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Fall 2020 Newsletter 

Community Food Drive for Martin Luther King Day of Service ~ 

January 17
th

 & 18
th

, 2021 

To commemorate Martin Luther King’s life and legacy, Lafayette Village 

residents will contribute to the ACCA Food Pantry, a local food bank. For the 

upcoming Martin Luther King Day holiday weekend we are looking to collect the 

following types of food: 

Canned meats – ham, chicken, Macaroni and Cheese 

   tuna, or beef Boxed meals 

Peanut butter and jelly/jam Pasta and sauce 

Canned soup, stew, and chili Corn meal (Masa harina) 

Cereal Rice 

Canned vegetables Fruit juice 

Canned fruit Beans – dried or canned 

Coffee and tea 

Please, no expired foods or partially opened packages of food. Please bring your 

donations to 7900 Peyton Forest Drive on either Sunday, January 17th, or 

Monday, January 18th.  Drop off times for donations will be announced as we 

get closer to the date. A Board member or volunteer should be present to accept 

your donations. As stated above, we will be donating the food collected to the 

ACCA Food Pantry to assist needy residents living in Mason District. 

LVCA is holding a Holiday Decorations Contest! 

Lafayette Village Community Association is holding a contest to 

recognize and show appreciation to individual property owners for their 

outstanding job of decorating their homes during the holidays for 

everyone to enjoy. Judging will take place on Saturday evening, 

December 19th. Be sure to leave your lights on for the judging 

committee composed of residents of Lafayette Village. The committee 

will award a First Place, Second Place and Third Place designation and 

possibly a few Honorable Mentions. Photos of the winning homes will be 

posted on the Lafayette Village Community webpage, on Nextdoor and in 

our next newsletter. 

 

 

 LVCA’s Martin Luther King community 

food drive contributions from a previous 

year. 
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Our Community Information…. 

LVCA Board Members 
 

Donna Jacobson – President 

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Bob Rosenbaum– Vice President 

bobrosenbaumjr@gmail.com 

John Alexander – Treasurer 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Gina Keating – Secretary  

gina.keating@gmail.com 

Terri Clark – Member-at-Large 

tlclark51@gmail.com 

 

Committee Chairs 
 

Architectural Control (Co-Chair) – 

Peter Phipps 

peter.j.phipps@gmail.com 

Architectural Control (Co-Chair) – 

Rick Jacobson 

jacobsonr48409@gmail.com 

Grounds – Mike Nutbrown 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org 

Finance – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Pool – Vacant 

 

Recreation – Vacant 

 

Communications – Donna Jacobson 

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Neighborhood Watch – Adrian Sobie 

adrian.sobie@gmail.com 

Website Manager 

Brittany Dewberry 

hello@lafayettevillage.org 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Ryefield 

newsletter@lafayettevillage.org 

Sequoia Management Company 

Dale Edwards 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com 

Phone: 703-803-9641 

Fax: 703-968-0936 

Patriot Disposal Services 

www.patriotdisposalservices.com 

Phone: 703-257-7100 

Lafayette Village Community Events Calendar 

Board Meetings –Meetings are held on the 4th Thursday of each month. Location to 

be announced. 

ACC Meetings – Meeting location, date and time is to be determined. If interested in 

attending contact Peter Phipps at peter.j.phipps@gmail.com or Rick Jacobson at 

jacobsonr48409@gmail.com. 

Grounds Committee – Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at 7:30 

p.m. at 7920 Brunswick Forest Pass. 

Finance Committee – Meetings are held at 7900 Peyton Forest Trail. Date and time 

is to be determined. If interested in attending contact John Alexander at 

jmalex14@msn.com. 

Neighborhood Watch – TBD 

Fairfax Federation – Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30 

p.m. at Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden Dr., Fairfax. 

All residents, including renters, are invited to attend scheduled meetings. 

Thanks to our newsletter’s contributors:  

Donna Jacobson, Mike Nutbrown, Anne Sansbury, Rick Jacobson, John 

Alexander, Adrian Sobie, Brittany Dewberry, and those who submitted articles 

and ads. 

Board of Directors for the Coming Year 

I would like to thank Terri Clark for volunteering to be a member of the Board of 

Directors again this year. Her work on the Board is much appreciated. The 

composition of the Board of Directors for the upcoming year is as follows: 

Donna Jacobson ..... President 

Bob Rosenbaum ..... Vice President 

John Alexander ...... Treasurer 

Gina Keating .......... Secretary 

Terri Clark .............. Member-at-Large 

The Board is looking for residents who would like to serve on the Finance 

Committee, the Grounds Committee and the Neighborhood Watch Committee.  

Also, the Pool Committee and the Recreation Committee are both in need of 

committee chairs. If you are interested in volunteering in any of these positions, 

please contact Donna Jacobson at LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com. 

As we continue to navigate the challenging situation related to Coronavirus Disease 

(COVID-19) that is touching the lives of so many, we appreciate our community’s 

continued patience, understanding and support. Due to these concerns, dates and 

times indicated in this newsletter may be subject to change. 
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Donna Jacobson, President 

LVCA Board of Directors 

Hi, Everyone,

This has been an extremely difficult year and has required 

extra work and dedication from all of us. I would like to 

thank all the Board members for their service during this 

past year, along with the Committee Chairs and the 

Committee Members. I would also like to thank the residents 

of our community, who have been so extremely helpful and 

supportive during this somewhat difficult year. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has forced us to change how we 

operate as an Association, however, we have been able to 

meet the challenge and continue to function well. We have 

had to meet virtually for Board Meetings and Committee 

Meetings, which was more difficult to do in the beginning, 

but we seem to have gotten the hang of it and HOA business 

has continued. 

The Spring Inspections were able to go ahead and violations 

from these inspections have been corrected, helping to 

maintain the physical appearance of the community. 

John Alexander, our Treasurer, has prepared a solid budget 

for 2021, which was distributed to all home owners in 

November. He is also focused on getting investments with as 

good of a rate of return on investment as possible. 

Mike Nutbrown, the Grounds Committee Chair, has been 

working with Shenandoah Landscaping to ensure that our 

grounds remain in good shape and he is moving forward on 

several erosion projects, which will benefit the community. 

Cheryl Ryefield, our Newsletter Editor, has been able to 

continue producing the quarterly newsletter, to keep 

residents informed of happenings in the community. The 

Spring Newsletter had to be distributed electronically, due to 

the pandemic, however, by the Summer Newsletter we were 

back to distributing both hard copies of the newsletter and 

posting it on the website. 

Finally, Anne Sansbury, our Community Garden Manager, 

had another successful year with the Community Garden.  

Also, during this year, the Mason District Site Specific Plan 

Amendment Task Force met, in order to review proposed 

nominations in Mason District. They decided to move 

Nomination PC19-MA-005: The Western Annandale 

CBC nomination forward to be considered by the Fairfax 

County Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors, 

even though County Staff from the Fairfax County 

Department of Planning and Development recommended 

that this nomination not be moved forward. 

There has been information concerning this nomination on 

Nextdoor and sent out through the LVCA email list. Also, 

there is an article concerning this nomination on page 9 of 

this newsletter. If you have concerns about this nomination, I 

suggest that you write Supervisor Penny Gross at 

mason@fairfaxcounty.gov and Supervisor James 

Walkinshaw at braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov and voice your 

concerns. 

Finally, our trash and recycling pick up dates are not 

affected by the holidays this year, however, if you have a 

holiday tree, Patriot will be picking up holiday trees on 

Wednesday, January 6th and Wednesday, January 13th. 

Please remove all decorations from your tree and place it out 

front by the curb for pickup.  Please do not dispose of 

holiday trees on common property. 

Best wishes to all for a happy and safe Holiday Season! 

 

 

 

  

A Note from the President… 
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Finance Committee – John Alexander

Our community continues to be financially secure and is 

well positioned for future expenditures. Here are some 

highlights from 2020. 

 Association Fees are budgeted to remain 

the same in 2021. 

 The community received a clean 2019 

audit from the Goldklang Group, a 

company that specializes in servicing 

community associations.  

 As of October 1st, we have $725,000 

invested in 7 CDs (each with a different 

bank), earning a weighted average of 

1.37% interest, down from 2.54% this 

time last year. 

 During 2020, our community invested over $15,000 

from our Reserve Fund in new trash receptacles and 

within the couple of months the Board has approved 

over $14k in erosion control projects. 

 In September, the Board approved a revised 2020 

budget. The revised budget reflects the lower operating 

costs from the pool and moves and additional $28,500 

into our Reserve Fund, in essence pre-funding part of 

the 2021 contribution. 

 The 2021 Budget, approved by the Board at the October 

meeting, reflects higher than usual operating costs for 

the pool, in anticipation of hiring a third guard to help 

with crowd control and cleaning. This may or may not 

be necessary, but the Board decided it was 

better to budget conservatively. To balance the 

2021 budget, the recommended Reserve 

Contribution has been decreased by about 

$10,000. 

 In 2021, a new Reserve Study will be 

commissioned, which will indicate the useful 

life left on all our structures, from the Pool 

House to the Tot Lot to streets to retaining 

walls.  The Reserve Study is used by your 

leadership team to plan renovation and 

replacement of our assets to ensure our 

community remains a safe and attractive place 

to live. 

Please visit the Resources-Financials section of 

www.lafayettevillage.org for the annual budgets and 

monthly financial updates. 

Thank you to those who joined us for the Annual 

Meeting. 

Grounds Committee – Mike Nutbrown, Chair 

We have quite a lot happening with grounds right now. 

Fall tree pruning and removals are complete and likely the 

plantings should be complete by the time you read this. 

The grounds committee takes special interest in 

maintaining trees in the neighborhood. We hate to take 

down any tree, especially a well-established tree, and we 

try to plant at least as many trees as we have to take 

down. This makes up a significant part of the operating 

budget of the grounds work aside from our maintenance 

contract for mowing and shrub pruning. I’ve heard some 

positive feedback from others in the neighborhood 

recently who appreciate that our trees are part of what 

makes this community special, and I’m glad to hear 

people showing interest in maintaining a healthy canopy. 

The pool house will see a beautiful new American 

basswood tree replacing the struggling maple. There’s a 

new hackberry tree and blackhaw viburnum between 

Trammel Court and the meadows. A Carolina silverbell 

will grace the place between Butterfield and Mt. Airey 

formerly occupied by a pine that was ominously leaning 

toward its neighbor. A sweet sugar maple has made its 

way to the top of Lafayette Village where a crabapple 

spent many years before taking a serious turn in 2020. 

Newport Glen Pass welcomes the eastern hop hornbeam 

and its companion the ruby slippers oakleaf hydrangea 

where a white pine once stood - missing one half of its 

branches for quite a few years. A ravishing redbud will 

please the eyes of those passing the entrance to Ashley 

Glen which once had a Bradford pear to bear. You’ll find 

some new holly, serviceberry, and Virginia sweetspire 

around the neighborhood in addition to a green giant 

arborvitae. Finally the pool house will get some help from 

some prairie dropseed and purple coneflower to fill out 

the side area where some azaleas didn’t quite make it. 

  

Committee Updates …. 
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Grounds Committee … continued 

Two of the erosion projects have been approved — 

drainage improvements between 3967-3969 Hancock 

Forest, and restoration with planting for retention of the 

hillside between Newport Glen and Peyton Forest. The 

Peyton Forest project was underway at this writing. The 

board is deliberating how to approach the steps that lead 

to the basketball court. We have some proposals that 

involve full replacement of the steps and lower platform 

to reset things to the proper elevation and pitch, and 

others that just involve compacting material to shore up 

the existing steps. Both involve plantings along the steps 

to keep things from washing out in the future. One project 

to help get proper drainage between the rows of Yorktown 

Village is expected to be done by a local Eagle Scout 

candidate. The approval process for that project shifted 

things a bit late in the year and will likely not happen until 

March at this point. We still have quite a few erosion 

projects to tackle, with more requests adding to the 

backlog. 

It’s possible we’ll be approving the street light 

replacements by the end of the year. Deborah Dunham 

has really been driving this project forward and I want to 

recognize the effort she has put into this. That said, I 

don’t believe I acknowledged Carl Iddings for his work 

on the trash can replacement project which made a 

noticeable improvement. 

I expect retaining walls to come in focus very soon based 

on recent resident feedback, but don’t expect anything 

new too quickly. It generally takes months from idea to 

implementation - and that’s for the projects that make it. 

That leads me to the regular plea for new members in the 

community to join our committee to give input and get 

these tasks done. Please reach out if you'd like to join the 

grounds committee or would like to attend a meeting. We 

held our last grounds meeting via Teams (audio and 

screen share only – video optional) to continue our work 

while keeping a safe distance! 

Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – Peter Phipps & Rick Jacobson, Co-Chairs 

Trash and Recycling: 

Our trash and recycling pickups are not affected this year by 

the Holiday Season. Holiday trees will be picked up by 

Patriot on Wednesday, January 6th and Wednesday, 

January 13th. Please remember to take all ornaments, 

decorations and tinsel off your tree before placing it out 

front for curbside pickup. Holiday trees should not be 

disposed of on any of the Association’s common property. 

Please remember that Patriot will not pick up tires. If you 

have tires you need to dispose of, or any other items which 

Patriot will not collect, you can take them to the I-66 

Transfer Station located at 4618 West Ox Road, Fairfax, VA  

22030. You can contact the I-66 Transfer Station at 703-

631-1179 or visit their website at 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/i-66-

transfer-station. 

If you are unsure whether Patriot will dispose of a specific 

item in the general trash pickup, please call them at 703-257-

7100 and find this out before placing the item out for 

pickup. Some items Patriot will not take in the general trash 

pickup, but they will work with residents to arrange for a 

special pickup, for a fee. 

Remember to always bag trash properly using heavy plastic 

bags or hard sided trashcans with lids. Do not use grocery 

bags for trash. 

Trash and recycling should not be put out earlier than 6:00 

p.m. the night before pickup. Trashcans and recycling bins 

need to be picked up and returned to your backyard or 

garage by the evening of the scheduled pick up date. 

 

Trash and Recycling service dates / times are:

Service Put Out Time Service Day 
Remove 

Cans/Bins 

Trash & Yard Waste Sunday 6 pm Monday Monday night 

Recycling Tuesday 6 pm Wednesday Wednesday night 

Trash & Yard Waste Wednesday 6 pm Thursday Thursday night 

 

Committee Updates, continued …. 
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Architectural Control Committee (ACC) … continued 

Exterior Improvements: 

ACC Approval is required before any Exterior 

Improvement is made to any townhouse or detached 

house. This includes, but is not limited to new roofs, new 

siding, new windows, new shutters, new doors (front or 

back), installing solar panels, changing paint colors, 

replacing front yard trees, and so on. Many contractors know 

that Lafayette Village is governed by ACC Guidelines and 

will insist that you provide them written ACC approval 

before they will start work. Work performed without or 

before approval is received, may have to be redone. Rework 

is well worth avoiding. 

If you are not sure if your change requires ACC Approval, 

feel free to contact the ACC Co-Chairs; Pete Phipps at 

Peter.J.Phipps@gmail.com and Rick Jacobson at 

jacobsonr48409@gmail.com. The ACC is always willing to 

work with residents to resolve questions or issues. The 

ACC’s goal is to make the approval process as painless and 

straight forward as possible. 

For reference, the full ACC Guidelines and ACC Request 

forms are available on the LVCA website at: 

lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-

committee-documents/ 

 

Neighborhood Watch Committee –    

Adrian Sobie, Chair

The days are getting colder and shorter, almost all the leaves 

have fallen, and Covid-19 is getting virus-ier. We may as 

well make the best of being hunkered down ‘till the vaccine 

is widely available. As such, I am hereby deputizing 

everyone who reads this newsletter. 

That's right! Congratulations on being the newest member of 

the Neighborhood Watch!! The days of volunteerism have 

come and gone, everyone is now enlisted. Here's the best 

part: you don't have to do much at all, just be a good 

neighbor and keep an eye on things. If you happen to 

observe a suspicious event, call the police. 

Examples of suspicious activity: 

 A stranger enters your neighbor’s home while your 

neighbor is away or someone crosses your neighbor’s yard 

with no apparent lawful purpose 

 Someone tries to open a neighbor’s door 

 A moving truck or van pulls up to a neighbor’s home 

while they are gone 

 Remember, burglaries often occur at times when they 

should be most obvious - in broad daylight, in full view of 

observers, with no effort at subterfuge

 

 Someone is carrying property such as television sets, 

radios, stereos, etc., at an unusually late hour or in an 

unusual place, especially if it does not appear that the 

property is newly purchased 

 The sound of shattering glass could signal a possible 

burglary, vandalism or larceny in progress 

 Anyone peering into vehicles while walking down a street 

or someone removing license plates, gasoline or parts 

from a car; someone attempting to enter a car using a coat 

hanger or other device. Never assume that it is the owner 

who has locked the keys in the car. Be suspicious of 

anyone tampering with the hood or trunk of a car 

 An improperly parked car or an abandoned vehicle, or 

someone leaving one car and driving away in another; 

these may be signs of a stolen vehicle 

 Anyone being forced into a vehicle could be the victim of 

a possible abduction 

  

Committee Updates, continued …. Committee Updates, continued …. 
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Neighborhood Watch Committee … continued 

  Persons loitering around schools, parks, isolated areas, or 

in the neighborhood. Loiterers could be possible sex 

offenders or burglars 

 Anyone on school, church, or cemetery property after dark 

and not taking part in an approved activity 

 Business transactions conducted from a vehicle and often 

involving juveniles, a steady flow of strangers to and from 

a particular house on a regular basis at unusual times or 

late hours. This could indicate drug sales or a fencing 

operation 

 Offers of goods or repair work at unusually low prices 

could indicate stolen property or some kind of fraud 

If you see a crime in progress, call 911. If it's after the fact, 

please call the non-emergency number 703-691-2131. 

Happy holidays — Wear a mask — Wash your hands 

 

Committee Updates, continued …. 

 

 

 

 

Hand Sanitizer:   

Do you know how to use it correctly? 

When soap and water is not available to help you safeguard against COVID-19, hand sanitizer is a handy and 

portable option. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends using alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer. However, knowing how to use it also is important. Here are four important things to know 

about using hand sanitizer correctly: 

Use hand sanitizer that contains 60 percent or more alcohol (ethyl alcohol or isopropyl alcohol). 

It takes at least 30 seconds for hand sanitizer to kill the virus. So, make sure that you are rubbing hands 

together for at least 30 seconds (longer is fine) so that the gel gets all over your hands, in between fingers, on 

fingertips, under nails, etc. 

Let hands dry on their own. Do not wipe away hand sanitizer. 

Hand sanitizers may not always be effective. They do not get rid of all types of germs or chemicals and they 

should be avoided when hands are visibly dirty or greasy. 

Additional information about the use of hand sanitizers is available at the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration's website www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/safely-using-hand-sanitizer. Please note 

that some hand sanitizers potentially have toxic types of alcohol. Check the FDA's do-not-use list at 

www.fda.gov/handsanitizerlist for more information. 

Excerpted from Mason District October 2020 E-Newsletter 
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Strawberry Corn 

The Winner:  this year’s most 

interesting crop in the garden was 

Strawberry Corn. It’s a little ornamental 

corn cob with dark red kernels. It can be 

popped or used as décor, and it’s 

absolutely adorable, just a couple 

inches long. 

I may have mentioned that I don’t like 

to work in the garden or the back yard 

when it’s cold out there. Last year the 

cold caught me by surprise and I left a 

lot of plants just where they were, 

thinking I’d clean everything up in the 

spring when it was pleasant to be outdoors. Bad mistake! 

I had so much mushy stuff and rotting leaves to clean up 

that I was afraid it would take me all spring to do it. This 

year I raked up leaves and yanked out all the plants that 

turn to mush before they even turned brown. But there are 

still many things that we need to do every year, and I 

found this handy list on gardenista.com. I added a couple 

of my own notes in brackets, and you can find the list 

online if you want to see the photos that went with it. 

Here are some outdoor chores for December: 

1. Prune and trim.  If you have fruit trees, bushes, 

shrubs, or roses, now’s the time to cut off dead branches 

and trim for shape. It’s easier to see what and where to 

prune in the winter, when there’s less foliage. See 10 Easy 

Pieces: Garden Pruners (gardenista.com/posts/10-easy-

pieces-garden-pruners) for some of our favorite pruning 

tools. Got a pine tree that could use a trim? See DIY: 

Pruning Pine Trees in Winter (gardenista.com/posts/diy-

pruning-fruit-trees-in-winter). [I discovered that we do 

NOT want to cut the faded blooms off of hydrangeas 

because they help protect the buds below. Who knew?!?] 

2. Clear the gutters.  After all the leaves have fallen from 

the trees, be sure to have your gutters cleared. They are 

likely filled with dead foliage and twigs, clogging and 

preventing them from doing their job. See Hardscaping 

101: Rain Gutters (gardenista.com/posts/hardscaping-101-

rain-gutters) for more information. 

3. Feed the birds.  Birds can’t rely on worms and fruits in 

the winter for food. Instead they turn to seeds, and that’s 

something you as their human neighbor can help them 

stock up on. Make sure to place the bird feeder in a spot 

that’s sheltered from strong winds. See 10 Easy Pieces: 

Bird Feeders (gardenista.com/posts/10-

easy-pieces-bird-feeders). 

4. Protect fragile plants.  Most plants 

can weather the colder months just fine, 

but some need a layer of added 

protection. Spring-blooming shrubs such 

as azaleas and rhododendron, fragile 

blooms including dahlias, and citrus trees 

are some plants that could use an extra 

layer in the winter. See Garden Hacks: 10 

Genius Ideas to Keep Plants Warm in 

Winter (gardenista.com/posts/garden-

hacks-10-genius-ideas-keep-plants-warm-

winter). 

5. Mulch with straw.  Gardeners add mulch in the spring 

to prevent weeds and lock in moisture, but mulch is also 

important in the winter. A layer of straw as mulch 

protects the soil from temperature fluctuations so that the 

ground stays frozen—and the plants dormant. 

6. Continue to compost.  Yes, decomposition slows 

down in winter, but there’s no reason to stop composting. 

When warm weather rolls around, your compost will start 

cooking again. 

7. Remove snow.  Go ahead and admire the all-white 

pristine landscape after a snowfall. Then head outside and 

brush the snow off tree branches, shrubs, and bushes; the 

added weight can bend and contort plants. (But do keep 

the snow on the ground as it acts as an insulator.) 

8. Turn off sprinklers.  To prevent frozen pipes, shut off 

the water supply to the sprinklers [and to your outdoor 

spigots; you can also cover the spigots to help prevent 

damage to them]. If you have an automatic irrigation 

system, shut down the controller. Make sure to empty and 

store hoses so they don’t crack from freezing 

temperatures. 

9. Order seeds.  Seed catalogs start coming out in early 

winter—just in time for some prime armchair gardening. 

Spend time planning your spring garden, and then get a 

head start by actually ordering the seeds before they run 

out. [Don’t forget some strawberry corn seeds!] 

10. Prepare your tools.  Take inventory of all your 

gardening tools. Replace or fix broken items, clean tools, 

and sharpen blades. When warmer weather rolls around, 

you’ll be ready to roll. No excuses. 

Garden Chores for December!  By Anne Sansbury, LVCA’s Garden Sage 
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Fairfax County Planning and Development Staff 

recommended that PC19-MA-005 not be added to the 

Work Program because they thought that the nomination 

diverged from the Comprehensive Plan recommendations. 

However, the SSPA Mason District Task Force, 

composed of citizens from throughout Mason District, 

decided to move the proposed development forward.  

This proposed development is as badly conceived as the 

previous plan to build Woodburn Manor at Gallows Road 

and Libeau Lane. The proposed development is trying to 

squeeze 575 multifamily residential units in the area at the 

intersection of Hummer Road and Little River Turnpike. 

It is also planning to place 6 multistory buildings, 

including a parking garage, in this area. The proposed 

development will have 1824 parking spaces, between the 

parking garage and the surface parking. Plus, because of 

its size, the proposed development extends commercial 

use into land that is currently zoned for residential use. 

This type of development will have negative effects on all 

the communities around it. It will increase the traffic on 

Little River Turnpike, Hummer Road, Gallows Road and 

all the side streets in the surrounding communities. Plus, 

the multifamily residential units are only allocated 1.6 

parking spaces per unit, so the volume of vehicles parked 

on the streets surrounding the proposed development is 

expected to increase. Also, the addition of 575 family 

units in this area will dramatically affect the neighboring 

schools. 

If you would like to find out more information about 

nomination PC19-MA-005, you can do so at the 

following URL:  www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-

development/plan-amendments/sspa/south/track-

nomination. 

The Planning Commission voted on December 2nd to 

go ahead and move this nomination forward to the 

Board of Supervisors. They did amend the nomination to 

recommend that only residential development be done on 

the five residential lots that are part of the proposed 

development; however, they did not specify the density 

for these lots. Also, it was recommended that the 

remaining commercial lots be developed as mixed-use. 

The Planning Commission did not address the density 

issues nor the traffic issues that many residents had 

complained about in their correspondences to the County. 

The Public Hearing in front of the Board of Supervisors 

will take place on Tuesday, January 26, 2021. 

If you have concerns about this nomination, please 

continue to write to the following County Officials to 

voice your concerns. Please place the nomination number 

PC19-MA-005 in the subject line and include your name 

and address on the correspondence. Please write as soon 

as possible, to have your concerns heard. 

 Supervisor Penny Gross, Mason District Supervisor 

at mason@fairfaxcounty.gov 

 Supervisor James Walkinshaw, Braddock District 

Supervisor at braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov 

 The Clerk to the Board of Supervisors at 

ClerktotheBOS@fairfaxcounty.gov. Please indicate 

that you would like the Clerk to distribute your 

comments to all Supervisors. 

It would be nice to see smart and reasonable growth in 

Annandale; however, this proposed development is not 

the right development for this particular site.

PC19-MA-005:  The Western Annandale CBC Nomination 

High Density Hummer Road Development 
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Gina Keating has been a resident of Lafayette Village for almost twenty years. Recently she shared 
some personal stories about her passion for running marathons. 
 

Why and when did you decide to do marathon racing 

I decided to start running marathons on a dare  a co-worker said he 

didn't think I had it in me, but I used a modified Jeff Galloway Running 

Plan, which showed me how to build up my strength and endurance to run 

long distances over time  must start with a base of 10 miles, then week 

1:  1 long run of 10 miles and 2 shorter runs (3 to 4 miles), week 2:  long 

run of 12 miles and 2 shorter runs, week 3:  long run of 14 miles and 2 

shorter runs  I continued this pattern of running until I ran 26 miles 2 

weeks before the marathon, and then tapered off during the last two 

weeks (rest). I also wanted to shed extra pounds gained during my 

pregnancy with my second child, Kelly; I ran my first marathon in 1994, 

which was the Marine Corps Marathon in D.C.  this is the same year that 

Oprah Winfrey ran that marathon. 

How many marathons have you run? 

I've run 34 marathons, including ones in Florida, North Carolina, 

Virginia, D.C., California, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Alaska, and New 

York; the most exciting location was Anchorage, Alaska (I took a picture 

of that finisher's medal and a beautiful shot of a river I passed over during 

the marathon)  I ran Anchorage for my 60th birthday. The race course 

included some park land and the race staff told each of us to run like hell 

if we see a moose and to stand our ground and make ourselves look 

gigantic if we see a bear. Fortunately, I didn't see either animal during the 

race. 

Do you have any stories you'd like to share about your experience? 

One of my best friends and I have run all of the Baltimore Marathons  

all 20 of them. We had to run this year's race virtually (we picked our 

own running courses  I ran around Lafayette Village and the 

surrounding neighborhoods by myself)  hardest 26.2 miles I've ever had 

to run. Baltimore was to have a big celebration this year to mark the 20th 

anniversary of the race (October 2020), but due to covid, we all had to run 

virtually, and were told that if we didn't run this year's race virtually that 

we'd break our streak. We decided that we had to keep the streak alive.  

My friend Kathy and I are going to run the Baltimore Marathon in 

October 2021 (hopefully we can do it in person) and will be recognized as 

the only two women who've run every Baltimore Marathon since it 

started in 2001. I was very proud to run one of the Baltimore Marathons 

with my daughter, Kelly, who beat me to the finish line. I would love to 

run the Chicago Marathon with my daughter at some point as that's where 

Kelly lives now. 

  

Meet Our Neighbors …. 

 
Gina in 1996 in running in a Walt Disney World 

Marathon. 

 
Gina nearing the finish line with her daughter Kelly 

(on the left) at a charity 5k run for pancreatic 

cancer research in DC. 
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Do you ever doubt you will finish a race? 

Once I've made up my mind to show up at the start line of any marathon, 

I make the decision that I will finish it, no matter what. There have been 

times when I did have doubts about making it, but the ability to run long 

distances requires me to use a combination of my four body parts  

physical, emotional, spiritual and mental  when one area (physical) 

breaks down, I would use another area to compensate (spiritual  start 

praying, ask for inspiration from a departed loved one, or mental  

rework my running strategy and tactics during the race). Finishing each 

marathon is quite a feat (particularly now that I'm in my 60's) and can be 

a very emotional experience. 

I almost broke my Baltimore Marathon streak about 5 years ago when my 

doctor told me that I had swelling around one of my femur bones and was 

in danger of fracturing it. I had trained up to about 20 miles and then 

started having significant pain in one of my legs  I had to undergo 

physical therapy and my doctor wanted me to be on crutches. I refused to 

go on crutches, but did stop running (as ordered by my doctor) and started 

using the rowing machine and elliptical machine at my gym. I had told 

my girlfriend that I still would travel to Baltimore to support her run in 

the marathon even though I couldn't run it myself. My friend, Kathy, said 

I won't stop you if you bring your running clothes and decide to run it 

even though you're injured. I did indeed run the marathon that year  well 

it was more of a walk-run experience, but I finished and kept the streak 

alive. I showed my medal to my physical therapist who was both amazed 

and dismayed. 

How long do you think you'll continue to run in marathons? 

Now that I'm older, I have to be smarter about running  I don't run more 

than once or twice a week, and I only do long runs occasionally (more 

than 8 miles at a time). Cross training is a better strategy for me now, and 

agility ladder training is something new that I've been using to help with 

my mobility, speed and endurance. I also work with a personal trainer at 

my gym to do strength training (weight lifting). 

  

Meet Our Neighbors, continued …. 

 
Gina points out her name on the 18-time Baltimore 

Finishers Wall at the Baltimore Expo before running her 

19th race in 2019. 

 

Gina with her friend Kathy after the 2019 

Baltimore Marathon. 

 

Anchorage 

finishers 

medal - 

2016 

The river she crossed over during the Anchorage 

Marathon. 
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Support Local Artists at the Craft Gallery of Artisans United 
There’s something cool in our backyard: the Craft Gallery of Artisans 

United. If you voted in person this year or in past years, you might have seen 

the Gallery, which is in the lobby of the Packard Center. Whether or not you 

have visited this Gallery before, think about it for your holiday or other gift 

shopping this year.  

Artisans United, Inc. is an all-volunteer umbrella organization that began in 

1987, uniting local craft guilds such as Potomac Fiber Arts Guild, Northern 

Virginia Handcrafters, and more, plus local independent artists. The craft 

guilds offer a wide variety of opportunities to learn about the crafts; the 

Artisans United website provides information and links. 

Crafts by local artists you will find in the Gallery include: 

• Wood boxes by Dan Burke 

• Glass art by Diane Cairns 

• Photography by Paul Gesalman 

• Baby bib and blanket sets, stuffed animals, aprons for children and 

adults, and more by Cathy Bostak 

• Innovative paper jewelry by Sylvie Kostrzewski 

• Wearable items and other glass art by Jean Lee 

• Creative animal photography by Gini Moore 

• Wearable art by Sharon Safran 

• Wooden toys and other carved items by Bob Simoniz 

• Functional and decorative quilted items by Elizabeth Styles 

• Photography by Kathryn Brown 

• Needle felted items (necklaces, small animals, decorative items)  

by Gail Robin 

Take a walk in the park and drop by the gallery or drive in when you are out 

and about on Hummer Road. The Gallery is generally open Tuesday-

Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. or by appointment on other days or times. 

Or if you can’t visit in person, call to arrange for a virtual tour and shopping. 

Staff can take payments over the phone and provide drive-by pickup. Call 

703-941-0202 to check on current hours or to arrange a virtual visit or an 

appointment. Visit on Facebook:  search Artisans United, Inc. or our website:  

www.augallery.org. 
 

 

 

 

The Craft Gallery of Artisans United is located in the Fred M. 

Packard Center, which is in the Annandale Community Park at 

4022-C Hummer Road, Annandale, VA.  
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By Jocelyn Porteria 

Home sales are at an all-time high and mortgage rates 

are at an all-time low. Now, you do the math. Once a 

property hits the market, it will be gone before you 

know it. We are in a multiple offer scenario, even on 

the first day, with escalation clauses to win the contract. 

Buyers are bidding over the sales price and taking 

advantage of low interest rates. Amidst COVID-19, 

with its effect of millions losing jobs, the housing 

market has been spared and it is in a tremendous high 

even compared to the 2004 - 2006 debacle. Even if you 

are not selling your home, you can take advantage of 

this scenario. How? 

Private mortgage insurance, popularly known as PMI, is a 

type of mortgage insurance and is usually required when 

you make no down payment or one of less than 20 percent 

of the home’s purchase price. Like other kinds of 

mortgage insurance, PMI protects the lender — not you 

— if you stop making payments on your loan. PMI is 

arranged by the lender and provided by private insurance 

companies. It is a certain percentage of your loan amount 

and a considerable amount added on your monthly 

mortgage payments. What is the connection to the recent 

market? Once your property reaches at least 20 percent of 

the recent fair market value, your PMI can be removed 

from your monthly payment. However, lenders will not 

call you to let you know. You must take the initiative to 

pick up the phone and show proof of fair market value, 

and then you will be able to save big bucks every month 

with a sigh of relief! They might do an appraisal in some 

cases to make sure all your facts are accurate. You can 

call your trusted realtor to provide you with the actual fair 

market value in the area. Lenders will know that you have 

a legitimate claim if the information is provided by 

professionals who know the market best. 

With the increasing value of properties based on recent 

sales, you may want to check your statements if you are 

paying PMI as stated on your payment breakdown. 

This is how it works: for example, say you bought your 

property for $100,000. (I know you cannot buy something 

in our area at this sales price, but we’ll use this number 

for simple math purposes) After years of paying, your 

balance is now $90,000. Your neighbor just sold a 

property for $120,000. The value of your property has 

20% equity when its fair market value is at least 

$108,000. This is a clear example that you have passed 

the 20% cap and you should be eligible for PMI removal. 

To simplify, multiply your balance by 20% and add it to 

your balance. If the fair market value in your 

neighborhood is more than that number, it’s time to call 

your lender. 

If you are thinking of selling, do not procrastinate; this is 

the right time!! I have been calling my potential sellers 

and clients, especially those who don’t need to buy 

another home immediately or they have other options 

aside from buying another property, to recommend they 

sell their property now while the time is right! 

As of this time, everyone is still in good shape due to 

government assistance for those who lost their jobs. Once 

the funds are exhausted, we will feel more of the effect of 

COVID-19. We are hoping and praying that we will not 

go back to the 2007 era when short sales and foreclosures 

were happening left and right and people were losing their 

homes. It took us 13 years to bounce back to this housing 

market. Just one short sale or foreclosure in your 

neighborhood will affect the entire community or maybe 

the entire nation again. 

Note:  Jocelyn Porteria is a Realtor® licensed in VA. 

Consistent Top Producer of Fairfax Realty and earning 

Five-Star Reviews on ZILLOW from her clients. She is a 

Certified Expert Negotiator and also earned a designation 

as an Accredited Staging Professional. To see what clients 

say about her visit her on Zillow, www.jprealdeal.com 

and on Facebook, www.facebook.com/realdealconsulting. 

Call her at 571-432-8335 or email at 

realdealconsulting@yahoo.com for free confidential 

consultations. 

Taking PMI off Your Mortgage Payment 

…. 
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State of Mason District Report – Supervisor Penny 

Gross will deliver her State of the District report, on 

demand, via the Mason District website, 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason, on Wednesday, 

December 9, 2020, beginning at 12 p.m. Learn about the 

progress made in Mason District during 2020, and what is 

planned for the year ahead. Supervisor Gross will answer 

questions submitted by district residents following her 

address. 

Last 2020 Child Car Seat Inspection – The Fairfax 

County Police Department is hosting the last 2020 Child 

Car Seat Inspection on Saturday, December 12, 2020 at 

the Mason District Station, located at 6507 Columbia Pike 

in Annandale. No appointment is necessary. The child car 

seats are inspected on a first-come, first-served basis, 

beginning at 9 a.m., and the last child car seat inspection 

will begin at 11:30 a.m. The number of child car seat 

inspections will be based on the number of available 

inspectors that morning. For more information, contact 

the Mason District Station at 703-256-8035, press zero for 

the front desk. Please wear face coverings and maintain 

social distancing (6 ft. or more) during the child car seat 

inspection. 

REV Initiative Provides Scholarships to COVID 

Impacted Workers – Virginia is allocating $30 million 

in federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 

Security (CARES) Act dollars to help Virginians, whose 

employment has been impacted by the COVID-19 crisis, 

pursue workforce training in one of five high-demand 

fields, including health care, information technology, 

skilled trades, public safety, and early childhood 

education. The new Re-Employing Virginians (REV) 

initiative will provide eligible individuals a one-time 

scholarship of $3,000 to register in a qualifying full-time 

workforce or community college program, and $1,500 to 

register in a part-time or in a short-time, non-credit 

training program. The Virginia Community College 

System (VCCS) and Northern Virginia and Hampton 

Roads Local Workforce Development Areas will 

administer the CARES Act funding for the REV 

initiative, with $27 million allocated to VCCS for 

statewide programs and $3 million for the two workforce 

areas. Interested individuals should contact their local 

community college as soon as possible to apply before the 

December 14, 2020 enrollment deadline. Information 

about eligibility criteria and how to apply for a REV 

scholarship is available at www.vccs.edu/rev/, and 

Northern Virginia residents can visit the Northern 

Virginia Community College's website at www.nvcc.edu/. 

Green Spring Gardens Welcomes Holiday Shoppers – 

Just in time for the holidays, Green Spring Gardens' gift 

shop, located inside the Horticulture Center, is now open 

for shopping by appointment only. Shop safely for unique 

gardening items for everyone on your list. The gift shop 

features garden T-shirts, garden tools, scarves, children's 

books, note cards and many more items. Call Green 

Spring Gardens at 703-642-5173 to request a 30-minute 

appointment. Appointments are available between 10 a.m. 

and 3 p.m., Monday through Saturday, and from 1 to 3 

p.m. on Sundays. Shoppers will be required to answer 

health screening questions, have their temperature 

checked, and wear a face covering/mask while in the 

building. Green Spring Gardens is located at 4603 Green 

Spring Road in Alexandria. More information is available 

fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/park-news/2020/psa183, or call 

703-642-5173; TTY 711. 

VRE Welcomes Back Riders with Enhanced Health 

and Safety Precautions – As more Mason District 

residents return to work, and the region's roads become 

congested again, many are rethinking their commutes. 

One option is the Virginia Railway Express (VRE), which 

is taking a variety of precautions to protect the health and 

safety of its passengers. Measures include an enhanced 

cleaning regimen, installation of social-distancing decals 

and hand-sanitizer dispensers on rail cars and platforms, 

and a facial covering requirement. To ensure social 

distancing, decals guide riders to window seats in every 

other row. Only 45 of 130 seats in any rail car are 

available to passengers. Currently, no more than 50 

percent of available seats are in use. VRE's train 

utilization web page (vre.org/service/rider/train-

utilization-trends) helps riders find the train that best 

matches their social-distance comfort level. The rail 

system, which has five stations in Fairfax County, closely 

monitors ridership and has been adding and lengthening 

trains to allow for proper social distancing. VRE's mobile 

app facilitates contactless purchase and validation of 

tickets. For more information, visit www.vre.org, or call 

800-743-3873. 

Mason District news and information …. 
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Community Ads …. 

Interior Decorator and Home Organizer:  I’m a 

professional organizer and interior decorator living 

in Lafayette Village. Let’s declutter and put some 

spark back in your home! We can start as a small 

project or the entire house to achieve results you 

will be proud of. If interested, please call me at 

703-217-4707 or email me at 

betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com for more 

information and to receive an estimate. 

 

 

Interior Painting:  Contact Mark Rhodes, Lafayette 

Village resident and a skilled interior painter, for free 

estimates. Call or text Mark at 571-236-5634. 

Landline is 703-560-8329. Recommendations on the 

Nextdoor app. 
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Water Ninja Adventures …. 

 

 

 

 

Check out Fairfax Water’s 

STEAM Team Comics page! 

You can view each issue using 

their special comic book 

viewer! 

To flip open the book and get 

started, click on the arrows to 

cycle through the pages, or 

grab the top-right corner and 

drag to the left - just like a 

book! To view the comic book 

in full-screen mode, click on 

the Fullscreen icon at the 

center of the book! 

Just go to: 

www.fairfaxwater.org/comics 

 

 

 

 

 

 


