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Please join your neighbors and fellow home owners on 

Thursday, October 29, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. for the Lafayette 

Village Community Association annual meeting. Due to 

the pandemic, this meeting will be held via Webex, so 

that you can attend in the comfort of your own home. The 

link for the Webex conference will be sent out to 

interested residents as we get closer to the date. If you are 

interested in attending the Annual Meeting, please email 

me at LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com and I will add 

your name to the list to receive a Webex invitation to the 

meeting. 

Homeowners attending the 

LVCA Annual Meeting 

teleconference will be entered 

into a raffle to win a waiver 

for the next quarterly 

association dues payment. 

You could be the winner! 

Association members will 

have the opportunity to elect 

officers to serve on our Board 

of Directors for the 2020 – 

2021 year and to approve the 

budget for 2021. Additionally, 

members will be asked to 

approve the minutes from last year’s Annual Meeting. 

All homeowners will be receiving a letter in September 

concerning the Annual Meeting, along with an agenda for 

the meeting and a proxy form. A copy of the proxy form 

can also be found at the end of this newsletter as well as 

on our website at 

https://lafayettevillage.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/07/2020-07-24-ProxyDocument.pdf 

Even if you cannot attend the Annual Meeting, please 

submit your proxy form anyway. This will help enable the 

Board to reach the necessary quorum for conducting 

business. Please be sure to complete your proxy and 

return it in one of the following ways: 

You can email it to:  LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com 

You can mail it or email (dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com) 

it to: 

Sequoia Management 

Attn:  Dale Edwards 

13998 Parkeast Circle 

Chantilly, VA  20151-2283

  

 

WIN YOUR NEXT ASSOCIATION DUES PAYMENT!! 

Homeowners attending the LVCA Annual Meeting 

teleconference will be entered into a raffle. The next 

quarterly association dues payment will be waived for 

the winner. Attend the Annual Meeting virtually and you 

could be the winner! 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com
https://lafayettevillage.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2020-07-24-ProxyDocument.pdf
https://lafayettevillage.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2020-07-24-ProxyDocument.pdf
mailto:LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com
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Our Community Information…. 

LVCA Board Members 
 

Donna Jacobson – President 

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Terri Clark – Vice President 

tlclark51@gmail.com 

John Alexander – Treasurer 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Gina Keating – Secretary  

gina.keating@gmail.com 

Bob Rosenbaum – Member-at-Large 

bobrosenbaumjr@gmail.com 
 

Committee Chairs 
 

Architectural Control (Co-Chair) – 

Peter Phipps 

peter.j.phipps@gmail.com 

Architectural Control (Co-Chair) – 

Rick Jacobson 

jacobsonr48409@gmail.com 

Grounds – Mike Nutbrown 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org 

Finance – John Alexander 

jmalex14@msn.com 

Pool – Vacant 

 

Recreation – Vacant 

 

Communications – Donna Jacobson 

lvca.bod.president@gmail.com 

Neighborhood Watch – Adrian Sobie 

adrian.sobie@gmail.com 

Website Manager 

Brittany Dewberry 

hello@lafayettevillage.org 

Newsletter Editor 

Cheryl Ryefield 

newsletter@lafayettevillage.org 

Sequoia Management Company 

Dale Edwards 

dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com 

Phone: 703-803-9641 

Fax: 703-968-0936 

Patriot Disposal Services 

www.patriotdisposalservices.com 

Phone: 703-257-7100 

Lafayette Village Community Events Calendar 

Board Meetings –will be held on the 4th Thursday of each month. Location to be 

announced. 

ACC Meetings – Meeting location, date and time is to be determined. If interested in 

attending contact Peter Phipps at. peter.j.phipps@gmail.com or Rick Jacobson at 

jacobsonr48409@gmail.com. 

Grounds Committee – Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at 7:30 

p.m. at 7920 Brunswick Forest Pass. 

Finance Committee – Meetings are held at 7900 Peyton Forest Trail. Date and time 

is to be determined. If interested in attending contact John Alexander at 

jmalex14@msn.com. 

Neighborhood Watch – TBD 

Fairfax Federation – Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of month at 7:30 p.m. 

at Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden Dr., Fairfax. 

All residents, including renters, are invited to attend scheduled meetings. 

Thanks to our newsletter’s contributors:  

Donna Jacobson, Mike Nutbrown, Anne Sansbury, Rick Jacobson, John 

Alexander, Carl Iddings, Adrian Sobie, Brittany Dewberry, and those who 

submitted articles and ads.  

 

The Association is looking for volunteers to assist around the community. We are 

in search of one resident to serve on the Board of Directors, one resident to serve 

as the Pool and Recreation Committee Chair and several residents to serve on the 

Neighborhood Watch Committee. 

If you would like to volunteer, or have any questions concerning the positions, 

please contact Donna Jacobson at LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com. 

As we continue to navigate the challenging situation related to Coronavirus Disease 

(COVID-19) that is touching the lives of so many, we appreciate our community’s 

continued patience, understanding and support. Due to these concerns, dates and 

times indicated in this newsletter may be subject to change. 
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Donna Jacobson, President 

LVCA Board of Directors 

Hi, Everyone,

As we all know, the first part of this year has been extremely 

difficult. The COVID-19 pandemic changed our lives and 

thrusted us into a new reality. The Lafayette Village 

Community Association Board of Directors has been 

working diligently during this time to adjust to the new 

reality. 

We had to start having Board and Committee meetings via 

teleconference. We had to make the difficult decision not to 

open the pool this year due to the inability to find persons to 

monitor health assessments and social distancing. Also, we 

had to work much more closely with our landscaping 

company, which had problems retaining personnel due to the 

pandemic. However, we have kept the Association operating 

well and are looking forward to the future. 

During this time, there have also been changes happening in 

society in general. The Black Lives Matter movement has 

gained momentum throughout the United States and 

internationally. The momentum for this movement has 

grown steadily and has been fueled by acts of racism caught 

on video and shown on the news. 

The Board of Directors of Lafayette Village Community 

Association wants all residents to know that our community 

does not tolerate hate nor discrimination. We value the 

multicultural environment which we have in Lafayette 

Village and want all residents to feel safe and respected in 

our community. It is through our diversity, that we find 

strength. 

However, if any resident does find themselves in a situation 

which makes them feel discriminated against, I encourage 

you to contact me at LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com and 

to discuss the situation with me, so that the Board of 

Directors can work with you to find a solution. The Board of 

Lafayette Village Community Association wants Lafayette 

Village to be the type of community where all residents feel 

accepted and where they want to establish roots and raise 

their children. 

As we look towards the future in this new reality, let’s all 

work together to ensure that Lafayette Village is an inclusive 

community. A community in which the residents value 

kindness and look out for the wellbeing of each other. 

 
 
 
 

Finance Committee – John Alexander 

For many, 2020 has been a very difficult year and I hope 

that you are remaining safe and well. However, if you are 

experiencing financial or health difficulties, please reach 

out to the Board. Lafayette Village Community 

Association has a Volunteer Network, spearheaded by 

Kathy French, with volunteers who can run errands, 

grocery shop and/or help take care of pets. If you have 

lost your job or are having other financial challenges, 

please reach out sooner rather than later, so we can work 

with you on our HOA dues. 

Despite the pandemic, our community’s financial health 

continues to be very good, as judged by the 2019 Audit 

and our current financial position. 

2019 Audit 

Every year we submit our financial records, meeting 

minutes, reserve study and newsletters to independent 

auditors, who review all the documentation and provide a 

report on their findings. The Association was commended 

for several practices. First, our assessment receivable 

balance is just 1% of annual assessments, which 

highlights our diligence in collecting outstanding balances 

A Note from the President… 

Committee Updates …. 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com
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This new community waste/trash can is located in front of 

the pool house. 

Finance Committee, continued  

as well as the timeliness of receiving payments from our 

owners.  So far this year, delinquent accounts have been 

consistent with past years. In addition, we were 

commended for keeping 13% of annual assessments in 

Unappropriated Member’s Equity (UME), which provides 

an additional safety net should unexpected expenses pop 

up. UME is simply a designation for money that is not 

allocated to our Replacement Reserve account (which is 

mainly used for capital improvements), nor to the current 

year’s operating balance. 

2020 Financial Overview 

As I write this, the Association has $800,000 invested in 

CDs, with not more than $150,000 invested with any one 

bank. In the first seven months of the year, we earned 

over $8,500 in interest. However, we are reaping the 

rewards of years past when interest rates were over 2%. 

CDs that have matured this year have been rolled into 

short-term CDs (less than one year), since interest rates 

have fallen to less than 1%. If and when interest rates rise, 

we will be in position to take advantage of the increase. 

The operating budget has a surplus of $21k through June. 

This is higher than usual and is the result of 3 main 

factors. First, due to the pool not opening, our pool 

expenses have been less than expected, however, there 

were still expenditures to prepare the pool and keep it 

operable until the board made the decision to close it. 

Secondly, there was not a significant snow fall this year 

and we had budgeted $17,000 for snow removal, but we 

could still get some inclement weather in November or 

December. Thirdly, much of our discretionary spending 

happens in the fall, with plantings and tree trimming and 

removal. 

Remember, you can find the monthly statement of income 

on the website, as well as the annual budget. The annual 

budget is reviewed and approved at the Annual Meeting 

in October.

Grounds Committee – Mike Nutbrown, Chair 

It has been harder to plan activities this year. We 

postponed the Earth/Arbor Day activities to the fall, but 

they’ll most likely get pushed to next year. 

We’ve received some preliminary drawings, plans, and 

quotes to address the drainage and erosion projects we’ve 

been tracking for some time now. We have 11 major 

projects on the list, and hope to address as many as we 

have budget for this year. 

The replacement community trash cans were installed in 

early August and include some landscaping for stability. I 

think they look great. 

The street light project presses forward. We still plan to 

convert to LED lights to save energy and reduce 

maintenance costs going forward from our aging lights. 

We’ve made progress with Dominion Power as we’ll be 

adding a few lights in the neighborhood as well. 

We look forward to installing new plants in the Fall. 

We’re organizing that list now since we’ve learned in past 

years it takes longer to get quotes and get the plants in the 

ground than you’d expect. 

We're always on the lookout for new members in the 

committee to give input and get these tasks done. Please 

reach out if you'd like to join the grounds committee or 

would like to attend a meeting. We held our last grounds 

meeting via Skype (audio and screen share only – no 

video) to continue our work while keeping a safe 

distance! You can reach me by email at 

grounds@lafayettevillage.org.

Committee Updates, continued …. 
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Architectural Control Committee (ACC) – Peter Phipps & Rick Jacobson, Co-Chairs 

Trash and Recycling: 

Remember to always bag trash properly using heavy plastic 

bags or hard sided trashcans with lids. Do not use grocery 

bags for trash. 

Trash and recycling should not be put out earlier than 6:00 

p.m. the night before pickup. Trashcans and recycling bins 

need to be picked up and returned to your backyard or 

garage by the evening of the scheduled pick up date. 

Trash and Recycling service dates / times are:

Service Put Out Time Service Day 
Remove 

Cans/Bins 

Trash & Yard Waste Sunday 6 pm Monday Monday night 

Recycling Tuesday 6 pm Wednesday Wednesday night 

Trash & Yard Waste Wednesday 6 pm Thursday Thursday night 

 

Exterior Improvements: 

ACC Approval is required before any Exterior Improvement 

is made to any townhouse or detached house. This includes, 

but is not limited to new roofs, new siding, new windows, 

new shutters, new doors (front or back), installing solar 

panels, changing paint colors, replacing front yard trees, and 

so on. Many contractors know that Lafayette Village is 

governed by ACC Guidelines and will insist that you 

provide them written ACC approval before they will start 

work. Work performed without or before approval is 

received, may have to be redone. Rework is well worth 

avoiding. 

If you are not sure if your change requires ACC Approval, 

feel free to contact the ACC Co-Chairs; Pete Phipps at 

Peter.J.Phipps@gmail.com and Rick Jacobson at 

jacobsonr48409@gmail.com. The ACC is always willing to 

work with residents to resolve questions or issues. The 

ACC’s goal is to make the Approval process as painless and 

straight forward as possible. 

For reference, the full ACC Guidelines and ACC Request 

forms, are available on the LVCA website at: 

https://lafayettevillage.org/resources/architectural-control-

committee-documents/ 

 

ACC Guidelines Example – Window Replacement 

ACC 

Guidelines 

Excerpt: 

1.7 Windows 

Windows may be replaced with the approval of the ACC. Replacement windows 

must be substantially similar to the original windows, with the same number and 

configuration of panes and mullions as the originals. Mullions must be white. Flip 

style and sliding windows are permitted as long as they comply with the above 

requirements. Window screens must be kept in good order. Windows should be 

kept clear and may not be blocked with furniture. 

Window 

Replacement 
Notes: 

Before replacing windows, residents need to submit an Exterior Improvement 

Request Form and receive Approval from the ACC. Key requirements are that the 

grids / mullions must match the current pattern, window style should be similar to 

current style, and trim colors should be correct. Always make sure the contractor 

has installed the correct grid / mullion pattern in each window (they have been 

known to make mistakes). If the contract clearly states the pattern for each 

window, it is much easier to follow up and correct any issues. 

 

  

Committee Updates, continued …. 
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https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
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One of the Neighborhood Watch signs posted 

throughout our community. 

Neighborhood Watch Committee –  

  Adrian Sobie, Chair

Neighborhood Watch is one of the most effective and 

least costly ways to prevent crime and reduce fear. 

Neighborhood Watch fights the isolation that crime both 

creates and feeds upon. It forges bonds among area 

residents, helps reduce burglaries and robberies, and 

improves relations between police and the communities 

they serve. 

Why Neighborhood Watch? 

 It works. Throughout the country, dramatic 

decreases in burglary and related offenses are 

reported by law enforcement professionals in 

communities with active Watch Programs. 

 Today’s transient society produces communities that 

are less personal. Many families have two working 

parents and children involved in many activities that 

keep them away from home. An empty house in a 

neighborhood where none of the neighbors know the 

owner is a primary target for burglary. 

 Neighborhood Watch also helps build pride and serves 

as a springboard for efforts that address other 

community concerns such as recreation for youth, child 

care, and affordable housing. Summer is coming to an 

end, schools are about to start, the days are still hot, and 

people are still itching to safely enjoy the outdoors 

when they can. This applies to everyone, including 

criminals. Crimes of opportunity are on the rise and we 

can take steps as a neighborhood to prevent us from 

becoming a statistic. 

Broken Record Player Alert:  Always lock your home and 

car doors. Remove from your cars items of value that would 

appeal to a criminal opportunist (cell phone, bags, carry 

cases, wallets, etc.), and make sure you engage the alarm if 

you have one. Do not keep your car keys near the front of 

your home as there are devices that let someone boost the 

signal of your key fob, allowing them to unlock the car and 

in some cases start the vehicle then drive away. 

Visibility:  It's important. Remember to turn your exterior 

lights on at dusk and leave them on all night. If you're going 

to be out of town, set your interior lights to go on and off 

with a timer. It's also advisable to be conspicuous when 

you're outside; a neighborhood with residents who are alert 

and visible is less likely to be targeted. This is the part 

where I ask for volunteers again, I'm looking for people 

who care about their neighbors and the safety of everyone 

who lives here. The great thing about a Neighborhood 

Watch is you don't have to wear the vest and 'patrol' the 

neighborhood if you don't want to (though I'd sure be 

appreciative if some of my fellow neighbors would!). Here 

are a few tips our entire community can engage in: 

 Be alert! 

 Know your neighbors and watch out for each other. 

 Report suspicious activities and crimes to the police. 

 Learn how you can make yourself and your community 

safer. 

Look for (a few examples of many): 

 Someone screaming or shouting for help. 

 Someone looking in windows of houses and parked 

cars. 

 Property being taken out of houses where no one is at 

home or from closed businesses. 

 Cars, van, or trucks moving slowly with no apparent 

destination or without lights. 

 A stranger sitting in a car or stopping to talk to a child. 

Then: 

 Call 9-1-1 or 703-691-2131 (Fairfax County Police 

non-emergency). 

 Give your name and address. 

 Explain what happened. 

  

Committee Updates, continued …. Committee Updates, continued …. 
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Neighborhood Watch Committee, continued 

 Briefly describe the suspect: sex and race, age, height, 

weight, hair color, clothing, distinctive characteristics 

such as a beard, mustache, scars, or accent. 

 Describe the vehicle if one was involved: color; make, 

model, year, license plate, and special features such as 

stickers. 

If you have any questions about volunteering or would like 

to participate in my Neighborhood Watch Walk-Along 

program, I'm available by email (adrian.sobie@gmail.com) 

or you can message me on Nextdoor. I'm also available for 

any questions or concerns you may have; please don't ever 

hesitate to reach out. 

Thank you. Be alert. Wear a mask. Black Lives Matter. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

This is a major tribute and a huge thank you to Lisa 

Conoly, who served as LVCA’s pool chairperson for ten 

years. Not only did Lisa make sure that everything about the 

pool ran as smoothly as possible, including renovation of the 

bath house and repairing/replacing furniture as needed, but 

she greeted people at the pool with a smile, making it very 

inviting to be there.  

At the same time Lisa expanded her duties, in response to 

residents’ requests, to include spearheading some wonderful 

pool events that so many of us have enjoyed over the years; 

cookouts with the best burgers and dogs; magical wine and 

cheese parties with sparkling lights and exquisite food; late 

night swims with the pool lights on and water aerobics 

classes for the fitness bugs. Neighbors got to know each 

other through these events and Lisa always had a pleasant 

word for everyone, no matter how hard she was working.  

Most recently she spent significant time researching Phases 

1, 2 and 3 of Virginia’s Safer-at-Home Guidelines to see if 

we could open our pool this summer, even though she would 

have been dealing with virus issues rather than enjoying 

herself if we had opened. In the end, the potential liability 

issues involved with opening the pool this year were too 

daunting for our type of community, however, we appreciate 

all the work which Lisa put in this year and every year. 

This only touches on the enormous contribution Lisa has 

made to our community, but THANK YOU, LISA!

 

Thank You, Lisa Conoly! 

Committee Updates, continued …. 
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What you’ll be voting for:  Election Day is soon 

approaching. Candidates for President, United States Senate, 

and House of Representatives will be on the ballot. There 

will also be a proposed constitutional amendment 

establishing a redistricting commission on the ballot, along 

with four Fairfax County bond issues (to provide funding for 

libraries, parks, transportation improvements, and health and 

human services) for you to vote on. More information about 

what's on the ballot will be available at 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/upcoming, or through the 

League of Women Voters of the Fairfax Area, www.lwv-

fairfax.org. The ballot is long; a few minutes spent 

reviewing the ballot questions now will speed your way 

through the lines at your polling place.  

Where you will vote:  All residents of Lafayette Village 

reside in Hummer Precinct, and vote at the Packard Center 

in Annandale Community Park at 4022 Hummer Road. The 

polling site will be open from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, November 3. The Board of Elections has taken 

many steps to maintain a safe polling place – all poll 

workers will be masked, social distancing will be enforced, 

all balloting stations will be sanitized after a voter has 

finished with his or her ballot, and single use pens and 

privacy folders will be provided. Voting in person should be 

a safe experience for all voters during the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

Absentee voting:  As a result of recently enacted legislation, 

any registered voter can vote absentee without an excuse. 

A witness signature will be required in order for the 

returned ballot to be counted. Individuals voting for the first 

time must also provide proof of a valid ID when returning 

their ballot. You can find out more about absentee voting at 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/absentee.htm. 

Absentee ballots will be mailed out starting September 18, 

2020. The last day to apply for an absentee ballot is October 

23 at 5:00 p.m. New for this election, the county will now 

provide drop boxes where you can leave your completed 

ballot instead of mailing it. 

Early voting:  If you know you won’t be able to vote at our 

Packard Center polling place on Election Day, you can still 

vote “in-person absentee” either at the Fairfax County 

Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway, 

Fairfax, starting September 18, or at the Mason District 

Government Center, 6507 Columbia Pike, starting October 

14. Early voting ends on Saturday, October 31. At Mason 

District, you can vote Monday through Friday from 1:00 

p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

You will need a photo ID in order to vote. In-person 

absentee voting ends Saturday, November 5. For detailed 

early voting locations and hours, go to 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/absentee. 

Photo ID requirements:  If voting in-person, you will need 

to show an acceptable photo ID before you will be allowed 

to vote. These photo IDs are acceptable: 

 Valid Virginia driver’s license, even if it has your old 

address 

 Military photo ID 

 Federal, Virginia, or local government-issued ID, 

including a passport 

 Employer-issued photo ID 

 Virginia college or university student photo ID 

 Tribal enrollment or other tribal ID 

For voting purposes, an expired ID remains valid for 12 

months after its expiration date. 

If you don’t have a photo ID when you come to vote, you 

will be required to vote a provisional ballot. In order for it to 

count, you will then have until noon on the Friday after the 

election (Nov. 6) to deliver a copy of acceptable photo ID 

identification to the Fairfax County Electoral Board at the 

Office of Elections in the Fairfax County Government 

Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax. 

Verify your voter registration: You can verify your 

registration information or register to vote at the Virginia 

Board of Elections website, https://www.vote.virginia.gov/. 

Expressing support for your favorite candidate:  Our 

ACC Guidelines allow you to display one sign pertaining to 

the current political season. You must remove the sign 

immediately following the election. 

 

Election Information:  Election Day is Tuesday, November 3…. 
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By Anne Sansbury, LVCA’s Garden Sage  

As of July, the corn in the LVCA garden was already as 

high as an elephant’s eye! After a few false starts due to 

planting during the warm weather in February, after 

which our cool, wet weather killed off a lot of those crops, 

we created a luxuriant garden full of all sorts of crops and 

flowers – tomatoes, okra, squashes, string beans, peppers, 

onions, eggplant, potatoes, cucumbers, pumpkins, melons, 

various herbs, lavender, sunflowers, roses, zinnias, 

marigolds, to name just a few. Strawberries were 

especially good this year, and several gardeners managed 

to harvest some peas. Peas fresh from the garden are 

simply divine. 

For those times when it’s just too hot to spend a lot of 

“thyme” in the garden and for those of us who don’t rent a 

garden plot, we can visit eleven local gardens at 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-

conservation/sustainable-garden-tour. One tour is by  

 

train! There are also virtual plant clinics hosted by Fairfax 

County Master Gardeners that anyone can register for. If 

you have a lawn or garden question, just include it as part 

of your registration and it will be addressed at the clinic. 

Registration is at 

https://fairfaxgardening.org/current/#boxwood. 

Hopefully, everyone has been harvesting lots of summer 

crops and rooting for their fall crops: beets, carrots, 

broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, Napa cabbage, 

cauliflower, collards, kale, kohlrabi, lettuce, mustard, 

radish, spinach, and turnips. 

After the final harvest, pull out old vegetable plants and 

remove debris. If you compost, now is the time to add a 

layer of compost to help nurture your soil for planting 

next spring. Work a generous amount of compost into the 

soil along with some organic fertilizer. Then go indoors 

and have a cup of hot chocolate.  😊 

  

It’s That Thyme Again! 

 

 

 

Lafayette Village’s Community Garden 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
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By Jocelyn Porteria 

Jocelyn Porteria is a Realtor and has lived in 

Lafayette Village for sixteen years. 

I know all of us are panicking due to the impact of the 

coronavirus in our lives. Aside from our safety and 

wondering when the pandemic will end; we think of 

our bills every day. We worry about our mortgage, 

cars, credit cards, utilities, etc. 

I have self-quarantined for months now and I have 

used my time to gather helpful information that I can 

share with others. 

Most of us are having hardships at this time such as loss 

of jobs, reduced hours and even family members staying 

with us and contributing to extra household expenses. 

Luckily, there is a lot of help available to residents, 

besides just unemployment benefits. Let me break down 

and simplify the available assistance which residents can 

receive: 

Mortgage 

There are mortgage relief options that are available for 

you. Effective immediately, borrowers with financial 

hardship due to COVID-19 can pause or reduce mortgage 

payments for a limited period of time from three months 

up to a year. This is called Forbearance. Your mortgage 

servicer might give you three to six months initially and 

can extend up to a year.  

The Benefits Are: 

 Does not incur late fees; penalties or additional 

interest added to your account. 

 No need to submit additional documentations. 

 No delinquencies being reported to your credit 

reporting and history. 

 Foreclosure and other legal proceedings will be 

suspended. 

Take Note: 

 Processing and some information may vary. It 

depends on what type of loan you have and your 

mortgage servicer. 

 Make sure the deferred payment will not be paid in 

full at the end of the extension. It should be applied 

towards the back of the loan period. 

What to Do: 

 Call your mortgage company and have the following 

information ready when you talk with them: 

o Account number 

o Reason for hardship 

 Be patient as there always will be high call volumes. 

Although they encourage you to do it online, I 

highly recommend calling so that you can get all 

your questions answered at once and everything will 

be set up for you by the end of your call. Make sure 

to ask about all the benefits listed above to avoid 

any unwanted surprises. 

Renters 

In connection with the above relief, renters should be 

given extended relief by their landlords. Rentals owned 

by private individuals may differ from renters managed 

professionally or those in apartments and rental condos. 

Contact your landlords as soon as possible. Bottom line:  

you cannot be evicted for nonpayment for a certain period 

of time due to COVID-19. 

Other Bills 

You can call about all of your other bills, such as car 

loans and credit cards. 

Car loans may give you at least two to three months’ 

payment suspension without generating interest; it is the 

same as the mortgage process. 

Credit cards have an automated system when you call. 

You can choose to have your payments be suspended for 

at least two to three months however interest will be 

generated, of course.  

Mortgage & Other Financial Relief Options Due to COVID-19 

…. 
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Mortgage & Other Financial Relief Options, continued 

 Don't forget to pay your utility bills. Although the 

utility companies promise not to disconnect your 

service, your utility costs will pile up and you will 

have to pay the full amount once the grace period is 

up. 

 None of these relief options should impact your 

credit report and history. 

 Contacting your creditors is the best way to arrange  

 

for restructuring of your debt. Each creditor has 

unique processes and uses discretion in handling 

these issues. 

Remember 

All these options are new to all of us, including loan 

servicers. They are adapting as much as they can to avoid 

a recession and another real estate crash. No one wants to 

repeat those lessons from the past. 

 

I have been working in real estate for 13 years. I feel it is my duty to let people know what they can do to save 

their homes. If you have any specific questions, feel free to email me. 

Thanks and please stay safe!! We will all get through this and we will see each other again outside our 

homes!! 

Jocelyn Porteria, Real Deal Consulting, realdealconsulting@yahoo.com, 571-432-8335 

  

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Sunday, November 1st 

Don’t forget – when you turn your clocks back one hour 

on November 1st, also change the batteries in your smoke 

alarms throughout your home, and check the expiration  

date on all your smoke alarms and carbon monoxide 

detectors.  

This simple act could save you and your family! 

Remember that all smoke alarms have an expiration date 10 years after you purchase them and activate them. The 

hard-wired smoke alarms installed in Lafayette Village homes have all expired and should either be replaced or 

supplemented with battery-powered alarms. It’s easy to replace the hard-wired smoke detectors in our homes – 

step-by-step instructions can be found at http://www.lafayettevillage.org/docs/HowToReplaceSmokeAlarm.pdf. 

 

Some useful links for further information: 

FHA rolls out new mortgage relief options amid coronavirus outbreak 

https://www.housingwire.com/articles/fha-rolls-out-new-mortgage-relief-options-amid-coronavirus-outbreak/ 

 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 

https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/mortgage-relief/ 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
mailto:realdealconsulting@yahoo.com
http://www.lafayettevillage.org/docs/HowToReplaceSmokeAlarm.pdf
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By Jo Anna Natale, Fairfax Master Gardener 

Reprinted with permission from Fairfax County Master Gardeners Association;  

https://fairfaxgardening.org/recycle-plastic-pots/ 

As gardeners, we probably all have piles of plastic 

nursery pots cluttering our basements or garages. The 

question is, what do we do with them? 

For years, the answer for me was easy: Reuse what I can, 

then put the rest in the recycling bin and feel good about 

the many “green” aspects of my gardening hobby. I 

recently learned, however, that plastic pots are not 

recyclable in the single-stream recycling process used in 

Fairfax County, Va. I was shocked and embarrassed at 

having been an unwitting “wish-cycler”–that is, someone 

who puts stuff in the recycling bin, trusting it will all get, 

well, recycled. 

Turns out, plenty of other people get this wrong, too, 

partially because of confusion about what the recycling 

codes stamped on the bottom of plastics actually mean. 

“The code numbers and accompanying recycling symbol 

do not communicate recyclability. Rather, they indicate 

the type of resin that was used to make the package,” says 

Christine McCoy, a management analyst with Fairfax 

County’s Solid Waste Management program. 

Products made with certain resins—those stamped with 

the codes three through seven—are not easily or 

affordably recycled here, McCoy says. (Plastic pots are 

usually fives and sixes.) But these don’t necessarily 

languish in the landfill. Instead, McCoy says, Fairfax 

County combusts them, generating electricity. It then sells 

the electricity to power companies that, in turn, sell it to 

consumers. 

What happens to plastic pots (and other non-recyclables) 

that do erroneously wind up in the recycling bin? Under 

our single-stream recycling system, if they successfully 

get identified and separated out as trash, they may end up 

combusted and converted into electricity. If they don’t, 

they could contaminate other bona fide recyclables and 

waste the whole bunch. 

Single-stream pros and cons 

Single-stream recycling systems are supposed to 

encourage recycling by making it easy. It works like this: 

Customers place all would-be recyclables—whether 

plastic, paper, cardboard or aluminum—into curbside 

recycling bins. The job of separating the recyclables 

occurs at facilities that employ sophisticated scanners and 

workers who physically sort the items. 

But while convenient, single-stream systems aren’t 

perfect. One issue is the problem of people putting non-

recyclables into the bin. When scanning machines or 

workers miss those items, they mix with viable 

recyclables, essentially polluting them and downgrading 

the whole load to trash. 

Another difficulty: What qualifies as acceptable 

recyclables can shift with market conditions. According to 

McCoy, in the past, some 30 to 40 percent of U.S. 

recyclables have gone to China for processing. Now, 

China no longer wants much of what we send them. 

Recycling options 

We can improve the odds of recycling more refuse overall 

by periodically consulting our trash companies about 

permissible recyclables and then being scrupulous about 

putting correct, clean items into the bin. And one step 

gardeners, in particular, can take is to keep plastic pots  

Putting Plastic Pots in the Recycling Bin? Not so fast! 
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Putting Plastic Pots in the Recycling Bin. continued 

and plant trays out of the mix. If tossing them into the 

trash makes you cringe, here are some options: 

First, when feasible, opt for bare-root plants or plants sold 

in biodegradable containers. Next, reuse your plastic pots 

as much as possible, as reusing them saves the financial 

and energy costs associated with combusting, recycling or 

manufacturing. Reuse clean pots for starting seeds, 

sharing plant divisions, or storing garden gear. If you buy 

plants at a nursery, ask whether the nursery will take back 

pots or plant trays for reuse. If they do, return them there. 

Another option: Drop off nursery plastic at stores that 

promote its recycling. In our area, that includes Home 

Depot and Lowe’s stores. According to Amy Bennett, a 

Home Depot corporate spokesperson, Home Depot 

collects empty pots in their garden centers and sends them 

to East Jordan Plastics, a Michigan-based company that 

recycles used pots into new planting containers. Home 

Depot collects all colors and types of plastic pots, but 

does not accept plastic nursery trays, cell packs (multi-

compartment containers), empty mulch bags, or plant 

tags, Bennett says. 

Lowe’s collects returned plastic pots and plant trays in 

their garden centers. The company’s plant vendors take 

back the empty containers for reuse and recycling in the 

communities where their farms are located, according to 

Chris Cassell, Lowe’s director of corporate sustainability. 

Lowe’s also accepts empty mulch bags—and plastic 

shopping bags—for recycling.  

Finally, be alert to any other efforts to recycle plastic pots, 

such as Virginia Gardeners Recycle, a program that made 

an impact several years ago. 

Joyce Latimer, a Virginia Tech horticulture professor and 

an extension specialist, started the program in 2010 with 

good intentions: At the time, “there were a lot of pots 

floating around and some really bad press questioning 

how green the green industry was,” she says. “We were 

trying to make ourselves more green and trying to help 

gardeners see how they could be more green.” 

Gardeners took their empty plastic pots to participating 

nurseries, mostly in the Richmond area. A local recycling 

company picked them up and prepared them for shipment 

to China. Over three years, the initiative collected 16 tons 

of plastic pots. But then it fizzled. “The prices for 

recycled plastics in China just dropped to nothing,” 

Latimer says. “It wasn’t worth the money and time that 

was being put into it.” 

In the future, hope for curbing the amount of plastic used 

in gardening might come from increased availability of 

and demand for biodegradable containers. Although 

supportive, Latimer is skeptical that this option could lead 

to widespread change: “In all cases, (biodegradable 

containers) are a lot more expensive, so I really don’t see 

the industry giving up their plastic pots.” 

More likely, she says, is increased interest and 

participation in plastic-pot recycling by container 

manufacturers and others in the horticulture industry. 

  

The Tot Lot on Trammel Court is open! 

A big THANK YOU goes to Brooke Allport and Sylvia Morgan for their 

work in cleaning up the Tot Lot. It still needs some work and it needs to 

be mulched, which Shenandoah will be doing in the next weeks, but the 

Tot Lot is much cleaner and more usable at this point. It is recommended 

that adults wear a mask when in the Tot Lot. 

We are looking for a portable power washer in order to clean the Tot Lot 

equipment. If you have one, please contact me at 

LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com 

Also, we are looking for donated toys, since some of the older ones were 

broken and needed to be thrown away. If you have toys that you want to 

donate, please contact Brooke Allport and Sylvia Morgan on Nextdoor 

and send a picture of the toys you would like to donate. 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
https://www.hort.vt.edu/vagardenersrecycle/
mailto:LVCA.bod.president@gmail.com
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Community Ads …. 

Interior Decorator and Home Organizer:  I’m a 

professional organizer and interior decorator living 

in Lafayette Village. Let’s declutter and put some 

spark back in your home! We can start as a small 

project or the entire house to achieve results you will 

be proud of. If interested, please call me at 703-217-

4707 or email me at 

betty.marie.harmon@gmail.com for more 

information and to receive an estimate. 

 

 

Are you planning for Spring Break or Summer 

Vacations? Do you prefer All Inclusive Resorts, 

Cruises or Tours anywhere around the World? You 

have a Travel Agent in your backyard in the 

Lafayette Village Community. Please call Pascasie 

Adedze at 703-5593626 (Home) or 217-7215152 

(cell), email at 

pascasie.adedze@cruiseplanners.com. Explore and 

subscribe at her website at passycruisevacation.com. 

Interior Painting:  Contact Mark Rhodes, Lafayette 

Village resident and a skilled interior painter, for free 

estimates. Call or text Mark at 571-236-5634. Landline is 

703-560-8329. Recommendations on the Nextdoor app. 

 

Window Screen Repair Recommendation 

Lafayette Village resident, Karen Gray, had two 

window screens to repair and had the worse problem 

finding a place that would repair only two. She 

shares that she found these hardware stores will do 

individual screen replacements: 

Twins Ace Hardware, 10310 B Main St, Fairfax, 

VA 22030 

Brown's Hardware, 100 W Broad St, Falls 

Church, VA 22046 

about:blank
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The Children’s Page…. 

 

http://www.lafayettevillage.org/
https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/lafayettevillage--annandale--va/
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New Butterfly-Themed Playground Opens in Annandale Park 
August 26, 2020 

Reprinted from Fairfax County Park News; https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/park-news/2020/z-ir132 

Flit your way over to Hidden Oaks Nature Center/Annandale 

Community Park to the butterfly metamorphosis-themed playground. 

Pretend to be munching plants along with the caterpillars, tuck 

yourself in a pretend chrysalis and soar around flowers as you climb 

over monarch butterflies. With separate areas for children ages 3 to 5 

years old, as well as those ages 6 to 12 years old, children will enjoy 

many engaging challenges. 

Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross exclaimed, “Oh, I wish I 

were a kid again! The new playground is delightful. Children can 

play to their heart’s delight and learn about the mysteries of 

butterflies at the same time.” Gross added, “Annandale Community 

Park has long been a popular, family activity spot, but the new 

amenities make it even more attractive and accessible. A terrific 

reinvestment in our community, thanks to the voters who supported 

park bond referenda.” 

Next to the playground is the newly renovated picnic shelter, with 

ADA-accessible grills and restrooms. The old swing set further up 

the hill shines with new paint. Families can enjoy additional picnic 

tables under the shade of the oak trees. 

Looking toward a future grand opening, Mason District Park 

Authority Board Member Ron Kendall stated, “I am certain residents 

are going to love the new nature-themed playground at Annandale 

Park. The playground, along with a new picnic shelter, resurfaced 

tennis courts, trails and parking lot, will give families an outdoor 

facility that gives folks multiple options for outdoor activities.” 

Kendall noted all phase one improvements are ADA compliant, 

adding that phase two improvements are slated to begin “with the 

buildout of Hidden Oaks Nature Center at the top of the hill.” 

Take a stroll along recently paved trails between Hidden Oaks Nature 

Center and the Packard Center, increasing accessibility between the 

two parking lots. New fern gardens highlight the shady paths. 

Open dawn to dusk, the new playground and picnic shelter are in 

Annandale Community Park, located at 4030 Hummer Road in 

Annandale. The nature center remains open for scheduled 

programming currently. For more information on renting the shelter, 

call 703-324-8732. 
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