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Fall 2021 Newsletter 

Feeling Trashy? 
By Anne Sansbury 

This may be the most R-rated article you’ve ever read in an 

LVCA newsletter. It’s all about the 5 R’s:  Reduce, Reuse, 

Recycle, Repurpose, and best of all Refuse! 

Reduce – Use fewer resources in the first place, especially 

harmful, wasteful and non-recyclable products. 

Reuse – Be creative in finding ways to reuse anything as 

much as you can. 

Recycle – This is the most common way most people 

dispose of paper, plastic bottles and jugs, and cans at 

curbside. Other items can be recycled via drop-off programs 

through the county or other locations. 

Repurpose - Again, be creative in finding new ways to use 

old items (upcycle). 

Refuse – Develop a habit of looking for packaging and 

products that are not wasteful and can be recycled, reused, or 

repurposed. 

Christine McCoy, a waste management expert with Fairfax 

County, gave an extensive and fascinating presentation at 

our June 15 Board of Directors meeting. Much of the 

information she talked about can be found on the website:  

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/recycle. 

But the part that intrigued me the most could be called “The 

Myth about Plastics” and it is relevant to all of us daily as 

we toss items into our recycling bins. The problem with 

recycling plastic is that it doesn’t really happen, and the 

issue of plastic pollution cannot be solved through recycling. 

In reality, only 9% of all plastic in use worldwide is 

recycled, and the majority of this recycled plastic is of 

inferior quality 

You’ll find a handy graphic showing some recycling no-no’s 

on page 18. 

Please note:  Just recycle clean, dry plastic containers with 

necks; you can put the cap on if the bottles are clean and dry. 

NEVER put plastic bags or other plastic film in a recycling 

bin. Take plastic film (bags, bubble wrap, dry cleaner bags, 

newspaper bags, clean bread bags and Ziploc bags) to the 

grocery store lobby to recycle. 

NEVER put greasy pizza boxes in a recycle bin (including 

at the pool). Reuse these to drain bacon fat or put them in the 

garbage. Clean boxes and clean box lids can be recycled. 

NEVER put shredded paper in a recycle bin. Shredded 

paper is too small to be recycled via curbside system. 

Cellophane is also not recyclable. 

NEVER put lithium batteries in a recycle bin OR in the 

trash. They can easily cause dangerous fires. Take them to 

the county’s Household Hazardous Waste drop-off locations. 

Let’s end with good news, okay? LEGO BRICKS will soon 

be made from recycled bottles! 

 
  

 

 

In this issue… 

 Little Free Library now open 

 President’s Message 

 9/11 Anniversary Events 

 Volunteer Appreciation 

 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/recycle
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Our Community Information…. 

LVCA Board Members 
 

President – Donna Jacobson  

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Vice President – Dave Whitfield 

davewhitfield@outlook.com 

Treasurer – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Secretary – Gina Keating 

gina.keating@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large – Terri Clark 

tlclark51@gmail.com 

 

Committee Chairs 
 

Architectural Control (Co-Chair) – 

Peter Phipps 

peter.j.phipps@gmail.com 

Architectural Control (Co-Chair) – 

Rick Jacobson 

jacobsonr48409@gmail.com 

Grounds – Mike Nutbrown 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org 

Finance – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Pool Contact – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Recreation – Vacant 

Communications – Donna Jacobson 

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Neighborhood Watch – Adrian Sobie 

adrian.sobie@gmail.com 

Website Manager 

Brittany Dewberry 

hello@lafayettevillage.org 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Ryefield 

newsletter@lafayettevillage.org 

Sequoia Management Company 

Dale Edwards 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com 

Phone:  703-803-9641 

Fax:  703-968-0936 

Patriot Disposal Services 

www.patriotdisposalservices.com 

Phone:  703-257-7100 

Lafayette Village Community Events Calendar 

Board Meetings –Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Location to 

be announced. 

ACC Meetings – Meeting location, date and time is to be determined. If interested in 

attending contact Peter Phipps at peter.j.phipps@gmail.com or Rick Jacobson at 

jacobsonr48409@gmail.com. 

Grounds Committee – Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at 7:30 

p.m. at 7920 Brunswick Forest Pass. 

Finance Committee – Meetings are held at 7900 Peyton Forest Trail. Date and time 

is to be determined. If interested in attending contact John Alexander at 

jmalex14@msn.com. 

Neighborhood Watch – TBD 

Fairfax Federation – Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30 

p.m. at Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden Dr., Fairfax. 

All residents, including renters, are invited to attend scheduled meetings. 

Thanks to those who contributed to our newsletter:  

Donna Jacobson, Mike Nutbrown, Anne Sansbury, Rick Jacobson, Carl Iddings, 

Adrian Sobie, Brittany Dewberry, our distribution team, and those who have 

submitted articles and ads. 

As we continue to navigate the challenging situation related to Coronavirus Disease 

(COVID-19) that is touching the lives of so many, we appreciate our community’s 

continued patience, understanding and support. Due to these concerns, dates and 

times indicated in this newsletter may be subject to change. 

A Monarch 

Butterfly enjoys 

the butterfly 

garden developed 

by Anne 

Sansbury at the 

end of 

Brunswick Forest 

Pass. 
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Donna Jacobson, President 

LVCA Board of Directors 

 

Remember to vote on Tuesday, November 2, 2021 

Hi, Everyone,

It’s hard to believe that summer is over and that we are 

heading into September. The Board of Directors is preparing 

for our Annual Meeting, which will be held on Tuesday, 

October 19th at 7:00 p.m. The Annual Meeting is going to 

be held virtually again this year, due to the increase in covid-

19 cases caused by the Delta variant. Every homeowner will 

be receiving more information in the future concerning the 

Annual Meeting, both through the mail and through the 

LVCA Email List. Every home owner who either attends the 

meeting or turns in a proxy form will have a chance to win 

one quarter of free HOA dues. All residents are allowed to 

attend the Annual Meeting, but only homeowners can vote 

or be eligible to win the drawing. 

There are two positions on the Board for which homeowners 

will be voting. I am running again this year for a Board 

position and Adrian Sobie, the Chair of our Neighborhood 

Watch committee, will also be running for a position. Plus, 

homeowners can also write in another candidate if they 

would like. Proxy forms will be sent out at a later date to all 

homeowners. Completed proxies should be emailed to Dale 

Edwards at dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com by Friday, 

October 15th or can be mailed to Dale Edwards at the 

address below. All homeowners’ proxy forms received by 

the deadline will be entered into the drawing for the one 

quarter of free HOA dues. 

Dale Edwards, Community Manager 

Sequoia Management 

13998 Parkeast Circle 

Chantilly, VA  20151-2283 

I would like to remind our residents that Lafayette Village 

has a LVCA Resident Email List that is used to send out 

information to the community. Both homeowners and 

tenants can join the LVCA Email List. All residents should 

join in order to stay abreast of community issues. The LVCA 

Resident Email List is kept confidential and is only used by 

the President, or Board of Directors, for Association 

business. If you would like to join the LVCA Resident Email 

List, please send your email to 

LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com. 

Also, Lafayette Village is a member of Nextdoor, the social 

media site for communities in our area. You can find out 

more about Nextdoor, including how to join, at 

www.Nextdoor.com. I encourage all residents to join both 

the LVCA Resident Email List and Nextdoor. 

I hope to see as many of you as possible at the virtual 

Annual Meeting on Tuesday, October 19th. Also remember, 

if you are a homeowner, please complete your proxy when 

you receive it and send it to Dale Edwards by Friday, 

October 15th, in order to be entered in the drawing for one 

quarter of free HOA dues. 

  

A Note from the President… 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com
mailto:LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com
http://www.nextdoor.com/
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Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – Peter Phipps & Rick Jacobson, Co-Chairs 
 

VIOLATIONS 

In order to keep Lafayette Village clean 

and desirable, violation letters can be sent 

out throughout the year for violations of 

the ACC Guidelines. If you receive a 

violation letter you are required to fix the 

violation within 30 days. If you do not, 

you can be called to a hearing with the HOA Board. If you 

have any questions concerning your letter, or if you are 

having problems getting your violations repaired, please 

contact Dale Edwards at dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. 

Residents who receive violations need to repair them in 

order to be in good standing. A resident who is not in good 

standing can be prohibited from using the community 

amenities. Once you have fixed the violation, please let Dale 

Edwards know, so that he can inspect the repair and return 

you to good standing. 

Corrections to violations do not require ACC Approval 

unless you are changing the appearance of your house. 

For example, replacing a rotten rake board and repainting it 

the same color, is not considered an appearance change. 

TRASH 

Trash pickup by Patriot Disposal Services is meant to be 

general household trash. Patriot Disposal Services does not 

pick up some items and has special requirements for picking 

up other items. If you have items you need to dispose of and 

you are unsure whether Patriot will collect a specific item, 

you can check Patriot’s website at the following link: 

www.patriotdisposalservices.com/faq-residential 
or you can call them at 703-257-7100, before placing the 

item out for pickup. Some items Patriot will not take in the 

general trash pickup, but they will work with residents to 

arrange for a special pickup, for a fee. 

Two items that that have special requirements are: 

Tires:  Patriot will not take tires. Tires can be disposed of 

at the I-66 Transfer Station. You can find more 

information about the I-66 Transfer Station at: 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/i-66-

transfer-station

 

Paint:  Paint needs to be disposed of as 

follows: 

Latex Paint - let it air dry and throw the 

container in the regular trash. (Tip: You 

may pour the paint onto newspaper. Once 

it dries, roll up the newspaper and dispose 

of it in the regular trash.) Other options 

include using a latex paint hardener or kitty litter to 

solidify the latex paint. Once solidified, dispose of it in the 

regular trash.  

If you are unable to let the latex paint dry, you may take 

the container to a Household Hazardous Waste Site at the 

I-66 Transfer Station. Additional information on the I-66 

Transfer Station is available at: 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/i-66-

transfer-station 

Reusable FULL or near full cans of latex paint should be 

taken to the Household Hazardous Waste Site for donation 

to Habitat for Humanity. Please notify Hazardous Waste 

Site staff of any reusable FULL or near full cans of latex 

paint for donation! 

Oil or Lead-based Paint - Take to Household Hazardous 

Waste Site. Only if the container is empty can it be 

disposed of in the trash. Leave the lid off from the 

container so Patriot employees can see that the can is 

empty. DO NOT attempt to dry out or solidify oil-based 

paint. 

EXTERIOR IMPROVEMENTS 

ACC Approval is required before any Exterior Improvement 

is made to any townhouse or detached house. This includes, 

but is not limited to new roofs, new siding, new windows, 

new shutters, new doors (front or back), new decks, new 

fences, installing solar panels, changing paint colors, 

replacing front yard trees, and so on. Many contractors know 

that Lafayette Village is governed by ACC Guidelines and 

will insist that you provide them written ACC approval 

before they will start work. Work performed without or 

before approval is received, may have to be redone. Rework 

is expensive and well worth avoiding. 

  

Committee Updates, continued …. Committee Updates …. 
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Some safety tips from the  

Fairfax County Police Department: 

As students return to school, we’d like to 

remind drivers of a few safety tips: 

 When buses are taking on or discharging 

students, drivers must stop in both directions, 

unless the road is separated by a median. 

 Obey school zone speed limit signs when 

they are flashing and take note of where they 

begin and end. 

 Pay attention to crossing guards and officers 

who are helping students get to school safely 

 Most importantly, allow extra time to get to 

your destination safely. We all need to work 

together to keep our students safe! 

 

ACC Committee, continued  

If you are not sure if your change requires ACC Approval, 

feel free to contact the ACC Co-Chairs: Pete Phipps at 

Peter.J.Phipps@gmail.com and Rick Jacobson at 

jacobsonr48409@gmail.com. The ACC is always willing to 

work with residents to resolve questions or issues. The 

ACC’s goal is to make the Approval process as painless and 

straight forward as possible. 

For reference, the full ACC Guidelines and ACC Request 

forms are available on the LVCA website at:   

www.lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-

committee-documents. 

 

   

Committee Updates, continued …. 

 Remove valuables from your 

car, or at the very least, keep 

them out of sight. 

 Don’t forget to lock your car, 

especially at night. 

 When it starts getting dark, turn 

on your exterior light. 

 Criminals work best in the 

dark, not when it’s bright. 

 Be well, be safe, and keep an 

eye out for your neighbors. 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:Peter.J.Phipps@gmail.com
mailto:jacobsonr48409@gmail.com
https://lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-committee-documents
https://lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-committee-documents
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Grounds Committee – Mike Nutbrown, Chair 

Street lights are the big thing coming this fall to a street near you. This project 

kicked off in January of 2018, but we’ll soon have new LED lights popping up 

around the neighborhood. The new lights are Dark Sky friendly with the LED 

component in the top of the fixture and no side panels to reflect the light back 

into the sky. The new lights will be a “colonial” style, similar to the ones 

currently in place. You can view what I believe is the same model on the corner 

of Gallows Road and Aston Street. 

Local Eagle Scout candidate David Truong completed a rock swale project on 

Yorktown Village Pass in June. He had a sizeable group with him and they 

completed the job in a little over half a day that was estimated to take 2 full 

days. They planted cinnamon ferns and spice bushes, both native plants, to help 

filter the water as it flows down into the storm drain. 

This was a rough year for some of our local trees. In June we had two very 

mature trees on Byrds Nest and Brunswick Forest die, requiring emergency 

removal. Then in about a two-week period at the start of August we saw 3 large 

trees fall onto the public streets. One on Trammell Road and two on Lafayette 

Village Drive. Our fall pruning and removal lists are out awaiting bids, but we 

expect it to be a big one this year. 

The erosion work approved in the spring has been completed. We’ve refreshed 

the rock swale behind 7876 - 7878 Colonial Village Row heading south as well 

as the swales behind 7866 - 7878 Newport Glen Pass and leading into the 

wooded area behind there. There’s a new rock swale, drain, and some repaired 

turf behind 7851 - 7865 Newport Glen Pass again ending in the same wooded 

area. The Eagle Scout project and another section of rock swale were installed 

in the 3600 block of Yorktown Village. The drain pipe downhill from 3719 Mt. 

Airey leading to the wooded area was supposed to be extended in conjunction 

with the other drainage work, but that did not take place. It will be included in 

the next round of erosion work. 

Larger erosion projects expected to be approved (after some refinement) will 

address the area between Butterfield and Mt. Airey, leading from around 3720 

Mt. Airey downhill all the way to the park property. Finally we hope to address 

the hill next to 7809 Byrds Nest Pass leading around the back and continuing to 

the wooded area behind 7801 Byrds Nest Pass. 

We made an adjustment to how the grounds contractor handles dying or dead 

shrubs in resident front yards after we had an instance of a struggling shrub that 

was removed without prior authorization. Resident shrubs will no longer be 

removed by the contractor. 

Carl Iddings met with the inspector with the Communications Policy and 

Regulation Division of Fairfax County. They identified 32 issues for Cox or 

Verizon to address across the community and didn’t even make it to every 

street in the neighborhood. Some of the fixes have already come through and 

are wonderful improvements to some of the old, broken boxes.  

  

Committee Updates, continued …. 

Eagle Scout candidate David Truong 

works with the help of his local scout 

troop to install a rock swale on Yorktown 

Village Pass. 

 
New LED-style street light for the 

neighborhood. 
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Grounds Committee, continued  

We hope to see new picnic tables appearing in the park 

beyond the pool parking lot and in Trammell Park in the 

coming months. There was some initial trouble getting the 

order through, but we’re excited to get these new tables in 

place to replace tables that had reached the end of their 

useful life. 

We're always on the lookout for folks looking to join the 

committee to give input and get these tasks done. Please 

reach out if you'd like to join the grounds committee or 

would like to attend a meeting.  We’ve been meeting 

virtually to continue our work while keeping a safe distance! 

Finally, we’ve really been trying to focus on the “grounds”

 

as the grounds committee recently. This means things like 

the courts, tot lot, and other recreation-related items haven’t 

moved anywhere in a while. We could really use someone 

who wants to take on those projects to coordinate repaving 

and otherwise improving the courts and reworking the tot 

lot. Preferably it would be someone who uses those 

resources or has an interest in designing or spec’ing things 

out. You would work with vendors to design or quote the 

projects and then present recommendations to the board for 

them to approve. You don’t need to be an official “recreation 

committee” or even part of the grounds committee if you 

don’t want. We just need someone who wants to make their 

home a better place. 

 

 

 

 

Do you know who delivers your Lafayette Village 

Community Association newsletter? 

There is a very dedicated team of volunteers who make sure 

each issue arrives at your door! We’re going to be 

highlighting them here in appreciation for their efforts. 

This summer our longstanding volunteer, Christine 

Woodard, moved to Connecticut where she and her family 

are settling into their new life. I think you’ll be surprised to 

learn that she had been delivering our newsletter to your 

doors for 18 years! 

Recently I asked her a few questions about her experiences 

over the years and here’s what she had to say: 

“When I moved back to the neighborhood, I was looking for 

ways to get involved in the community. I saw a notice 

asking for help delivering newsletters so I volunteered. I 

would also help tape notices to mailboxes whenever there 

was a need. 

“I grew up on Colonial Village Row, my mom still lives 

there. She is an original owner. I moved into my house in 

July 2003. I believe it was October 2003 when I started 

delivering the newsletter. I would strap Antonia to me in a 

Baby Bijorn and walk my route. As she learned to walk, she 

would toddle around, "helping me”. It was some time in 

2009, Antonia was 6 and Aidan was 3, when I noticed that 

the delivery started to get faster with both children helping.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And they helped right up until our last run earlier this 

summer. I guess the route has really belonged to the 3 of 

us.” 

Many thanks to Christine (and her family) for generously 

contributing to our Lafayette Village community! 

Now we will need to find a new volunteer for the Ashley 

Glenn and Brunswick Forest routes, a total of 46 homes! If 

you can help, please contact Cheryl Ryefield at 

newsletter@lafayettevillage.org. 

Committee Updates, continued …. 

Volunteer Appreciation …. 

 
Christine, her daughter Antonia, son, Aidan, 

and sweet pooch Noelle making their last 

newsletter deliveries this summer. 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
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There are several regulations and policies which residents always seem to forget. These include:

TRASH & RECYCLING 

Trash is picked up every Monday and Thursday morning. 

Trash should not be placed out for pickup prior to Sunday 

night at 6:00 p.m. or Wednesday night at 6:00 p.m. Trash 

should be placed out in trash cans or tightly closed garbage 

bags. Trash should not be placed out in shopping bags or 

other types of open containers. 

Recycling is picked up every Wednesday morning. 

Recycling should not be placed out for pickup prior to 

Tuesday night at 6:00pm. Recycling should be placed out 

for pickup in recycling containers and not in plastic bags. 

Recycling placed out in plastic bags is not recycled but 

placed with other trash. 

Yard Waste is picked up every Monday morning and 

should not be placed out for pickup prior to Sunday night 

at 6:00 p.m. For information on how to bundle yard waste, 

please visit the Patriot Disposal Services website at 

www.patriotdisposalservices.com. 

If you are unsure if Patriot will pick up the item(s) which 

you wish to dispose of, please check their website at 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-

trash/residential-materials or call them at 703-257-7100. 

PARKING 

Parking in the community streets should be restricted to 

residents parking in their own Reserved Spaces and guests 

parking in any Visitor Spots that might be available. The 

following are all examples of parking infractions which 

could result in your car being towed: 

 Guests/other residents should never park in a 

resident’s Reserved Spaces, unless they have received 

prior permission from that resident. 

 

 Guests/other residents should never double park 

behind another resident’s vehicle, blocking that 

resident’s vehicle in and preventing that resident from 

using their vehicle, unless they have received prior 

permission from that resident. 

 Residents should never park in Visitor Spots. 

Residents all have assigned spots and Visitor Spots are 

to be left for guests. Guests can park in a Visitor Spot 

for up to 48 hours. These spots are not meant to be 

long term parking alternatives. 

 No one should ever park in front of a fire hydrant or in 

a fire lane. 

 No one should ever park in an area marked “No 

Parking”. All the areas on community streets are either 

Reserved Spots or Visitor Spots or “No Parking” areas. 

All of the above infractions could result in your vehicle 

being towed. Also, if you are a resident and someone has 

either parked in your Reserved Spaces or blocked you in 

so that you can’t move your vehicle, you can call 

Dominion Towing at 703-339-2400 and have the vehicle 

in question towed. If your vehicle is towed, you need to 

call 703-691-3121 to find out how to retrieve your vehicle. 

DOG POOP 

All dog owners are always responsible for picking up their 

dog’s poop. If you have a dog walking service or a relative 

who walks your dog, make sure they know that they are 

required to always pick up your dog’s poop. This is a 

Fairfax County law and a Lafayette Village Community 

regulation. We all need to respect our neighbors and the 

common areas which we all share.  

Reminders …. 

WIN YOUR NEXT ASSOCIATION DUES PAYMENT!! 

Homeowners attending the virtual LVCA Annual Meeting on Tuesday, 

October 19th at 7:00 p.m. will be entered into a raffle. The next quarterly 

association dues payment will be waived for the winner! Every home 

owner who either virtually attends the meeting or turns in a proxy form 

will have a chance to win one quarter of free HOA dues. All residents are 

allowed to attend the Annual Meeting, but only homeowners can vote or 

be eligible to win the drawing. 
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Donna and Cheryl cut the ribbon! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

On June 30th a lively crowd of booklovers joined in to 

celebrate the opening of our Little Free Library. Donna 

Jacobson, LVCA Board President, spoke of the history and 

the value of a Little Free Library to a community and then 

we cut the ribbon! Readers rallied round the newly installed 

library to select a book, pick up a bookmark, and enjoy the 

ice pops, bottled water and balloons. 

There are currently four stewards who watch over the 

library, making sure it never runs low on interesting reading 

materials. If you would like to help out or have any 

questions, please email Cheryl at 

newsletter@lafayettevillage.org. 

How Does This Library Work? 

This Little Free Library offers a way to share good things 

to read — favorite books from your childhood or books 

you would recommend to friends; books that teach, 

intrigue and engage you. All of us can help by keeping 

this collection stocked with good reading material. 

Whose Library is this? 

It belongs to everybody — neighbors, friends, and 

people we don’t even know yet. Anyone can use it. 

That’s why we want to take care of it. 

Take a book. 

If you see something you’d like to read, take it. You 

don’t have to give a book at the same time as you take 

one.

 

 

 

 

Share a book 

After you’ve read it, share it in any Little Free Library 

book-sharing box, bring it back here, or pass it on to a 

friend. Be a friend of all libraries, big and small. Share 

books whenever you can. 

Little Free Library is a nonprofit organization that inspires a 

love of reading, builds community, and sparks creativity 

through neighborhood book-sharing boxes. 

To find out more about the Little Free Libraries, you can 

visit littlefreelibrary.org. 
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By Anne Sansbury, LVCA’s Garden Sage  

Try to remember the kind of September……..when you 

knew exactly what to plant for your fall crops! No, I did not 

remove my spell checker. I just thought of September and 

had a flashback to seeing The Fantasticks off-Broadway 

many years ago. It was a fantastic show, but it was 

December in New York City and I was not dressed 

appropriately. I seriously thought I would freeze to death 

that night. And that’s how I feel half the time in the fall 

when I ponder fall gardening. 

There are so many crops still to enjoy – various lettuces, 

carrots, beets, kohlrabi, radishes, spinach, Swiss chard, 

turnips – and this year I have made a commitment to try to 

stick with gardening to the last minute, even if it’s cold out 

there. I hope that a lot of other gardeners do the same, 

because it’s a lot of fun watching all the gardens grow. The 

other things to plant in the fall are flower bulbs for the 

spring, pansies, ferns, mums, ornamental cabbage, 

coneflowers, hostas, peonies, sunflowers.  

My other garden commitment is to remember a slug article I 

read recently. I have no idea what kind of creature was 

eating my plants this spring, but I think it might have been 

slugs. I put a bunch of broken eggshells around the targeted 

plants, but then I read about some other slug deterrents, like 

petroleum jelly around the edge of a pot. Many pests do not 

care for cayenne pepper, salt, or ginger powder either. 

Copper (that shocks slugs), pistachio nut shells, sand and 

sawdust are other deterrents, or you can wear disposable 

gloves and, yep, pick them up by hand. Probably everyone 

knows what happens if you sprinkle a lot of salt on a 

slug……. 

So, what’s another tip for gardeners? Always use baking 

soda for everything. There’s a great article at 

gardeningsoul.com about baking soda. It’s an insect 

repellent; it gets rid of fungus, mildew, and weeds; it’s 

useful for testing the pH of your soil; it helps plants look and 

taste better; it’s excellent for cleaning many things, both 

indoors and out. When you check out the article online (and 

there are many others as well), you will find all the 

directions and recipes for using baking soda to accomplish a 

wide variety of tasks. You do not have to be a gardener to 

appreciate baking soda. If you have no interest in using 

baking soda in a garden, use some when you bake a cake, 

and then brush your teeth with it afterwards!

  

The Fantastick Garden! 

 

 

 

 

 

These 30 inch long 

Chinese Long beans 

really live up to 

their name! 
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Several commemoration events and observances will be held throughout our area to remember the victims killed, as well 

as the many rescue and recovery workers and members of our military who bravely rose in service in response to the 

attack on America on September 11, 2001. 

Concert version of “Come 

from Away” at Lincoln 

Memorial 

September 10 @ 6:00 p.m. -  

7:30 p.m. 

Lincoln Memorial 

2 Lincoln Memorial Circle NW 

Washington, DC 20002 

The Ford Theatre Society will present a 

special concert of songs from the musical 

“Come from Away.”  It will be held on the 

steps of the Lincoln Memorial at 6:00pm 

on Friday, September 10, 2021. 

The concert is free and will be held rain or 

shine. It is recommended for ages 10 and 

older. 

This is not a full showing of the musical, 

but a 100-minute concert version with no 

intermission. 

No tickets are required. Just come to the 

National Mall. Picnics are permitted. 

National Symphony 

Orchestra Concert of 

Remembrance 

September 10 @ 7:00 p.m. - 

10:00 p.m. 

Concert Hall 

Kennedy Center for the 

Performing Arts 

2700 F Street NW 

Washington, DC 20566 

Gianandrea Noseda will open the Kennedy 

Center’s season on Friday, September 10, 

2021 with a Concert of Remembrance in 

commemoration of the 20th anniversary of 

the 9/11 terror attack, and to reflect the 

ongoing loss from COVID-19. 

9/11 Ride of Hope September 11 @ 7:00 a.m. - 

11:00 a.m.  

Ride starts at 

Arlington County Fire Station 6 

6950 Little Falls Road 

Arlington, VA 22213 

Ride ends at 

Arlington County Fire Station 5 

1750 S. Hayes Street 

Arlington, VA 22202 

To honor those rescue and recovery 

workers who responded to the terrorist 

attacks on the Pentagon, Arlington 

County’s firefighters, law enforcement 

officers, EMS workers and their 

supporters will hold the 9/11 Ride of Hope 

on Saturday, September 11, 2021 to ride 

their bikes to each of the nine Arlington 

fire stations that responded to the 9/11 

attack on the Pentagon. 

The Ride of Hope is open to all retired and 

active first responders. Other adults over 

the age of 18 may join, but the ride is 

limited to 200 people, so priority will be 

given to first responders. 

If you would like to support the ride, 

please display flags along the route, or 

stand on the route with signs, or just cheer 

riders on. 

20th Anniversary of September 11, 2001 

  

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
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9/11 National Day of 

Service Family Volunteer 

Event 

September 11 @ 1:00 p.m. -  

3:00 p.m.  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

8922 Little River Turnpike 

Fairfax, VA 

Join Bethlehem Lutheran Church on 

Saturday, September 11, 2021 from 1:00 

p.m. until 3:00 p.m. for a volunteer event 

honoring those killed in the terrorist 

attacks of September 11, 2001. Volunteers 

will prepare “You’ve Got This” gift 

baskets filled with school supplies, tea, 

coffee, chocolates, etc. for distribution to 

teachers in Title 1/low-resource schools. 

Event attendees will be asked to donate 

one or more items for the baskets. 

Information will be shared closer to the 

event date. 

The event will take place outside, weather 

permitting, and is part of Volunteer 

Fairfax’s VolunteerFest and the 9/11 

National Day of Service. 

Fairfax County 20th 

Anniversary 9/11 

Remembrance Ceremony 

September 11 at 2 p.m.  

Bailey's Crossroads Volunteer 

Fire Department, 

3601 Firehouse Lane 

Falls Church, VA 22041 

Fairfax County will honor those we lost 

and those who answered the call during 

the tragic events of Sept. 11, 2001, at a 

20th Anniversary Remembrance 

Ceremony. 

Scheduled speakers for the event include 

Board of Supervisors Chairman Jeffrey 

McKay and Mason District Supervisor 

Penny Gross, as well as Fire and Rescue 

Chief John Butler and Police Chief Kevin 

Davis. 

The public is encouraged to view the 

ceremony online. It will be televised on 

Fairfax County Government Channel 1016 

(Cox) and Channel 16 (Verizon/Comcast) 

and streamed at 

fairfaxcounty.gov/cableconsumer/channel-

16/live-video-stream. The ceremony can 

also be viewed on Fairfax County's 

Facebook page. 

9/11 Anniversary commemoration events and observances, continued …. 
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Arlington Police, Fire, 

Sheriff and ECC 9/11 

Memorial 5-K 

September 11 @ 6:00 p.m. -  

9:00 p.m.  

DoubleTree Hotel Crystal City 

300 Army Navy Drive 

Arlington, VA 22202 

This year’s Arlington Police, Fire, Sheriff 

and ECC 9/11 Memorial 5-K will be live 

once again on Saturday, September 11, 

2021 at 6:00pm at the DoubleTree Hotel 

Crystal City. 

Details can be found here 

(https://www.arlington911race.com). 

Space is limited — if you want to 

participate, please register soon. A virtual 

option is also available. 

All proceeds are donated to official 

charities that focus on the welfare of 

military personnel and civilians directly 

affected by the war on terrorism and the 

terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 

Remembrance Ceremony September 11 @ 7:00 p.m. -  

8:00 p.m.  

Great Falls Freedom Memorial 

9830 Georgetown Pike 

Great Falls, VA 22066 

The annual September 11 Remembrance 

Ceremony will be held at the Great Falls 

Freedom Memorial to honor all who died 

on that day and its aftermath, including six 

residents of Great Falls. The event will 

include a keynote speaker, patriotic songs, 

a raising of the flags by the Boy Scouts, 

and a candle-lighting. 

The ceremony is open to all. Parking is 

available in the library parking lot. In case 

of rain, the ceremony will move to the 

library meeting room. 

Any necessary updates to the schedule will 

be posted here 

(https://www.gffreedom.org). 

Still Standing Still Free 

Exhibit 

September 11 - October 11, 

2021 

Fashion Centre at Pentagon City 

1100 S Hayes St,  

Arlington, VA 22202 

To commemorate the 20th anniversary of 

the unprecedented terrorist attack on the 

Pentagon on September 11, 2001, a special 

photography exhibit will be on display at 

the Fashion Centre at Pentagon City. 

Organized by three local photographers, it 

will be free and open to the public from 

September 11 - October 11, 2021. For 

more information visit the website at 

stillstandingstillfree.org. 

  

9/11 Anniversary commemoration events and observances, continued …. 
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From Mason District’s September E-Newsletter: 

Master Gardeners Host Free Garden Plot Clinics – 

Vegetable Garden Plant Clinics are coming to Fairfax 

County parks this fall at all five locations, including Pine 

Ridge Park, located at 3401 Woodburn Road in Annandale, 

on Saturday, September 11, and Saturday, October 9, 2021, 

from 9-11:30 a.m. The clinics are free and open to the 

public. For more information, call Green Spring Gardens at 

703-642-5173. 

Mason District Board of Supervisors Public Hearing Set 

for Proposed Tax on Single-Use Plastic Bags – A proposal 

aimed to reduce environmental hazards associated with 

single-use plastic bags is scheduled for a public hearing 

before the Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, September 14, 

2021 at 4:30 p.m. The proposed five-cent tax would be 

applied to each disposable plastic bag provided at point of 

checkout at grocery stores, convenience stores and drug 

stores. If adopted, the plastic bag tax would take effect on 

January 1, 2022. For information, visit the Office of 

Environmental and Energy Coordination website 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-

coordination/disposable-plastic-bag-tax-fairfax-county, send 

an e-mail to fairfaxplasticbagtax@fairfaxcounty.gov, or call 

703-324-7136; TTY 711. 

"Stuff the Bus" in Mason District Benefits ACCA Food 

Pantry – Buses will be accepting non-perishable food 

donations on Saturday, September 11 (in observance of 

National Day of Service) and Saturday, October 9, 2021, 

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the George Mason Regional 

Library, 7001 Little River Turnpike in Annandale, and at 

Belvedere Elementary School, 6540 Columbia Pike in Falls 

Church. Fairfax County operates "Stuff the Bus," a food 

pantry giving program partners with nonprofit organizations 

to restock food pantry shelves. Buses will park at 21 

locations throughout Fairfax County and the City of Fairfax 

to collect food donations for individuals and families in 

need. For updates, including donation locations, most 

requested food items and more, visit the Fairfax County 

Neighborhood and Community Services website at 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-

services/stuff-the-bus. Questions? Contact Gwen Jones at 

703-324-7137; TTY 711. Can't "Stuff the Bus" in person? 

Do it virtually! Visit www.volunteerfairfax.org/home/stuff-

the-bus-virtual-food-drive/ to donate. 

VCO Performances Return in September – The Virginia 

Chamber Orchestra performances return with "Music in the 

Gardens" ensemble concerts for socially distanced audiences 

at the Korean Bell Garden in the Meadowlark Botanical 

Gardens, 9750 Meadowlark Gardens Court in Vienna. Each 

concert will include one selection by a woman composer. 

Four concerts are scheduled on Sundays, September 5, 12, 

19, and 26, 2021 at 3 p.m. For more information, visit 

www.vco.events. 

AARP Virginia and OLLI Mason Host Boomers and 

Beyond Academy – Join AARP Virginia and the Osher 

Lifelong Learning Institute at George Mason University 

(OLLI Mason) for the Boomers and Beyond Academy on 

Saturday, September 19, Tuesday, September 21, and 

Thursday, September 23, 2021. The three-day virtual event 

will feature the positive powers of lifelong learning, tips for 

determining whether you are on track for a secure financial 

retirement, practical strategies to achieve retirement peace of 

mind, and more. For more information and to register, visit 

www.aarp.org/boomeracademy. 

FCPD Safety Series Features Personal Safety Workshop 

– On Monday, September 27, 2021 at 6 p.m., the Fairfax 

County Police Department, Mason District Station, will host 

a personal safety workshop (and physical training) designed 

to introduce residents to a variety of self-protection options, 

identify their risks, evaluate their strengths, and explore their 

options for dealing with the threat of violence. Participants 

must wear comfortable clothing and close-toed 

shoes/sneakers. Masks are required for this in-person/hands-

on class. Registration is required at 

masoncpoevents.eventbrite.com. 

Artwork Displays Return to the Mason District 

Governmental Center – Local artists and art aficionados 

will be pleased to know that the art featured in the Mason 

District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in 

Annandale is back this fall! Local artist James Albright starts 

off this year's display featuring local scenes and unusual 

subjects with a bright interplay of colors. Albright, a Mason 

District resident since 1988, has been an educator, school 

leader, consultant, television producer, urban planner, 

community organizer and, most recently, a painter. The 

artwork will be on display in the lobby from September 7 

through October 31, 2021. 

Mason District news and information …. 
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The Quick 411 – Question:  Is there an update available 

regarding the bird mortality event? Yes. Fairfax County 

received an update from the Virginia Department of Wildlife 

Resources (DWR) regarding the bird mortality event 

affecting birds in our region, and multiple other states. As of 

mid-August, reports of sick and dead birds have declined in 

many jurisdictions, and the DWR is lifting its previous 

recommendation to cease feeding birds in affected areas. 

Residents who choose to feed birds or provide water in bird 

baths should remain vigilant for bird mortalities and report 

them to the DWR through their online Bird Mortality 

Reporting Form. The DWR's best practice guidelines 

include: 

 Clean feeders and bird baths at least once a week, then 

disinfect with a 10 percent bleach solution to prevent 

potential infectious disease spread between birds and 

other wildlife. After cleaning, rinse well with water 

and allow to air dry. 

 Wear disposable gloves when handling bird feeders 

and baths and wash your hands when finished. 

 When feeding birds, follow expert recommendations, 

such as those listed in Audubon International's Guide 

to Bird Feeding.  

 Keep pets away from sick or dead wild birds. 

 Avoid handling wild birds. If you must do so, wear 

disposable gloves or place an inverted plastic bag over 

your hand to avoid direct contact with the bird. 

Dispose of dead birds in a closed plastic bag in 

household trash. Alternatively, you may bury bird 

carcasses at least three (3) feet to prevent any disease 

transmission to scavenging animals. 

 If you observe any additional bird mortalities in 

Virginia, submit a mortality event to the DWR via 

dwr.virginia.gov/wildlife/diseases/bird-mortality-

reporting-form. 

Additional information and updates are available at the 

DWR website:  dwr.virginia.gov/wildlife/diseases/2021-

bird-mortality-event. 

 

  

Mason District news and information, continued …. 
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Community Ads …. 

 

Interior Decorator and Home 

Organizer:  I’m a professional organizer 

and interior decorator living in Lafayette 

Village. Let’s declutter and put some spark 

back in your home! We can start as a small 

project or the entire house to achieve 

results you will be proud of. If interested, 

please call me at 703-217-4707 or email 

me at betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com 

for more information and to receive an 

estimate. 

 

Interior Painting 

Contact Mark Rhodes, a Lafayette 

Village resident and skilled interior 

painter, for free estimates. Call or text 

Mark at 571-236-5634. Landline is 

703-560-8329.  

Recommendations on Nextdoor. 
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