in the park, and I'm
excited to see the seasonal changes. (Fall
has been gorgeous!) Join me in looking
at nature along the Old Oak Trail with fresh eyes this winter
season.

Winter may not be the time when you typically think about
taking a nature walk through the forest, but there is a
surprising amount to see. With most of the leaves fallen
from the trees, your sightline is longer — you’ve got a better
chance of spotting deer or squirrels, some of the animals that
stick it out and adapt, rather than migrate or hibernate for the
winter. Take a child and do some tree bark rubbings. In the
winter, with the leaves gone, deciduous trees can be
identified by their bark. It’s a great time to notice the
smoothness of beech tree bark. White Oak tree trunks look
like they are covered in chunky scales. Tulip Poplars,
especially the older ones, have long vertical ridges and
valleys. Along the trail, see if you can figure out which is
which, and look on the ground for leaves to try to confirm
your identification.

Smooth beech tree bark scaly oak tree bark
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Kristina Watts, the new Visitor
Services Manager at Hidden
Oaks Nature Center.

Winter is also a great time to notice our patches of
evergreens. Pine isn’t the only kind of plant that keeps its
leaves during the winter. Look in the
shrub layer for mountain laurel — notice
it’s thick, leathery leaves that are often
spotted with a fungus growth. In the
spring, these plants will have beautiful
white/pink flowers that pop their pollen
into the air with a spring-like
mechanism that insects can trigger. For
now though, they are busy
photosynthesizing as much as they can
in the winter days of less light and
moisture. Nearby we can also see
another evergreen, a standard symbol
of winter: the American Holly.

Holly can grow shrub-like or as high as
a tree, and it is known for its sharp
pointy leaves. Only the female plants produce the red berries
that feed the birds throughout the winter. So, as you’re
finding hollies, see which are male and which are female.
Finally, there’s one other evergreen that you should be able
to identify: the nefarious English ivy. This is an example of
an invasive species, one that comes from another part of the
world and competes so well with native plants that it
actually does harm to the local ecosystem. English ivy
spreads very fast and can kill the trees that it wraps itself
around. So keep an eye out for it climbing up our trees’
trunks and let a park staff member know where you see it.
You can help us by removing any English ivy that you may
have in your own yards so that it doesn’t creep into the park.

Thank you and hope to see you soon!
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Happy Holidays from Fairfax Connector

Article from Fairfax County Government News

Keep your eyes peeled this holiday season for festive
cookies, Santa gnomes and plaid trees!

Three specially wrapped Fairfax Connector buses are now
traveling all throughout Fairfax County. These buses are
sure to bring a smile to your face. If you spot one, safely
take a picture and share with us on Facebook or Twitter. Use
the hashtag #HolidayBus or #FairfaxConnector.

Everyone who shares will be entered into a drawing for a
$50 SmarTrip® card. A winner will be announced and
notified the week of January 1, 2024.

And that’s not all! Fairfax Connector is hosting its first ever
Winterfest and Santa Bus. This is a FREE event, and open to
the public.

When: Saturday, December 9, 2023

Time: 10 a.m. — 3 p.m.

Location: Fairfax County Government Center (12000
Government Center Pkwy, Fairfax)

Due to the popularity of this event, our Santa Bus tickets are
sold out, but we’ve added a Cookies with Mrs. Claus bus!

Get your general admission tickets here
(www.signupgenius.com/go/60BOD4CASA62EA4FC1 -
46289120-winterfest).

What else to expect at Winterfest:

e Free hot cocoa & kettle corn

o Write a letter to Santa!

e Games, music, food trucks, heated table areas

o Free Fairfax Connector ride coupons and other goodies

We also encourage Winterfest attendees to help us Stuff-A-
Bus! To support our community, Fairfax County
Department of Transportation, Fairfax Connector &
Transdev are collecting new, unwrapped toys and coats for
children ages 5 to 10 years old. Bring donated items to the
Santa Gnomes bus at the Winterfest event. The toys and
coats collected will be delivered to children at three Fairfax
County public schools the week of December 11, 2023.

More details about Winterfest, the Santa Bus and Stuff-A-
Bus can be found here
(www.fairfaxcounty.gov/connector/fairfax-connectors-
winterfest).

Trash and Recycling Schedule

Trash Monday
Recycling Wednesday
Trash Thursday
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Not before: 6 p.m. or Dusk Tuesday

Not before: 6 p.m. or Dusk Wednesday

Pickup Day Put Out Time Put Cans/Bins Away

Not before: 6 p.m. or Dusk Sunday

Monday Evening
Wednesday Evening

Thursday Evening
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Community Ads ....

Refreshed Spaces, LLC

ORGANIZING - DECORATING - STAGING

Betty Harmon

Professional Organizer & Interior Decorator
d

hed.

WE'LL MELP YOU LOVE TOUR SPACE AGAINI

betty@refr com

703-217-4707

Interior Decorator and Home Organizer: I’'ma
professional organizer and interior decorator living
in Lafayette Village. Let’s declutter and put some
spark back in your home! We can start as a small
project or the entire house to achieve results you
will be proud of. If interested, please call me at
703-217-4707 or email me at
betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com for more
information and to receive an estimate.

NOVA Estate Planning, PLLC is offering a free
initial consultation to any neighbors interested
in establishing or updating their estate planning
documents, including trusts, wills, powers of
attorney, medical directives, special needs
accommodations, and more advanced types of
planning. Become educated on the types of
planning available to you that will best suit the
needs and goals of you and your loved ones and
create lasting peace of mind. Consultations are
zero obligation and should take approximately
60-75 minutes. During COVID we are offering
both home and virtual appointments.

571-800-1545 / jcox@novaep.com / novaep.com
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Contact me today guaranteec@
for refinancing options!

Mark Kilkeary

VP of Mortgage Lending

C: (703) 943-7662 Rate.com/MarkKilkeary
O: (703) 382-1855 Mark.Kilkeary@rate.com

211 North Union Street, Suite 240
Alexandria, VA 22314

wousing Lwoen. Mark Kilkeary NMLS 1D:195546; DC- MLO195546, VA - MLO-2677VA
NMLS D #2611 (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.nmisconsumeraccess.org) » DC - Lic #MLB2611 « VA - Guaranteed Rate, Inc. - Licensed by
Virginia State Corporation Commission, License # MC:3769

Text/Call 571-236-5634

MARK RHODES
Quality Painting

Free Estimates

CRUISE ¥ PLANNERS

A travel agent in our community to book your next
Cruise or All Inclusive Vacation Package anywhere
in the world. Please contact Pascasie Adedze at
pascasie.adedze@cruiseplanners.com or visit
passycruisevacation.com.
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