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Summer 2023 Newsletter

American Youth Philharmonic 

Orchestras 
Did you know that the headquarters for the American 

Youth Philharmonic Orchestras (AYPO) is in our own 

backyard? That’s right! AYPO’s offices can be found in 

the Fred M. Packard Center located on Hummer Road in 

Annandale Community Park. Recently I asked them to 

share some information about their organization. What an 

opportunity for our young Lafayette Village musicians to 

have access to such a wonderful organization! 

The mission of the American Youth Philharmonic 

Orchestras (AYPO) is to provide the highest quality 

musical experience that allows our students to grow as 

musicians and individuals who then contribute to our 

nation’s cultural landscape as they become future artistic 

and community leaders. Recognized as one of the nation’s 

leading youth orchestra organizations, AYPO provides 

conservatory-quality orchestral training and performance 

experience for more than 600 talented young musicians ages 

7 to 21 from Northern Virginia, the District of Columbia and 

Maryland. AYPO believes every young person deserves to 

have talent recognized and nurtured, regardless of social, 

racial or economic background. In a region where the 

accepted idea is that families are affluent, there are a 

significant number of underprivileged families whose 

children lack opportunities. While AYPO produces very 

high levels of public performance, the undergirding priority 

is our educational work and our commitment to expanding 

access for young people of limited financial means through 

our tuition assistance program and outreach initiatives. We 

are driven by the passionate belief that all meet on equal 

terms through the arts. 

AYPO was founded in 1964 as the Northern Virginia Youth 

Symphony Association and has been incorporated as a 

nonprofit organization since 1978. In 1993, our flagship 

orchestra was named the American Youth Philharmonic. 

This name reflected the regional scope of its more than (at 

that time) 100 young musicians from across the metropolitan 

area, and the national acclaim and prestige the orchestra had 

earned in its first three decades. Luis Haza, a distinguished 

violinist, conductor, educator and National Symphony 

Orchestra member, served as Music Director for 25 years. 

Since 2018, Dr. Timothy Dixon, Director of Orchestral 

Studies and Professor of Music at Pennsylvania’s Messiah 

College, has served as American Youth Philharmonic 

Conductor. Story continues on page 10  
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2023 Pool Events 

Mark your calendars for these exciting events! 

Swim Under the Stars Night ........ Saturday, June 24, 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. 

 (Rain date Friday, June 30) 

Adult Wine and Cheese Night ...... Friday, July 21, 7:30 - 10:30 p.m. 

 (Rain date Friday, July 28) 

Swim Under the Stars Night ........ Saturday, August 19, 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. 

 (Rain date Saturday, August 26) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Our Community Information…. 

Lafayette Village Community Events Calendar 

Board Meetings – Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Location to 

be announced. 

ACC Meetings – Meeting location, date and time is to be determined. If interested in 

attending contact Peter Phipps at peter.j.phipps@gmail.com or Rick Jacobson at 

jacobsonr48409@gmail.com. 

Grounds Committee – Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at around 

7:00 p.m. except in December. If interested in attending contact Mike Nutbrown at 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org or Donna Jacobson at lvca.bod.president@gmail.com. 

Finance Committee – Meetings are held at 7900 Peyton Forest Trail. Date and time 

is to be determined. If interested in attending contact John Alexander at 

jmalex14@msn.com. 

Neighborhood Watch – TBD 

Fairfax Federation – Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30 

p.m. at Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden Dr., Fairfax. 

All residents, including renters, are invited to attend scheduled meetings. 

Thanks to those who contributed to this issue of our newsletter: 

Donna Jacobson, Rick Jacobson, Rebecca Just, Mike Nutbrown, Anne Sansbury, 

Betty Harmon, John Alexander, Suzanne Holland and those who submitted 

articles and ads. And a special thank you to our awesome Newsletter Distribution 

Team! 

As we continue to navigate the challenging situation related to Coronavirus Disease 

(COVID-19) that is touching the lives of so many, we appreciate our community’s 

continued patience, understanding and support. Due to these concerns, dates and 

times indicated in this newsletter may be subject to change. 

LVCA Board Members 
 

President – Donna Jacobson  

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Vice President – Adrian Sobie 

adrian.sobie@gmail.com 

Treasurer – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Secretary – Gina Keating 

gina.keating@gmail.com 

Director-at-Large – Dr. Julia Wray 

drjuliawray@gmail.com 

 

Committee Chairs 
 

Architectural Control (Co-Chair) – 

Peter Phipps 

peter.j.phipps@gmail.com 

Architectural Control (Co-Chair) – 

Rick Jacobson 

jacobsonr48409@gmail.com 

Grounds – Mike Nutbrown 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org 

Finance – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Pool – Rebecca Just 

LVCApool@gmail.com 

Recreation – Vacant 

Communications – Donna Jacobson 

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Neighborhood Watch – Adrian Sobie 

adrian.sobie@gmail.com 

Website Manager 

Brittany Dewberry 

hello@lafayettevillage.org 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Ryefield 

newsletter@lafayettevillage.org 

Sequoia Management Company 

Dale Edwards 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com 

Phone:  703-803-9641 

Fax:  703-968-0936 

Patriot Disposal Services 

www.patriotdisposalservices.com 

Phone:  703-257-7100 
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Donna Jacobson, President 

LVCA Board of Directors 

Hi, Everyone,

I am happy to announce that the Lafayette Village 

Swimming Pool opened on Saturday, May 27th. Residents 

need to be in good standing to use the swimming pool; no 

outstanding dues payments nor violations. Pool pass 

enforcement will begin on Saturday, June 3rd. The pool 

season for 2023 and hours of operation are as follows: 

SEASON: 

Saturday, May 27 through Monday, September 4 

HOURS: 

Weekdays:  May 30 - June 16 4:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Weekdays:  June 19 - August 18 11:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Weekdays:  August 21 - Sept. 14:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Weekends and Holidays:  11:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

We do not have any COVID-19 restrictions which we are 

required to follow this year; however, use of the pool facility 

is strictly at the patron’s own risk. If you have COVID-19 

symptoms, or were exposed to someone with COVID-19 

within the past 5 days, please stay home and do not visit the 

swimming pool. 

Trash & Recycling:  I would like to remind residents that 

we all need to work together to keep Lafayette Village a 

beautiful community to live in. This is especially true 

concerning how we handle trash & recycling. You can find 

the regulations concerning trash & recycling on page 4 of 

this newsletter. Please respect your neighbors and follow 

these regulations. Also, if you place an item out in the trash 

and it is not picked up, it is your responsibility to retrieve the 

item and dispose of it correctly. 

LVCA Parking Regulations:  During the summer months 

many residents have more visitors, so I would like to remind 

residents of the Lafayette Village parking regulations. These 

regulations need to be followed by residents and by their 

guests and can be found on page 11 of this newsletter. 

Violation of many of these restrictions can lead to your 

vehicle being towed, so please observe the parking 

regulations, and make sure that your guests observe them 

also. 

Communications:  I would like to remind our residents that 

Lafayette Village has a LVCA Resident Email List that is 

used to send out information to the community. The LVCA 

Resident Email List is kept confidential and is only used by 

the President or Board of Directors for Association business. 

If you would like to join the LVCA Resident Email List, 

please send your email address to 

LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com. We are also a member of 

Nextdoor. You can find out more about Nextdoor, including 

how to join, at www.Nextdoor.com. I encourage all residents 

to join both. 

Fairfax County’s Parking Reimagined Initiative:  I would 

also like to inform residents that Fairfax County is currently 

working on an initiative to reduce available off-street 

parking and loading spaces in new and renovated 

developments. This initiative is called Parking Reimagined 

and more information about the initiative can be found at:  

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-

ordinance/parking-reimagined. 

This initiative is currently expected to be heard by the 

Planning Commission in July and the Board of Supervisors 

in September of this year. Stay tuned for additional 

information on this initiative as it becomes available. 

Best Wishes for a Safe & Enjoyable Summer! 

Donna Jacobson

  

A Note from the President… 
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Type Pick Up Day Put Out Time Put Cans / Bins Away 

Trash Monday Not before: 6 p.m. or Dusk Sunday Monday Evening 

Recycling Wednesday Not before6 p.m. or Dusk Tuesday Wednesday Evening 

Trash Thursday Not before: 6 p.m. or Dusk Wednesday Thursday Evening 

 

 

Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – Peter Phipps & Rick Jacobson, Co-Chairs 

SPRING INSPECTIONS: 

Spring inspections are 

complete. First and, if 

necessary, second notices have 

been sent out. If you receive a 

violation letter and have any 

questions concerning your 

letter, or need additional time to 

correct the issue, please contact 

Dale Edwards at 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. 

Pool pass enforcement will 

begin on Saturday, June 4. 

Residents need to be in good 

standing in order to use the 

swimming pool and other Lafayette Village amenities. Please 

correct any violations in a timely fashion. Home owners who 

do not correct violations may need to have a hearing with the 

Board of Directors to explain why their violations have not 

been corrected. 

Corrections to violations from the Spring Inspection do 

not require ACC Approval unless you are changing the 

appearance of your house. For example, replacing a rotten 

rake board and repainting it the same color, is not considered 

an appearance change. 

TRASH & RECYCLING: 

Please remember to dispose of your trash and recycling 

properly in order to keep our community attractive and to 

prevent wild animals from getting into the trash. 

Trash is picked up by Patriot Disposal Services on Mondays 

and Thursdays and should NOT be placed out for pick up 

before Sunday evening and Wednesday evening respectively. 

Trash should always be bagged properly using heavy 

plastic bags or hard sided 

trashcans with lids. Do not 

use grocery bags or shopping 

bags for trash. Crows and 

other animals have a tendency 

to get into these types of bags 

and scatter the contents. This 

makes our streets unsightly 

and unsanitary. 

Patriot will only pick up 

boxes on Wednesday, our 

scheduled recycling pickup 

day. Please DO NOT place 

boxes out with the normal 

household trash. 

If you have an item to throw away and you are not sure if 

Patriot will pick it up with the scheduled household trash 

pickup, please call Patriot at 703-257-7100 and talk with 

them BEFORE placing the item out for pickup. 

If you do place an item out for pickup and Patriot does not 

remove it, please bring that item back to your backyard or 

garage until other arrangements can be made. 

Recycling is picked up on Wednesdays and should NOT be 

placed out for pick up before Tuesday evening. Recycling 

should be placed out in recycling bins or paper bags.  

Recycling that is placed out in plastic bags cannot be 

recycled due to the recycling process. Unfortunately 

recycling placed out in plastic bags is just thrown in with the 

trash. If you do not have a recycling bin, you can get one 

from Patriot, or you can purchase your own recycling bin at 

places like Home Depot and Loews. 

Both trash cans and recycling bins need to be brought back 

into your backyard, house, or garage the evening that the  

Committee Updates, continued …. Committee Updates …. 
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Committee Updates, continued …. 

ACC Report, continued 

trash or recycling is collected. If kept outside, trash cans and 

recycling bins should be kept in your backyard and not be left 

outside of your fence, in your front bushes, or in your 

driveway. 

VIOLATIONS: 

In order to keep Lafayette Village clean and desirable, 

violation letters can be sent out throughout the year for 

violations of the ACC Guidelines. If you receive a violation 

letter you are required to fix the violation within 30 days. If 

you have any questions concerning your letter, or if you are 

having problems getting your violations repaired, please 

contact Dale Edwards at dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. 

Residents who don’t fix their violations can be called before 

the Board for a hearing. 

EXTERIOR IMPROVEMENTS: 

ACC Approval is required before any Exterior 

Improvement is made to any townhouse or detached 

house. This includes, but is not limited to new roofs, new 

siding, new windows, new shutters, new doors (front or 

back), new decks, new fences, installing solar panels, 

changing paint colors, replacing front yard trees, and so on.  

Many contractors know that Lafayette Village is governed by 

ACC Guidelines and will insist that you provide them written 

ACC approval before they will start work. Work performed 

without, or before approval is received, may have to be 

redone. Rework is expensive and well worth avoiding. 

If you are not sure if your change requires ACC Approval, 

feel free to contact the ACC Co-Chairs: Pete Phipps at 

Peter.J.Phipps@gmail.com and Rick Jacobson at 

jacobsonr48409@gmail.com. The ACC is always willing to 

work with residents to resolve questions or issues.  

The ACC’s goal is to make the Approval process as painless 

and straight forward as possible. 

For reference, the full ACC Guidelines and ACC Request 

forms are available on the LVCA website at:  

lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-

committee-documents. 

Pool Committee – Rebecca Just, Chair

The pool is open! Our swimming pool has opened for the 

summer and we have kicked the season off with a Cookout 

and Community Potluck! 

Residents need to be in good standing to use the swimming 

pool; no outstanding dues payments nor violations. Pool pass 

enforcement will begin on Saturday, June 3rd. The pool 

season for 2023 and hours of operation are as follows: 

SEASON: 

Saturday, May 27 through Monday, September 4 

HOURS: 

Weekdays:  May 30 - June 16 4:00 p.m. -l 8:30 p.m. 

Weekdays:  June 19 - August 18 11:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Weekdays:  August 21 - Sept. 14:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Weekends and Holidays:  11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

We’re also gearing up for the return of some pool events this 

summer! Check out the schedule on page 2 of this newsletter 

for upcoming events. Donna Jacobson will also be sending 

reminders out to our Lafayette Village email list, so be sure 

you’re on it! You don’t want to miss out! 

If you’d be interested in volunteering to plan or to help out 

with other pool events this summer, please contact us at 

LVCApool@gmail.com. 

And, of course, we’re always interested in hearing from any 

residents who would be interested in joining the pool 

committee! Email us at LVCApool@gmail.com and let us 

know how you’d like to participate. 

We look forward to seeing you soon at the pool! 
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Grounds Committee – Mike Nutbrown, Chair 

While we’ve had plenty of mild weather most of the month 

of May, we did not have such luck for our Earth/Arbor Day 

celebration on April 22. We managed to complete the 

community cleanup and get some quick grilling and 

bouncing in before the rain came. Then we had just enough 

of a break to ceremonially ‘plant’ this year’s tree between 

7869 & 7871 Trammell Court. We’ve tried to get a shagbark 

hickory before, and this year we finally got one! I’m sure the 

new tree appreciated the rain. 

The spring tree pruning and removals are now complete. We 

worked from the tree management plan we solicited last year 

to select those with the highest priority based on level of risk 

ratings in the plan. The committee is compiling a list of new 

trees and shrubs to plant this fall. We missed a year of 

planting last year and want to be sure we don’t miss another, 

so we’re aiming to finalize a list soon and get a vendor lined 

up. 

You may have noticed the missing reserved parking signs 

around town. Those were not part of the first round of the 

sign refresh and are in the process of being re-faced and 

should be reinstalled soon. 

After months of searching for a paving company willing and 

able to mill the surfaces for the basketball and multipurpose 

courts, our president Donna managed to find a company that 

was up to the task. They’re expected to do the work near the 

end of June. There may be a small gap between the new 

pavement and having lines painted, so hopefully nobody is 

planning a big ‘June Madness’ tournament. We’re excited to 

see this revitalization project done and hope the milling 

contributes to a much longer lifespan of the courts. 

It doesn’t feel so long ago that we had the community 

sidewalks leveled out, but we have a short list of gaps in the 

neighborhood that are in need of attention. The reserve study 

estimated some funds would be needed for that this year, so 

we plan to take care of those if we can get a vendor to do so. 

It looks like our last round was in 2015. As a reminder, the 

sidewalks along Lafayette Village Drive and Trammell Court 

are not community-owned, so we will not be doing any work 

on those sidewalks. 

We’re tracking some nasty erosion causing ground collapse 

in the wooded area near 7801 Byrds Nest Pass. We’ve asked 

Shenandoah to propose a solution there, but had hoped to 

  

Committee Updates, continued …. 
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Grounds Committee Report, continued 

have this resolved as part of the work Fairfax County was 

doing for their pond retrofit project near there. We were 

also hoping the county would eradicate the bamboo that has 

been growing behind Byrds Nest Pass which we have tried 

numerous times to eliminate on our own. The pond retrofit 

project has proven to be quite a lengthy process and we’re 

still in planning stages at this point. We’re going to try to 

keep costs down for the erosion project and bamboo 

removal since the work the county will eventually do may 

also address those issues and could impact the erosion work 

we would do. 

We’ve had a few folks in the neighborhood taking on the 

invasive vines. I thank you and the trees they were 

smothering thank you! 

A friendly reminder that the committees and board are all 

volunteers in the community. Please reach out if you'd like 

to join the grounds committee or would like to attend a 

virtual meeting. We need good folks like you to continue to 

do the work that makes this a better place for all of us to 

live. 

Photos by Betty Harmon, John Alexander & Rick Jacobson

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communications Committee – Donna Jacobson, Chair 

Are you a writer? Marketer? Website developer? 

Communications professional? Our neighbor, Brittany 

Dewberry has been (1) managing our LVCA website and 

(2) proofreading our newsletter for the past few years and 

needs to temporarily step back. If you have interest in 

either or both roles, just get in touch! If you are interested 

in managing our website, please email Donna Jacobson at 

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com. And if you’d like to offer 

your proofreading skills for our newsletter four times a 

year, please email Cheryl Ryefield at 

newsletter@lafayettevillage.org to reach out! (Training can 

be provided for both roles) Thanks in advance for making 

this valuable contribution to our Lafayette Village 

community! 

  

Committee Updates, continued …. 
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The Psychology of Gardening, sorta! 
by Anne Sansbury, LVCA’s Garden Sage 

 

I have surprised myself once again vis-à-vis the garden. I did buy all the 

Thai food seeds that I wanted to grow food from, but, lo and behold, I 

didn’t plant a single seed! As bizarre as it sounds, I felt kind of paralyzed by 

the notion of planting seeds. I couldn’t decide if the downturn in 

temperature discouraged me, or if my own inabilities worried me, or if I just 

had too many other things to do in the past few months. 

I don’t think it’s fair that we have to do tax returns during the regular 

calendar year, which is already jam packed with activities, requirements, 

and holidays. We need a fifth quarter in which to do taxes and other chores 

that don’t fit into our schedules well. 

 have now been to Home Depot, and I have purchased actual plants, mainly 

some regulars like tomatoes, cukes, basil, parsley, cilantro, marigolds, and 

one Thai basil plant. I have my little seed starter kit sitting here, ready to go, 

and maybe I’ll be able to plant some seeds eventually. I just discovered a 

planting calendar for Annandale that has lots of information for planting 

seeds indoors and outdoors, as well as planting seedlings and transplants. If 

you want your own copy, go to almanac.com/planting dates. 

Unfortunately, a few of our gardeners were unable to garden again this year, 

but we have several new gardeners and they look really, really serious. 

Some gardens are already packed with plants and others are filling up a few 

plants at a time. It’s always so exciting to see the different crops and 

designs. 

Sarah, who moved to Lafayette Village in 2018, is enjoying being a part of 

the community garden for the first time this year. Her three-year-old son 

Max and her father, Larry, are helping her plant fruits like watermelon and 

strawberries; veggies such as tomatoes, lettuce, broccoli; and flowers in 

their plot. As a family, they are enjoying learning about how to make things 

grow, spending time outdoors together and watching the garden. They have 

already enjoyed their first broccoli of the season! 

And, here are some thoughts and comments from our community gardeners: 

From Fiamma & Jack: 

Hello fellow gardeners and LVCA residents, I'm Jack and 

my beautiful 11 year-old daughter is Fiamma. We have been 

in the community since 2005. This year, we took the leap of 

faith (as no "green" is to be found on our thumbs at all) and 

were blessed with Plot #19. In the main plot, we hope to 

grow some Vietnamese herbs (e.g., mint, Thai basil, Asian 

perilla, etc.). In the sub-plot, Fiamma will grow cucumber, 

watermelon, tomato, and wild flowers. 

I am cautiously optimistic that our hard work will show up at 

our dinner table. We'll see. 

What I am certain of, though, is that Fiamma and I are 

spending quality time together as we tend the garden. With 

the challenges that we all have gone through in the past few 

years, it is not lost on me how particularly difficult it has 

been on our young ones. Fiamma missed out on critical 

years of social development as she was confined to remote 

education. Yes, it is true that adversity can build character 

and resiliency for youth. However, my heart still aches every 

time I think that my children had to endure life so much 

more than I had to when I was their age. 

So...yes..."Hello!" As complete newbies, we look forward to 

meeting with you and learning from you at the Garden. 

  

 
Max and Larry in their garden! 
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The Psychology of Gardening, continued…. 

From Andra (tongue-in-cheek): 

Preparing the garden for a new planting season is quite often 

an arduous and ‘thyme’-consuming task. 

I ‘pro-seeded’ to find the best ways to rid my garden of the 

overgrown weeds, mainly through ‘trowel and error’, asking 

myself ‘what’s the ‘dill’’ with these pesky weeds?! 

‘Lettuce’ be thankful, I finally finished; planted a few seeds 

so I can go back to watching my favorite show – “Lawn & 

Order’ (dun dun)! 

 

From Clare and Debbie: 

Gardeners have found 2023 to bring teasing weather — a 

mild winter, then unusually warm in February, colder again 

most of March, then erratic in April shifting between hot, 

cool, warm, cool, and finally warm and pleasant so far in 

May. No late frosts, for which we, the early planters, were 

grateful. Summer crops are getting underway, with several 

beds of tomatoes, some peas, and various greens. More 

planting is ahead in May and June! Check out the knockout 

rose bushes in some of the beds; spectacular blooming! It’s 

wonderful to have the new water taps and water hookups 

throughout the year.

 

 

by Suzanne Holland; Volunteer, Hidden Oaks Nature Center 

Ask any preschooler what a frog says and you’ll hear 

“ribbit”. Actually, no frogs in our area croak “ribbit” as their 

signature tune. 

Only the males call for a mate and to establish their territory. 

Each of the 13 species of Fairfax County frogs calls for a 

mate with a singular tune and at a certain time of year. In 

March hundreds of wood frogs hatched from eggs in the 

pond outside of Hidden Oaks. The mating call sounds like 

laughing ducks! By August all that survive will have 

metamorphosed to a half-inch froglet, ready to hop off to a 

cozy home under the leaf litter. 

This is the second year the American toad did not jump over 

to our pond to lay stands of eggs. Typically they arrive in 

late March with a high pitched trill. The yellow spotted 

salamander was also a no show. Unlike their cousin 

amphibians, salamanders do not vocalize. Staff will continue 

to lay out the lily pad welcome mat next year. The largest 

frog in our community, the American bullfrog, indeed 

sounds more bovine than amphibian with its snore-like call. 

Bullfrog eggs from this year will become froglets after three 

years. All other of our species metamorphose by the end of 

summer. 

To hear, and often see froglets and their elders other than 

wood frogs, visit the pond at Eakin Park off of Prosperity 

Road, or the pond at Mason District Park on Columbia Pike. 

You should hear a call that sounds like rubbing a finger 

along an inflated balloon, which belongs to the pickerel frog, 

and the fingernail across the teeth of a comb sound of a 

leopard frog and the banjo string plucking tune of a green 

frog. 

Visit a local pond during both a dry and a wet summer night. 

Do your own experiment as to which climate brings out the 

courting frogs. Google frog calls to help you identify that 

night’s performers as you settle in for your summertime 

serenade!  

  

A Love Song Doubles as a Free Concert 

 
Green Frog; photo by Don Sweeney 

 
American Toad, photo by Suzanne Holland 

 
Wood Frog 
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Under the leadership of Executive Director Dr. Graham 

Elliott, who joined AYPO in 2014, the organization has 

established clarinet, flute and harp ensembles open to all 

youth in our region. AYPO also created a Junior Chamber 

Ensemble to extend the benefits of our acclaimed Chamber 

Ensemble program to younger musicians. Most recently, in 

response to a record number of students auditioning for our 

youth orchestras, AYPO added the American Youth 

Sinfonietta in 2021 and the American Youth Prelude 

Ensemble in 2022. The American Youth Sinfonietta is an 

intermediate string orchestra with percussion for students in 

grades 8 to 12. The American Youth Prelude Ensemble 

provides basic training and has enabled AYPO to serve 

students as young as age 7.  

In total, AYPO now offers 7 orchestras, 4 instrumental 

ensembles, 2 chamber ensembles, and a Summer String 

Academy. Tuition assistance is provided for all offerings. In 

addition, AYPO’s Music Buddies Mentorship Program 

enables economically disadvantaged elementary and middle 

school students from the City of Alexandria and Fairfax 

County to receive free, weekly music lessons from AYPO’s 

advanced high school musicians, under the direction of 

professional music educators. AYPO students serve 8,000 

people annually through their public performances at the 

region’s leading venues and community outreach concerts at 

public schools, senior centers, embassies and arts centers. 

More than 600 young musicians now take part in the 15 

programs offered by AYPO.   

Join the Yarn Yackers! 

The “Yarn Yackers”, a group of women who knit and 

crochet, would like to invite like-minded people to join us. 

We meet on Sundays from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m., either in person 

or on Zoom. If interested in joining us, contact Pat Grant 

by email at Patgrant992@yahoo.com or through Nextdoor. 

American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras, continued from page 1 
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Lafayette Village Parking Regulations… 

 

In the summer months, residents usually have more visitors, 

so I wanted to make sure that all residents were aware of the 

community parking regulations. These regulations protect 

residents and ensure that emergency vehicles can have 

access to various areas in the community if necessary. In 

summary, the following are included in the LVCA parking 

regulations: 

Reserved Spots - Only individuals 

who are residents of the townhouse 

to which the Reserved Spot is 

allocated, or guests who have been 

given permission by these residents, 

can park in these spaces. Anyone 

else parked in one of these spaces 

can be towed immediately. 

No Parking Areas - No one can 

park in these areas due to safety 

concerns. These areas need to be 

available for emergency vehicles. 

Anyone parked in these areas can be 

towed immediately. 

Visitors Spots - These are spots allocated for visitors of 

residents. Residents should not be parking in these Visitors 

Spots.  Also, one guest can only park in one of the Visitors 

Spots for up to 2 days, then the spot needs to be available for 

other guests. A number of our residents have visiting nurses 

or other visiting medical personnel and there need to be 

parking spaces available for these individuals. Anyone in 

violation of this policy will be given a ticket for the first 

violation and can be towed for the second violation. 

Contractors - Any contractors doing work on a resident’s 

property should park in the resident’s Reserved Parking 

Spaces. Contractors should not be parking in No Parking 

areas or double parking on community streets. 

 

Swimming Pool Parking Lot - During swimming pool 

hours, only residents using the swimming pool or the 

community garden can park in the swimming pool parking 

lot. Anyone in violation of this policy will be given a ticket 

for the first violation and can be towed for the second 

violation. The swimming pool hours are: 

SEASON: 

Saturday, May 27 through Monday, 

September 4 

HOURS: 

Weekdays:  May 30 - June 16 4:00 

p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Weekdays:  June 19 - August 18 

11:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Weekdays:  August 21 - Sept. 14:00 

p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

Weekends and Holidays:  11:00 a.m. 

until 8:00 p.m. 

Residents who have had their 

Parking Privileges Suspended - 

Residents who are not in good standing and have had their 

parking privileges suspended cannot park in their Reserved 

Spots. If they do, they will be given a ticket and towed 

immediately. If you have had your parking privileges 

suspended you need to contact Dale Edwards, 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com, to resolve the issue. 

The complete list of parking regulations can be found on the 

Lafayette Village website at the following URL:  

lafayettevillage.org/resources/governing-documents. Please 

take a few minutes to read these regulations. 

Thank You, 

Donna Jacobson, President 

  

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
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Hidden Oaks Nature Center and the land around it are part 

of the Accotink Stream Valley watershed. Two creeks 

converge by the water easement in the southwest portion of 

the park. The blue-blazed trail crosses an unnamed tributary 

referred to at Hidden Oaks as Bugg Creek. It’s named in 

honor of a former trail volunteer. The creek is officially 

unnamed because it generally does not flow year-round, 

tending to dry up in August. 

The creek that flows parallel to the ballfields is Coon 

Branch. After the streams merge, Coon Branch flows 

southwest under Rt. 495 (the Capital Beltway) and feeds 

Accotink Creek. That creek flows south, through Lake 

Accotink, and into the Accotink Bay. Together with Pohick 

Bay they form Gunston Cove, which feeds the Potomac 

River. 

Fairfax County’s Department of Public Works and 

Environmental Services is realigning a section of Coon 

Branch in Annandale Community Park below the ballfields. 

(This is NOT the stream behind Lafayette Village.) This 

multiyear project will improve the flow and vitality of the 

stream by restoring its sinuosity in the flood plain and 

reducing high water velocity and erosion. This will protect 

the homes along the streambank and the increasingly 

exposed sewer caps from damage. Ultimately the project 

will increase the natural vegetation for wildlife. Questions 

and concerns should be directed to DPWES’ Maintenance 

and Stormwater Management Branch at 703-877-2800. 

 

 

 

Farmers Market Comes to Mason District 

Park – Every Thursday, starting May 4, 2023, 

from 8 a.m. until noon, fresh produce, plants, and 

more await you at the Fairfax County Farmers 

Market at Mason District Park , 6621 Columbia 

Pike in Annandale. For a complete schedule of 

Farmer's Markets hosted by the Fairfax County 

Park Authority, call 703-642-0128; TTY 711 or 

visit 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets. 

Inova Hospitals Urgently Need Blood Donations – Recent 

increases in trauma cases are depleting blood supplies at 

Inova hospitals. The most-needed blood is Type-O for which 

currently there is less than a two-day supply. To make a 

blood donation, schedule an appointment online at 

www.inovablood.org, or call 866-256-6372. Donors also 

may walk-in to one of Inova's local donor centers. For a 

donor center near you, visit www.inovablood.org/donate-

blood/where-can-i-donate. Your blood donation may save 

someone's life. 

Voting for the Democratic Primary 

Election on June 20, 2023 - This summer, 

registered voters may vote early in-person at 

the Mason District Governmental Center, 

6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale, from June 

10-17, 2023, and at additional locations 

countywide. A complete schedule and voting 

locations, including the Fairfax County 

Government Center, 12000 Government 

Center Parkway in Fairfax, will be available this spring at 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/upcoming. Information 

about acceptable forms of identification is available online 

at www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/voterid. 

Information about voter registration, address updates, 

student absentee voting, overseas and active-duty military, is 

available at www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/voterid. 

Questions? Call the Fairfax County Office of Elections at 

703-222-0776; TTY 711, or send an e-mail to 

voting@fairfaxcounty.gov.  

Mason District news and information …. 

Coon Branch at Annandale Park Stream Restoration 
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Interior Decorator and Home Organizer:  I’m a 

professional organizer and interior decorator living 

in Lafayette Village. Let’s declutter and put some 

spark back in your home! We can start as a small 

project or the entire house to achieve results you 

will be proud of. If interested, please call me at 

703-217-4707 or email me at 

betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com for more 

information and to receive an estimate. 

 
 

 
A travel agent in our community to book your next 

Cruise or All Inclusive Vacation Package anywhere 

in the world. Please contact Pascasie Adedze at 

pascasie.adedze@cruiseplanners.com or visit 

passycruisevacation.com. 

 

Community Ads …. 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
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