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LVCA’s Monarch Butterfly Waystation!

By Anne Sansbury
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If you have an interest in finding out more

about the Waystation and the care it requires, please contact
Anne at asansbury@gicgroup.com. To find out more about
Monarchs in general, there are many, many websites with
lots of information. | look forward to hearing from you!

area

LVCA is looking for someone devoted to Monarchs and

their survival who would enjoy helping with the

Waystation. Perhaps someone with children who have
studied about Monarchs in school? Perhaps someone without
children who has more time to spend at the Waystation?
Perhaps someone with a really nice weed whacker!

Monarch
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Our Community Information....

LVCA Board Members

President — Donna Jacobson
Ivca.bod.president@gmail.com

Vice President — Adrian Sobie
adrian.sobie@gmail.com

Treasurer — John Alexander
jmalex14@msn.com

Secretary — Gina Keating
gina.keating@gmail.com

Director-at-Large — Dr. Julia Wray
drjuliawray@gmail.com

Committee Chairs

Architectural Control (Co-Chair) —
Peter Phipps
peter.j.phipps@gmail.com

Architectural Control (Co-Chair) —
Rick Jacobson
jacobsonr48409@gmail.com

Grounds — Mike Nutbrown
grounds@lafayettevillage.org

Finance — John Alexander
jmalex14@msn.com

Pool Contact — Rebecca Just
LVCApool@gmail.com

Recreation — Vacant

Communications — Donna Jacobson
Ivca.bod.president@gmail.com

Neighborhood Watch — Adrian Sobie
adrian.sobie@gmail.com

Website Manager
Brittany Dewberry
hello@lafayettevillage.org

Newsletter Editor
Cheryl Ryefield
newsletter@lafayettevillage.org

Sequoia Management Company
Dale Edwards
dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com
Phone: 703-803-9641
Fax: 703-968-0936

Patriot Disposal Services
www.patriotdisposalservices.com
Phone: 703-257-7100

Lafayette Village Community Events Calendar

Board Meetings — Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Location to
be announced.

ACC Meetings — Meeting location, date and time is to be determined. If interested in
attending contact Peter Phipps at peter.j.phipps@gmail.com or Rick Jacobson at
jacobsonr48409@gmail.com.

Grounds Committee — Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at 7920 Brunswick Forest Pass.

Finance Committee — Meetings are held at 7900 Peyton Forest Trail. Date and time
is to be determined. If interested in attending contact John Alexander at
jmalex14@msn.com.

Neighborhood Watch — TBD

Fairfax Federation — Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden Dr., Fairfax.

All residents, including renters, are invited to attend scheduled meetings.

As we continue to navigate the challenging situation related to Coronavirus Disease
(COVID-19) that is touching the lives of so many, we appreciate our community’s
continued patience, understanding and support. Due to these concerns, dates and
times indicated in this newsletter may be subject to change.

Thanks those who contributed to this issue of our newsletter:

Donna Jacobson, Adrian Sobie, Rick Jacobson, Mike Nutbrown, Anne Sansbury,
Suzanne Holland, Carl Iddings, Brittany Dewberry and those who submitted
articles and ads.

NO PLASTIC BAGS IN THE RECYCLING CART

Collecting recyclables in a bag? Empty the
contents into the cart.

Return plastic bags to retailers.

Fairfax, Falrfax County Solid Waste
Management Program

fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash
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A Note from the President...

Hi, Everyone,

It’s hard to believe that summer is coming to an end and that
we are heading into September. The Board of Directors is
preparing for our Annual Meeting, which will be held on
Tuesday, October 18th at 7:00 p.m. The Annual Meeting
is going to be held virtually again this year, due to the
increase in covid-19 cases which we have experienced.
Every homeowner will be receiving more information in the
future concerning the Annual Meeting, both through the mail
and through the LVCA Email List. Every home owner who
either attends the meeting or turns in a proxy will have a
chance to win 1 quarter of free HOA dues. All residents are
allowed to attend the Annual Meeting, but only homeowners
can vote or be eligible to win the drawing.

This year there are two positions on the Board for which
homeowners will be voting and | am happy to announce that
both John Alexander, Treasurer and Gina Keating,
Secretary will be running again this year to serve in these
two positions. Plus, homeowners can also write in another
candidate if they would like. You can find the 2022 Proxy
Form on page 16 of this newsletter, plus Proxy Forms will
also be sent out at a later date to all homeowners. Completed
proxies should be emailed to Donna Jacobson at
LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com by Thursday, October
13th or can be mailed to the address below.

Donna Jacobson
7865 Newport Glen Pass
Annandale, VA 22003

All homeowners’ proxies, received by the deadline of
Thursday, October 13th, will be entered into the drawing
for the 1 quarter of free HOA dues.

Tree Study: | would also like to draw attention to work that
the Grounds Committee is doing. Mike Nutbrown is in the
process of contracting with Sav-A-Tree for a tree study of
the community trees. As many of you know, we have had
quite a few trees damaged due to storms over the last year.
Mike plans to have the community trees accessed so that the
Grounds Committee can better manage the trees; removing
ones that are deemed unhealthy and discovering better
varieties of trees to plant in the community.
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Donna Jacobson, President
LVCA Board of Directors

Sav-A-Tree has stated that residents can also contract with
them individually, if they would like to have the trees on
their property accessed. You can find out more information
about this on page 5 under the Grounds Committee report.

LVCA Contact Information: Finally, I would like to
remind all residents that Lafayette Village has a LVCA
Resident Email List that is used to send out information to
the community. Both homeowners and tenants can join the
LVCA Email List. All residents should join, in order to stay
abreast of community issues. The LVCA Resident Email
List is kept confidential and is only used by the President, or
Board of Directors, for Association business. If you would
like to join the LVCA Resident Email List, please send your
email to LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com.

Also, Lafayette Village is a member of Nextdoor, the social
media site for communities in our area. You can find out
more about Nextdoor, including how to join, at
www.Nextdoor.com. | encourage all residents to join both
the LVCA Resident Email List and Nextdoor.

I hope to see as many of you as possible at the virtual
Annual Meeting on Tuesday, October 18th. Also please
remember, if you are a homeowner, complete your proxy
when you receive it and send it to Donna Jacobson by
Thursday, October 13th, in order to be entered in the
drawing for 1 quarter of free HOA dues.

Take Care,
Donna Jacobson
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Committee Updates ....

Architectural Control Committee (ACC) — Peter Phipps & Rick Jacobson, Co-Chairs

TRASH & RECYCLING:

Please remember to dispose of your trash and
recycling correctly in order to keep our
community attractive and to prevent wild
animals from getting into the trash.

Trash is picked up by Patriot Disposal —
Services on Mondays and Thursdays and should NOT be
placed out for pick up before Sunday evening and
Wednesday evening. Trash should always be bagged
properly using heavy plastic bags or hard sided trashcans
with lids. Do not use grocery bags or shopping bags for
trash. Crows and other animals have a tendency to get into
these types of bags and scatter the contents. This makes our
streets unsightly and unsanitary.

Patriot will only pick up boxes on Wednesday, our scheduled
recycling pickup day. Please DO NOT place boxes out with
the normal household trash.

If you have an item to throw away and you are not sure if
Patriot will pick it up with the scheduled household trash
pickup, please call Patriot at 703-257-7100 and talk with
them BEFORE placing the item out for pickup.

If you do place an item out for pickup and Patriot does not
remove it, please bring that item back to your backyard or
garage until other arrangements can be made.

Recycling is picked up on Wednesdays and should NOT be
placed out for pick up before Tuesday evening. Recycling
should be placed out in recycling bins or paper bags.
Recycling that is placed out in plastic bags cannot be
recycled due to the recycling process. Unfortunately
recycling placed out in plastic bags is just thrown in with the
trash. If you do not have a recycling bin, you can get one
from Patriot by contacting them at 703-257-7100 or you can
purchase your own recycling bin at places like Home Depot
and Loews.

Both trash cans and recycling bins need to be brought back
into your backyard, house or garage the evening that the trash

Type Pick Up Day

Trash Monday Not before:
Recycling Wednesday  Not before:

Trash Thursday Not before:
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Put Out Time

or recycling is collected. If kept outside,
trash cans and recycling bins should be kept
in your backyard and not be left outside of
your fence or in your driveway.

VIOLATIONS:

In order to keep Lafayette Village clean and
desirable, violation letters can be sent out throughout the year
for violations of the ACC Guidelines. If you receive a
violation letter you are required to fix the violation within 30
days. If you have any questions concerning your letter, or if
you are having problems getting your violations repaired,
please contact Dale Edwards at
dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. Residents who don’t fix their
violations can be called before the Board for a hearing.

EXTERIOR IMPROVEMENTS:

ACC Approval is required before any Exterior
Improvement is made to any townhouse or detached
house. This includes, but is not limited to new roofs, new
siding, new windows, new shutters, new doors (front or
back), new decks, new fences, installing solar panels,
changing paint colors, replacing front yard trees, and so on.
Many contractors know that Lafayette Village is governed by
ACC Guidelines and will insist that you provide them written
ACC approval before they will start work. Work performed
without or before approval is received, may have to be
redone. Rework is expensive and well worth avoiding.

If you are not sure if your change requires ACC Approval,
feel free to contact the ACC Co-Chairs: Pete Phipps at
Peter.J.Phipps@gmail.com and Rick Jacobson at
jacobsonr48409@gmail.com. The ACC is always willing to
work with residents to resolve questions or issues. The
ACC’s goal is to make the Approval process as painless and
straight forward as possible.

For reference, the full ACC Guidelines and ACC Request
forms are available on the LVCA website at:
lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-
committee-documents.

Put Cans/Bins Away

6pm or Dusk Sun. Monday Evening
6pm or Dusk Tue.

6pm or Dusk Wed.

Wednesday Evening
Thursday Evening

Page 4

Look for updated information on www.lafayettevillage.org and Nextdoor


about:blank
about:blank
mailto:dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com
mailto:Peter.J.Phipps@gmail.com
mailto:jacobsonr48409@gmail.com
https://lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-committee-documents/
https://lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-committee-documents/

Committee Updates, continued ....

Grounds Committee — Mike Nutbrown, Chair

TREES! Plenty of activity in the tree realm these days.
We had quite a storm in early August that brought down
some large trees and limbs in the neighborhood.
Trammell Court was hit especially hard with several large
trees down — one likely struck by lightning. In related
news, we’ve been working to get an ISA Certified
Arborist to do a tree risk assessment and condition report
of all of the trees in common areas. This will give us a
tree management plan to follow over the next several
years ranked by risk to people and property and give
recommendations for replacements. I’m happy to report
we have signed an agreement with a local SavATree
consultant to begin the task in early September. In other
tree news, the Deodar Cedar we planted for Earth/Arbor
day in 2019 stopped taking in water and was not able to
recover.

If any residents are interested in having their private trees
assessed, you can reach out directly to Daniel Bunner of
SavATree Consulting Group at dbunner@savatree.com.
They will need individual accounts and proposals for each
resident, but if they can group resident work together the
pricing should be better. They gave a ballpark cost per
property of $700 which assumed 2-3 trees per property. If
you’re interested, please reach out to Daniel directly and
let them know you’re in Lafayette Village so they can try
to group folks.

Several parking signs in the community have faded
significantly and the current ones were not properly
reflective. We’re looking to replace those in the coming
months.

Shenandoah Landscaping completed a few very minor
erosion projects. They shored up the trash can at the top
of the Yorktown Village Pass steps leading to Trammell
Road and reset the stone and walkway behind 7819-7823
Butterfield Lane. We need to touch up some of the work
from last year’s erosion project between Byrds Nest Pass
and Mt Airey Lane which has settled more than expected
and is likely to degrade quickly if not addressed.

We have quotes to resurface the basketball and
multipurpose courts, but they only plan to add surface on
top and not mill any of the existing surface. This will save
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A broken pine branch on Lafayette Village Drive
resulting from a recent storm.

cost in the short term, but could mean a shorter life before
we begin to see cracks again. Unfortunately the
companies we have quotes from do not believe they can
get the heavy and large milling equipment to the court
which is why they are not quoting to mill though they did
propose milling in 2018 when we last made an attempt at
this project. This project is still on hold pending a
decision to move forward without milling.

The retaining wall project is moving forward. We signed
a contract with Dominion Surveyors to perform retaining
wall location and topographical survey, corner
monumentation, and point-on-line markings along our
borders with the park property. We need to be sure of
property lines to protect the interest of the community
when we build the replacement walls.

The committee is working with a specialist to eradicate
the bamboo growing behind Byrds Nest Pass. We need to
get Miss Utility to mark the area so they know what
they’re dealing with before we can get a final cost
estimate. | hope to be able to eliminate the bamboo for
good this time. Previous attempts have been unsuccessful.

Please reach out if you'd like to join the grounds
committee or would like to attend a virtual meeting.
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Committee Updates, continued ....

Neighborhood Watch Committee —
Adrian Sobie, Chair

National Night Out was a huge success, thanks in large part
to the number of neighbors who showed up. From the
deputies of Fairfax Sheriff's Department, to Russell manning
the grill, neighbors came together and had a good time. I'd
like to thank everyone involved.

I want to pass along a few Neighborhood Watch tips to
always keep in mind.

o Make sure your home is well lit. Turn on outside lights,
spotlights, motion lights, etc. Leave several lights on
timers while you are away to give your home that lived
in look.

o Keep all shrubbery trimmed. Do not allow shrubbery to
conceal windows or doors.

e Remove anything a burglar could climb up on to gain
entry or use to knock out a window or door; items such
as ladders, tools, tables, and chairs.

e Don’t leave garage roll down doors open, even while
you are home or while you are doing yard work.

e Use a deadbolt lock to secure your doors. A good
deadbolt should have a 1” throw, if you have glass
within 40 of the lock a burglar could reach in and
unlock the door. A double cylinder lock (this type needs
a key on both sides to unlock) should be used if glass is
near the lock.

o If you are going away contact a trusted neighbor or
friend to pick up your mail, newspaper and other
delivered items.

e Don’t advertise new gifts or purchases. Break up cartons
before leaving them at the curb or dispose of them
another way instead of with the morning trash/recycling.

e Don’t open your door to strangers. Be wary of solicitors
and salespersons. If a stranger asks to use your
telephone, tell them to stay outside, lock the door behind
you and make the call for them. Never let a stranger
inside your home.

e Don’t give any information about yourself or your
neighbor to a stranger.

In July, Fairfax County implemented the new nationwide 9-
8-8 phone number to call when you, or someone you know,
may be experiencing a mental health crisis, especially

suicide or suicide ideation. You can call or text 9-8-8 nearly
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anywhere in the United States and be connected directly to
support for local behavioral health assistance. The 9-8-8
number supplements existing emergency behavioral health
services in Fairfax County, including mobile crisis units,
walk-in emergency services, and substance use and detox
programs. Find out more about these services at the Fairfax-
Falls Church Community Services Board website
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/community-services-
board/services/emergency-crisis, or call 703-573-5679.

Thanks for reading, and don't ever hesitate to reach out to
me at adrian.sobie@gmail.com, if you have any questions or
would like more info on becoming a member of The Watch.
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Meet Our Neighbors ....

If you have ever visited our website or enjoyed

reading our newsletter then you have been touched
by Brittany Dewberry’s generous nature! Brittany,

who has lived in Lafayette Village since 2016,

volunteers her time not only to projects in Lafayette
Village but to the wider community as well. She was
kind enough to share her thoughts about the benefits

she finds in volunteering.

How did you get involved in volunteering with Lafayette

Village and our website?

After moving in, | was learning more about our
neighborhood and how I could contribute to it and meet

some people. When | heard a website developer was needed,

it seemed like the perfect fit for me since I'm in marketing
and enjoy designing and managing websites.

What other volunteer work do you do?

I loveeee doing volunteer work, and have done a lot of
miscellaneous projects over the years. However, the two
non-profits I'm most involved with are Northern Virginia
Family Services, which provides programs for poverty
alleviation in our area, and International Rescue Committee
(IRC), which handles humanitarian crises around the world
and refugee resettlement in the U.S. | am the President of a
local group of young professionals that supports our local
IRC office through education, volunteering, advocacy and
fundraising events.

What motivates your volunteer work?

Sure, | could sit around and watch Netflix, and don't get me
wrong... | definitely do! I also have an LVCA Garden Plot
and a lot of hobbies. But I find volunteering to be the most
meaningful way to spend my time — it makes my life feel
more fulfilling. | love helping others in just about any way |
can.

What do you most want to learn from your volunteering
experience?

I want to learn about the life experiences of others — from

around the world but also from our very own neighborhood.

Everyone has different passions, stories, struggles, lessons
learned.... I love learning from and connecting with others.
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Brittany Dewberry, LVCA'’s website manager,
finds fulfillment in giving back.

How do you use your existing skills? Have you learned
new skills as a result of your volunteer efforts?

Volunteering has helped me grow in a lot of different ways.
As a full-time marketer, | get extra practice outside my
normal company with website design, communications,
social media management, event organization, mobilizing
others, business development, leadership, and so much more.

Do you work independently or collaboratively?

I enjoy and do both! But | prefer working with a team
because we can brainstorm more and better ideas; we have
more skills and interests to tap into, and can overall make a
bigger impact. But it's also important to me to not WAIT for
others to be ready to take action... if someone is not
interested in volunteering with me on a certain project, | will
go solo!

How do you budget your time?

Since | am very inspired to work on my volunteer projects,
they feel like my hobbies, not work. So that makes it a lot
easier to "budget" my volunteer time. | dedicate a couple
hours a week to volunteering, but if I skip some weeks
because I'm too busy or too tired, I cut myself a break and
try not to be so hard on myself.
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Meet Our Neighbors, continued ....

Can you share any stories about your volunteer
experiences?

One of my favorite volunteer events was holding a First
Thanksgiving for refugees and asylees coming in through
IRC's resettlement program. The participants had been in the
U.S. for under a year, so my volunteer group, in partnership
with IRC Silver Spring, held a potluck Thanksgiving meal
for everyone! I'm a hugeee foodie, so | loved getting to share
some of my favorite foods from my favorite holiday, and
getting to meet a whole bunch of wonderful new neighbors
to the DC-metro area. We had games for the kids and a tree
with construction paper leaves where people could write
something they're grateful for to post for everyone to see. It
was really special and a big hit, so we now do it every year. prampete ame 2R
Other IRC events we've held are a pupusa cooking class
fundraiser led by a local chef, a winter clothes drive that
many LV CA neighbors participated in (1), an apartment
setup for an incoming family of 5 with donated and
purchased furniture and household supplies (also thanks to
some LVVCA neighbors for donations!), and volunteering at
the One Journey festival on the National Cathedral lawn
every June... look it up, it's an amazing event!

IRC volunteers at the One Journey festival.

What would you like to tell our neighbors about
volunteering?

If you're interested in volunteering but haven't started, put
some careful thought into (1) what causes are most
important to you (2) what skills you already have to
contribute and (3) how you'd most like to get involved. It
can take time to reach out to organizations and find the
perfect fit (for example, can you volunteer during the
workday, or weekends only?). But it'll be worth it. It's truly
wonderful to help others, feel the sense of community, and
who doesn't want to live a deeper, more meaningful life?!

First Thanksgiving for refugees and asylees
coming in through IRC's resettlement program.
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News from Hidden Oaks Nature Center

by Suzanne Holland; Visitor Services Manager, Hidden Oaks/Fairfax County Park Authority

The Dog Days of summer are still upon us although the
promise of autumn’s cooler temperatures is not too far off. If
you are in need of a smile, search online for Fairfax County
Park Authority | Our Stories and Perspectives
(ourstoriesandperspectives.com/author/fairfaxcountyparks)
for Dog Day fun facts and a
happy dog getting relief from
the summer heat at Hidden
Oaks. Look at the outdoor
kiosk for other 4-footed Furry
Friends from Lafayette
Village!

Now that Hidden Oaks is fully
open, there is a lot to do both
inside and outside. If you have
not had the opportunity to
come to the renovated center,
you have several surprises in
store. Outside you can enjoy a Storybook Trail in three
languages between the Packard Center parking lot and
Hidden Oaks. Later this fall, the cousins, chipmunk and
squirrel, will highlight their winter plan preparations.
Around the Old Oak Trail, next to Hidden Oaks, you can
scan either a Spanish or English QR code at multiple stops to
learn about different strategies for animals raising their
young. Stroll over to Nature Playce and see how intent kids
are to pump the water into the waterscape. Many young
muscles are getting a workout!

Mother Nature decided she did not like the new worm wood
style fence and dropped a tree on it during an August storm!
The fencing will be rebuilt and will incorporate the large
trunk. In September, artist Andrew Mallon will unveil a new
chain saw-carved gate to Nature Playce. We thank the
Rotary Club of Bailey’s Crossroads for their generous
sponsorship in creating more art in the park featuring more
native wildlife. Check out the alcove area between the
indoor walkway and the new buildings beyond the new
pond. This fall we will showcase a mural featuring the
animals that left their “tracks” along the ADA sidewalk
surrounding the pond and new sidewalks.

Monarch butterflies

From August through mid-October, monarch butterflies
from as far north as Toronto, Canada wing their way south
on the eastern side of the Rocky Mountains to a small
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mountainous region in Mexico. There they overwinter. This
migrating generation can live six - eight months while this
year’s four earlier generations live only four - six weeks.
The migrating group is physiologically different from their
parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents, as this
generation cannot mate until
late next February.

Staff at Hidden Oaks has
participated in a tagging and
release program through
Monarch Watch, a citizen
science program, since 1996.
Finding monarchs to tag has
become increasingly difficult.
The site offers programs but, on
some occasions, no monarchs
are available to tag.

The monarch butterfly serves as an ambassador for
pollinator species. Its charisma endears this species to young
and old. It is attractive, large but slow in flight, causes no
damage and takes center stage with Fairfax County Public
Schools for the second-graders classwork on animal growth
and change. Monarchs are a wonderful blend of natural and
cultural history with their record setting migration between
Canada, the U.S. and Mexico. Seven states honor the
monarch as their state insect.

Eastern monarch butterfly populations have dropped
precipitously. The reasons are varied but include changes in
agribusiness that enables corn fields to be sprayed with
insecticide, reduction of overwintering areas, loss of habitat
for milkweed and nectar plants, and climate change with the
challenges of drought, storms and wildfires.

That is a lot for a butterfly to handle but people can make a
natural difference. Monarch caterpillar eggs are laid on
milkweed, for this is the only plant a monarch caterpillar can
eat. Common milkweed, Asclepias syriaca, is the best choice
for it provides the largest plant and leaf for the young to
grow. One female monarch can lay 700 eggs and each
caterpillar needs about 18 inches of plant material to eat to
grow properly. Obviously most do not survive to become an
adult but milkweed is a limiting factor. There are more
species of milkweed that “behave” better in a garden setting,
including butterfly weed, swamp milkweed, all in the genus
Asclepias. Find out more from this Plant Milkweed for
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News from Hidden Oaks, continued ....

Monarchs Fact Sheet:
(monarchjointventure.org/images/uploads/documents/Milkw
eedFactSheetUpdatedFINAL.pdf)

Even with efforts to provide host and nectar plants, and a
dish of water on the side, do not plan on seeing many
monarchs cruising through your yard. We are not in a high
traffic flight path. To look for a larger number of migrating
monarchs, plan on searching the skies around Sept 24 at
Point Lookout State Park, Maryland, Cape May, NJ. or the
Eastern Shore of Virginia National Wildlife Refuge.

When you plant for monarchs, you will get visitors of many
species including our more common species such as

swallowtails and red-spotted purple butterflies. You’ll also
receive a hardy, though not audible, thank you from many
other pollinators.

Come to Hidden Oaks to see monarch butterflies that we
have reared for release. Register for one of our tagging
programs. We can all make a difference in contributing to a
better environment by planting native plants, especially for
pollinators. Whether it is in the Dog Days of summer or the
nippy air of autumn, creating backyard habitats is one way to
make the world a better place. Need tips? Contact me,
Suzanne.holland@fairfaxcounty.gov, or at Hidden Oaks to
how to get started!

Celebrate our Children and Students at the
2022 Avnandale Parade

After this long hiatus of group activities, we are pleased to announce that the ANNANDALE
PARADE is going to be celebrated this year and you are cordially invited to participate. The
Annual Parade has been a favorite tradition since 1950. It promotes community involvement and
neighborhood camaraderie while celebrating the rich diversity of Annandale. This year it will be
held on Saturday, October 22, 2022 from 10 a.m. to Noon along Columbia Pike.

Registration forms are available at the link below and are due no later than October 12, 2022;
Questions and Information: www.annandalechamber.com/theannandaleparade or
info@annandalechamber.com. Entry is free to all Non-Profits, Schools, Scouts, Classic Cars,

Chamber Members, and Sponsors.

Looking forward to your participation, The Annandale Chamber of Commerce
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Introducing Our Gardeners!

Compiled by Anne Sansbury, LVCA’s Garden Sage
Andra:

I planted corn in the “corn”er of my garden this summer.
The crop was as bad as the pun. ©

| had the greatest success with a small yellow heirloom
tomato plant my neighbor gave me for feeding her hamster
while she was away. A friend of hers started the plant from
seed and the plant produced much better than the ones |
bought at the local garden center.

As for weeding, | usually did that in the mornings when the
weeds were damp and thought thistle dew (this’ll do!).
[There she is, joking around again!]

Annie:

I usually grow a lot of vegetables in my garden. This year |
tried eggplants for the first time, and they were a success. |
didn't get too many, but the ones I harvested were very good.

| also wanted to introduce perilla leaves to the community.
They are very easy plants to grow and grow like weeds.
They have a flavor profile similar to basil but are bigger
leaves so you can either chop them up in salads or use them
instead of lettuce to wrap protein and consume. They are a
perfect complement to any meat and barbecue. If any of the
gardeners want to try tasting or growing perilla leaves next
season, please let me know!

[Perilla is a genus consisting of one major Asiatic crop
species Perilla frutescens and a few wild species in nature
belonging to the mint family, Lamiaceae. The genus
encompasses several distinct varieties of Asian herb, seed,
and vegetable crop. You can buy the seeds on amazon.com.]

Tracy:

| enjoy the opportunity to grow some of my own vegetables,

something | have done as a hobby throughout my life. | was

pleasantly surprised when we moved here five years ago that
| could continue doing that in the community garden. Here is
one of my stories from this year's garden ...

This year, | am watching my beans spread and grow
amazingly tall. The first row | planted initially covered about
two thirds of the length of the garden, but it has now spread
in all directions to take up close to half the garden and
merged with a second shorter row, growing up my tomato
cages and tomato stakes. These are bush beans but the
weather this year has enabled them to grow up and out in
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every direction. | have picked quite a few beans from that
row, but mostly in June and early July before the plants
started sending out lots of new shoots. The question is
whether the massive plants, which are now full of blooms,
will produce a large number of additional beans. | had a
similar experience with beans spreading and climbing over
my tomato cages two years ago and | picked lots of beans
that year, many of them toward the end of the summer.

Katharine:
Growing Kindness

Last year my ten year old daughter wrote a piece about the
community garden. She said, “In a garden you not only grow
food, you grow kindness.” Lately I’ve been reflecting on
how our neighborhood’s community garden has grown
kindness in my life.

I’ve participated in LVCA’s community garden since its
inception. Over the years it has connected me with neighbors
in delightful ways. When | was pregnant and it was difficult
to bend over, people helped me weed. Fellow gardeners once
shared horseradish roots with me and | now enjoy fresh
horseradish each summer. My eight year old loves eating
fresh chocolate mint and chives straight off the plants
because other gardeners shared it with him. In turn, I’ve
been able to share the excess of my garden’s flowers, beans,
herbs, or tomatoes. It is fun to share what earth has
generously produced for you. These are just a few examples
of how kindness is grown in a community garden.

The discipline of giving and receiving help is becoming a
lost art form. The community garden is ripe with
opportunities to practice. So if you don’t know a community
gardener, try to meet one and learn about their garden! You
never know what type of kindness might be grown - in your
life or theirs.

Page 11

Look for updated information on www.lafayettevillage.org and Nextdoor


http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
https://www.amazon.com/

Fairfax County’s Parking Reimagined Initiative ....

by Donna Jacobson

The County staff is working on an amendment to the Zoning
Ordinance to reduce parking requirements across the County
for new developments and for developments being
renovated. You can read more about the initiative at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-
ordinance/parking-reimagined.

The amendment is currently in the work group phase and the
final proposed amendment should be out for public review
later in the Autumn. As part of the work group phase,
County staff is working with the Planning Commission Land
Use Policy Committee and the Board of Supervisor Land
Use Policy Committee to produce the final proposed
amendment.

There are a number of issues which I think residents should
have concerns about in this initiative. One of those issues is
that even though the amendment will reduce required
parking for new and renovated developments, the County
does not want to pair that reduction with a required increase
in green spaces/trees. If that is the case, there will not be an
environmental benefit to the reduction in parking.

The benefits of having green spaces/trees in developments
are many, including the following:

« Assist in managing storm water runoff.

« Assist in improving air and water quality.

« Assist in mitigating heat islands.

« Assist in improving the quality of life for residents.

A few of the Planning Commissioners and the Board of
Supervisors approve of pairing the reduction in parking to an
additional increase in green spaces/trees, however, they have
stated that it will probably take a significant amount of input
from residents to persuade the County to move in that
direction.

In regards to Lafayette Village, this new amendment will
affect us if the area at the corner of Hummer Road and Little
River Turnpike ever gets renovated. Under this proposed
amendment, a new development at this location will be
eligible for a 20% reduction in parking requirements and
will not be required to install additional green spaces/trees
for residents to enjoy and to benefit the environment. There
will just be a reduction in parking requirements coupled with
an increase in density.

If you are concerned about this issue, please email the
Planning Commissioners and the Board of Supervisors. It
would be good to write now, while the amendment is still in
the work group phase and there is the possibility to influence
its content.

You can email the Planning Commissioners at
Plancom@fairfaxcounty.gov and ask that your email be
distributed to all Planning Commissioners.

You can email the Board of Supervisors at
ClerktotheBOS@fairfaxcounty.gov and ask that your email
be distributed to all Supervisors.

If you have any questions on this issue, please feel free to
contact me.

newsletter content!

your suggestions to
newsletter@lafayettevillage.org.

Looking for reader suggestions for

We'd like your feedback! What topics would
you like to see in future issues? How can we
make this publication even better? Email

Lafayette Village Community Newsletter — September 6, 2022

Page 12

Look for updated information on www.lafayettevillage.org and Nextdoor


about:blank
about:blank
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/parking-reimagined
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/parking-reimagined
mailto:Plancom@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:ClerktotheBOS@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:newsletter@lafayettevillage.org

The situation
has changed.

The Housing Market is Shifting!!

By Jocelyn Porteria, Realtor

Hello there!! You may be wondering why you haven’t had
any offers since you put your home on the market almost a
month ago! Your neighbors sold their home a few months
ago and received multiple offers for higher than the asking
price. What is wrong with my property, you wonder? Well,
it’s not just you or your property; the market has shifted.

The housing market spiked in value during COVID. There
were hardly any inventories and buyers came off the fence as
interest rates were historically low, 2% - 3% (depending on
the programs and length of the loan). This is an example of
the economic law of supply and demand ... less supply and
more demand. From 2020 until June this year homes were
sold for 10% or more than the asking price with no
contingencies at all. This is because all buyers wanted to
present their best offers to win a ratified contract. It was
definitely a seller’s market. That is not the case anymore in
most areas. Since the end of June it has shifted to buyer’s
market. There were some homeowners waiting to get top
dollar from their homes and decided to wait instead of taking
advantage of an already hot market.

They’d waited for 13 years since the market crashed in
2007! The interest rate nowadays is close to 6%!! Buyers are
deciding not to buy and to wait for the interest rates to go
down again. It will not happen soon. It may take years
before it goes down. Now sellers are stuck and have started
reducing their sales price and are providing closing costs
especially when they really need to sell.

The good news is although the market is not hot anymore,
value is still good in our area. There are no more multiple
offers but value is still good. Sellers must be flexible on their
terms and with the credits buyers may ask for. On the other
hand, it is a good time to buy. Although interest rates are
higher, you have more leverage compared to the last couple
of years when you could not even ask for closing costs or a
home inspection. Interest rates are volatile and once they go
lower you can always refinance. Do not hold off in buying
or selling your homes right now as the market is balanced as
of this time. Sell your home while the market is still good to
secure your equity instead of losing it in the end.

Jocelyn has been our neighbor in Lafayette Village since 2004 and knows the market so well in our
neighborhood. She was featured in Top Agent Magazine in 2021 and has 5-star review status on Zillow. For
any housing consultations, contact her at 571-432-8335 or email at porteriaproperties2021@gmail.com.

The finnandalg Parade

Saturday, October 22, 2022

WATCH THE FUN
or ENTER YOUR GROUP

Columbia Pike
www.annandalechamber.com
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What to do if
traffic signals
are not operating.

If No Signal Lights
Treat intersection as
a four-way stop.

If Flashing Yellow
Proceed with caution
through intersection.

If Flashing Red
Treat as a stop sign.
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Mason District news and information ....

Vietnamese and Korean Speakers Needed as
Election Officers for the 2022 Elections —
The Fairfax County Office of Elections needs
additional bilingual election officers to assist
voters for the General Election to be held on
Tuesday, November 8, 2022 and for future
elections. Specifically, individuals who speak
Vietnamese and English fluently, or Korean
and English fluently, are needed to serve in Annandale,
Centreville, Chantilly, and Falls Church. To serve, please
apply at https://www.vote4fairfax.com/apply (please
indicate whether you speak Vietnamese or Korean).
Bilingual election officers will perform all regular election
officer duties, including assisting most voters in English, but
will be assigned to precincts with a significant number of
voters who primarily may speak Vietnamese or Korean.
Information about becoming a language officer is available
at training.electionofficers.com/language-officers.
Applicants must be registered Virginia voters and must
complete a short oral language skills assessment.
Compensation begins at $175, and training is provided
online and in-person for new officers. For more information,
visit https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/officers/new-
officers.

VRE Announces Fare-Free September System wide! —
Virginia Railway Express (VRE) passengers will ride free
during September, and between certain stations in Northern
Virginia and the District of Columbia during October
(between Fare Zones 1, 2, and 3), following a vote of the
VRE Operations Board in July. The decision to suspend
fares makes VRE a viable option for Metrorail riders during
the closure of Blue and Yellow Line stations south of
Reagan National Airport, which begin September 10, 2022.
VRE welcomes full-size bicycles on all trains, parking is
free at most VRE stations, and WMATA is considering free
parking at the Franconia-Springfield parking garage for the
duration of that station's closure. For more information, visit
https://www.vre.org.

Election Day Participation Program for
High School Students — Are you at least 16

years old, live in Virginia, and actively enrolled
in high school? Would you like to learn more
about the electoral process and earn service-
learning hours that can be applied towards the
Seal of Excellence in Civics Education?

The Office of Elections is offering you the
opportunity to serve inside a Fairfax County polling place as
an election page for the upcoming November election.

We also encourage students fluent in a second language to
apply.

More information can be found at
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/high-school-
student-program and the application can be found at:
http://form.jotform.com/FairfaxElections/hs-page-
application

Fairfax County Public Library’s Branch Out magazine
(www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branch-out) -- is designed to
help our community members make the most of library
resources and services. Each issue of the quarterly
publication explores new, unique and engaging aspects of
library technology, collections, databases, activities and
more. Get inspired to branch out in your experience of the
library beyond just books and events — there’s so much
more to discover. Print copies of Branch Out magazine can
be found in library branches and other public Fairfax County
Government locations throughout the county

Party at the landfill! Everyone is invited to a party at noon
on October 27 at the 1-66 transfer station in Fairfax to
celebrate the installation of a pollinator meadow on top of
the landfill. A pilot plot will be seeded this fall and more in
the spring. Details and registration here
https://www.sustainabilitymatters.earth/events/fairfax1022.

Call or Text

988 LiFELINE
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Community Ads ....

Interior Decorator and Home Organizer: I’'ma
professional organizer and interior decorator living
in Lafayette Village. Let’s declutter and put some
spark back in your home! We can start as a small
project or the entire house to achieve results you
will be proud of. If interested, please call me at
703-217-4707 or email me at
betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com for more
information and to receive an estimate.

refreshedspacesdesigns.com

Contact me today
for refinancing options!

guarantee(m

Mark Kilkeary
VP of Mortgage Lending

C:(703) 943-7662
O: (703) 382-1855 Mark.Kilkeary@rate.com

211 North Union Street, Suite 240
Alexandria, VA 22314

Rate.com/MarkKilkeary

wousma Lxoen Mark Kilkeary NMLS ID:195546; DC - MLO195546, VA- MLO-2677VA
NMLS 1D #2611 (Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System www.nmisconsumeraccess.org) » OC - Lic #MLB2611 « VA - Guaranteed Rate, Inc. - Licensed by
Virginia State Corporation Commission, License # MC-3769

Interior Painting: Contact Mark Rhodes,
Lafayette Village resident and a skilled interior
painter, for free estimates. Call or text Mark at
571-236-5634. Landline is 703-560-8329.
Recommendations can be found on Nextdoor.

11 NOVA Estate Planning

NOVA Estate Planning, PLLC is offering a free
initial consultation to any neighbors interested
in establishing or updating their estate planning
documents, including trusts, wills, powers of
attorney, medical directives, special needs
accommodations, and more advanced types of
planning. Become educated on the types of
planning available to you that will best suit the
needs and goals of you and your loved ones and
create lasting peace of mind. Consultations are
zero obligation and should take approximately
60-75 minutes. During COVID we are offering
both home and virtual appointments.

571-800-1545 / jcox@novaep.com / novaep.com
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CRUISE ¥ PLANNERS

A travel agent in our community to book your next
Cruise or All Inclusive Vacation Package anywhere
in the world. Please contact Pascasie Adedze at
pascasie.adedze@cruiseplanners.com or visit
passycruisevacation.com.

T am not

just your

“YNEIGHBOR
¢ 1 am your,,
REALTOR"

- Jocelyn l’m'lcrlu

Contact me now

ZZillow
:Ool;:uTtRGEtfon b o fodofed /7~/J»y |Am|AxmAnv

\"The market has shifted since July.
The sales price has gone down and
I can teach you how your property
can STAND OUT."

Jocelyn Porteria

Licensed Real Estate Agent

Cell: 571-432-8335

www, PorlerialProperties.com
Porterialropertieszo2iwgmail.com
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LAFAYETTE VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
2022 ANNUAL MEETING PROXY

The undersigned owner{s) of the Unit set forth below hereby appoint{s)
orif no name is inserted, or if the persoh whose name is inserted is
not present at the meeting or is otherwise unable ta serve as praoxy, then any officer of the Association, as Proxy
holder for the undersigned at the Annual Meeting of the Lafayette Village Community Association {the
"Association"), to be held on October 18, 2021 or at any adjournment or recess of that meeting held within 180
days. The proxy holder is instructed to vote the undersigned as present for quorum purposes and:

CHECK APPLICABLE PROVISION;

Box A: This is an Instructed Proxy, which is given to the Proxy holder instructing him or her to

vote as indicated on below in the director election: {(VOTE FOR TW(O):
| | John Alexander
| | Gina Keating

| | Other: write-in:

Box B: This is an Uninstructed Proxy, given to the Proxy holder without instructions.

Note: Giving a proxy without instructions gives the Proxy holder full authority to vote on behalf of the owner(s)
upan any matter which may be properly presented at the Annual meeting, as fully and with the
same effect as if the owner(s) had been personally present at said meeting.

Box €: This Proxy is given only 1o vote the undersigned as present for quorum purposes only.

The proxy holder is further instructed te vote according te any reasonable means of online instruction given to the
proxy holder on any routine or procedural issues that come befare the owners at the meeting.

If the Owner is more than one person, any such Owner may ohject to the proxy at or prior to the meeting,
whereupon the proxy shall be deemed revoked. If this is signed by less than all of the owners of the unit, the
undersigned Owner{s} represent that such Owner(s} has autharity to sign on behalf of all Owners of the unit.

Owner signature & Date

Owner name {printed)

Unit Address

Co-Dwner signature & Date

Co-Owner name [printed)
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